
A Chronology of 
Japanese Military Expansion 
From the Meiji Era 
to the 

Attack on Pearl Harbor 
( 1868 - 1941 ) 



Dorothy Perkins 




For My Father 



George Merrill Perkins 



A Brave Veteran of the 
165th Regimental Combat Team 



3rd Battalion 




TABLE OF CONTENTS 



Preface i 

Introduction 1 

Chronology of Events 15 

Glossary 205 

Suggested Reading 209 




PREFACE 



December 7, 1941 is one of the most important dates 
not only in American but in world history. The surprise attack 
by the Japanese Imperial Navy Striking Force on the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, brought America into 
World War II and into an undeclared war that Japan had been 
waging in Asia for decades. Japan had already defeated China 
over control of Korea in 1895, Russia over control of 
Manchuria (northeastern China) in 1905, annexed Ryukyu (modern 
Okinawa), Taiwan, and Korea, invaded Manchuria in 1931 and 
established a puppet regime there called Manchukuo, and poured 
thousands of troops into China Proper, the territory within 
the Great Wall. 

The destruction of the U.S. fleet at Pearl Harbor in 
1941 was the signal for other Japanese striking forces to put 
into operation the Imperial Navy's well-coordinated plan for 
southward attacks on Asian territories controlled by Western 
powers, including French Indochina (Vietnam, Cambodia, and 
Laos), Siam (Thailand), the U.S. -held Philippine Islands, 
British-held Burma, Malaya, and Singapore, and the Netherlands 
East Indies. Japan took all of these by March 9, 1942. 

The Japanese attacks, triggered by Pearl Harbor, can 
best be understood in the context of events that created the 
modern Japanese military after the Meiji Restoration of 1868 
and emboldened it to promote an expansionist policy that 
militarized the entire nation. Japanese military expansion 
resulted in enormous tragedy for all the peoples of Asia and 
the many nations that were brought into the Pacific War. 

This book presents a detailed chronology of the 
significant events that contributed to the expansion of the 
Japanese military from the Meiji Restoration of 1868 to the 
attack on the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii on 
December 7, 1941. It includes concurrent events in other 
countries to show the context for Japanese military expansion. 
Many of the events took place in Korea, Manchuria, and China, 
so these regions are emphasized. The book does not include 
in-depth analysis of the events but points the way toward 
such analysis. 

The chronology actually goes far back into Japanese 
history to show the origin of the samurai (warrior) class and 
the Shinto concept of the divine power of the emperor. 
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Likewise, it does not stop with Pearl Harbor in 1941 but 
includes important events that affected international 
relations during and after the Pacific War, including the 
postwar Occupation of Japan, the Korean War, the origins of 
the Vietnam War, and the Civil War between the Communists and 
Nationalists ( Kuomintanq ) in China that divided the Chinese 
government and people between the Communist People's Republic 
of China on the mainland and the Nationalist Republic of China 
on Taiwan. 

Five decades later the same regions have the potential 
for serious conflict, especially Korea and Manchuria, where 
Russia and Japan still contend with China, economically if not 
militarily at present. The economy of Southeast Asia is 
thriving but the military situation is tense, compounded by 
the return of the British Crown Colony of Hong Kong to China 
in 1997, the imminent return of the Portuguese colony of Macao 
in 1999, and the determination of the People's Republic of 
China to bring Taiwan into its fold. There is dangerous 
rivalry over strategic island groups in the South China Sea, 
such as the Spratly and Paracel islands, which are variously 
claimed by China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
and Brunei because of vast oil deposits in the region. 

In the chronology, Japanese, Chinese, and Korean names 
are given in the traditional East Asian order, with surname 
first followed by given name (for example. To jo Hideki). 
Chinese names, places, and terms are romanized according to 
the Wade-Giles System, which was being used by newspaper 
reports and other written accounts at the time the events 
occurred. A Glossary provides equivalent translations in the 
Pinyin System of Romanization currently used in the People's 
Republic of China. Japanese words familiar to Western readers, 
such as samurai and shogun, have not been italicized. In the 
Japanese language the word samurai can be either singular or 
plural . 
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INTRODUCTION 



One of the greatest ironies in Japanese history is the 
fact that samurai, members of the traditional military class 
trained in the martial arts, overthrew the Tokugawa Shogunate 
(1603-1867), the third of the three military governments 
(bakufu) that controlled Japan for eight centuries. The 
Tokugawa Shogunate is also known as the Edo Era, for its 
capital at Edo Castle, which in 1868 became the Imperial 
Palace in Edo, where the emperor moved when the city was 
renamed Tokyo. The samurai who overthrew the Tokugawa became 
the leaders of the Meiji Restoration (1868-1912), named for 
the reign of Emperor Meiji, the grandfather of Emperor 
Hirohito, whose reign (1926-1989) included World War II. 

During the Meiji Era, Japanese samurai lost their traditional 
privileges and were transformed from warriors into 
bureaucrats. At the same time, a modern Western-style Japanese 
professional army and navy were created. The Tokugawa had 
forbidden anyone except samurai from carrying swords; the 
Meiji eventually militarized the entire country to wage the 
Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95. This was the first military 
conflict in history between the vast Chinese empire and the 
small island nation of Japan, and the world was stunned when 
Japan defeated China. Ten years later, Japan defeated Russia, 
a great Western power; and from then on its military was 
unstoppable . 

During the Meiji Era, the traditional virtues of the 
samurai - obedience and loyalty to the ruler, bravery, and 
self-discipline - were inculcated in all Japanese citizens. 
These virtues had long been codified as bushido , the "Way of 
the Warrior," incorporating the term bushi , "military gentry." 
Samurai literally means "one who serves." The samurai class 
developed during the late Heian Era (794-1185), when the 
imperial court was established at Kyoto. Originally the 
samurai were military retainers of manors or estates ( shoen ) 
in provincial areas owned by court nobles and Buddhist temples 
located in Kyoto. By the 11th century, large bands of warriors 
or military units, known as bushidan , were being organized in 
the provinces. Samurai members pledged their loyalty as 
vassals to their lords, who became known as daimvo ■ Peasants 
were required to work the land and pay rent to the samurai who 
held the fiefs ( chiqyo ) . A samurai carried a large sword, 
which he considered his "soul" or "spirit." He fought on 
horseback and was trained in martial arts such as sword 
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fighting and archery ( kyudo ) . Samurai whose lords died or who 
left the service of their lords were known as ronin , "floating 
(or drifting) men." Other feudal lords could retain them in 
their armies. 

The term shogun dates back to the eighth century and 
is an abbreviation of the title seii tai shogun , "barbarian- 
subduing generalissimo." The imperial court formally awarded 
the title of shogun, which was meant to be temporary, to 
military commanders who were commissioned to conquer nomadic 
tribes in northeastern Honshu, the main island of Japan. 

Shogun became a permanent title in the late 12th century after 
the Minamoto Clan defeated the Taira Clan. In 1192 Minamoto 
no Yoritomo established the Kamakura Shogunate (1192-1333), 
a military government (bakufu) based in Kamakura, south of 
modern Tokyo, and forced the emperor to grant him the title 
of shogun. Shogunate is the standard English translation of 
bakufu , "tent government." The Kamakura Shogunate was followed 
by two more bakufu . the Ashikaga Shogunate (also known as 
the Muromachi Shogunate; 1338-1573), based in Kyoto, and the 
Tokugawa Shogunate (1603-1867), based in Edo. Japan suffered 
a century of civil warfare from the end of the Ashikaga to the 
beginning of the Tokugawa shogunate . 

During the eight centuries of military government, the 
emperors continued to hold court in Kyoto. The Japanese 
imperial line is the oldest hereditary monarchy in the world. 
Official chronicles compiled in the eighth century, the Koj iki 
and Nihon Shoki ( Nihonqi ) , traced the imperial line back to 
the Sun Goddess, Amaterasu o Mikami . According to legend, her 
grandson was Ninigi no Mikoto, whom she sent down to earth 
with three sacred symbols of authority, a mirror, sword, and 
jewel shaped like a bear claw. These three sacred treasures, 
or Imperial Regalia, legitimize imperial authority and are 
still presented to each new emperor of Japan when he ascends 
the throne. The most recent occasion was when Crown Prince 
Akihito became emperor upon the death of his father. Emperor 
Hirohito, in 1989. 

Jimmu-tenno, the grandson of Ninigi no Mikoto, was the 
legendary first emperor of Japan. The mythical founding of 
Japan was traditionally celebrated as November 2, 660 B.C., 
the date of the accession of Jimmu-tenno. The first historical 
emperor was Ojin, the 15th emperor in the traditional count, 
who reigned in the late fourth to early fifth century. The 
Japanese respectfully refer to a reigning emperor as tenno . 
"heavenly sovereign." He functions as the symbol of the state 
and as the chief priest of Shinto, the native Japanese 
religion. An emperor is always succeeded by his eldest son, 
the crown prince ( kotaishi ) . 

The shoguns never attempted to usurp the power of the 
emperor. Rather, they preserved the imperial court and used 
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the emperor to legitimize their own military rule. Samurai 
from domains in southern and western Japan overthrew the 
Tokugawa Shogunate partly because its leaders had concluded 
treaties permitting Westerners to live and trade in Japan, 
thus "polluting" the country's "sacred soil" over which the 
emperor was sovereign. Rebellious samurai followed the slogan, 
"Revere the Emperor, Expel the Barbarians" ( Sonno Joi ) . After 
power was "returned" to the emperor as head of state with the 
Meiji Restoration of 1868, the imperial family was moved from 
the Imperial Palace in Kyoto to a new palace on the site of 
Edo Castle. Edo was renamed Tokyo, "Eastern Capital." In 1869 
Meiji leaders promulgated State Shinto, an amalgam of 
religious and political concepts that promoted reverence for 
the emperor in order to gain the loyalty of all Japanese 
citizens for the new government. 

Along with the dual leadership of shogun and emperor, 
Japanese history is characterized by another unique factor. 

The country was never invaded by a foreign power until the 
Battle of Okinawa in 1945 at the end of World War II. In the 
late 13th century the Mongols led by Khublai Khan had 
attempted to invade Japan twice through Korea. However, on 
both occasions, in 1274 and 1281, violent typhoons (taifu in 
Japanese) arose in August and destroyed the Mongol fleets. The 
Japanese, in the belief that their gods ( kami ) had sent the 
typhoons to protect their country, called the storms kamikaze , 
"divine wind." From then on, they believed that the kamikaze 
made Japan invincible against attacks by foreigners. In World 
War II, pilots trained for suicide missions were honored with 
the name kamikaze . 

The Kamakura and Ashikaga shogunates never controlled 
the entire country. Local feudal lords, or daimyo . held power 
over their own local domains t han ) . The Ashikaga were based in 
Kyoto and controlled central Japan, but domains of daimyo in 
Kanto (the Tokyo region) and on the southern island of Kyushu 
were relatively autonomous. Rival daimyo began contending for 
power in the late 15th century, resulting in the Onin War 
(1467-77). This initiated a century of military rivalry known 
as the Sengoku Era or Warring States Era (1467-1568), which 
ended the Ashikaga Shogunate. 

Three powerful leaders brought the civil war to a 
close and unified Japan: Oda Nobunaga (1534-1582), Toyotomi 
Hideyoshi (1536-1598), and Tokugawa Ieyasu (1543-1616). Oda's 
father, Oda Nobuhide, was the daimyo of Nagoya Castle in Owari 
Domain, located between Kyoto and modern Tokyo. Hideyoshi 's 
father was a peasant who became a foot soldier in Oda's army. 
When Oda Nobunaga succeeded his father as daimyo , Hideyoshi 
joined his army and quickly rose to the rank of general. 
Nobunaga won several major battles under the motto, "to bring 
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the whole country under one sword" ( tenka-fubu ) . He adopted 
the Christian religion and Western firearms, which Portuguese 
missionaries and traders had recently introduced into Japan, 

He was also the first Japanese military leader to use ironclad 
ships, with which he blockaded the port of Osaka near Kyoto. 

Nobunaga took control of Kyoto in 1568, a major step 
toward unifying Japan. He might have gone on to accept the 
title of shogun, but in 1582 he was ambushed during a tea 
ceremony by one of his generals, Akechi Mitsuhide, and 
committed suicide. By then Nobunaga controlled more than half 
of the domains in Japan. Hideyoshi avenged his death by 
defeating Mitsuhide and continuing the unification process, 
making his headquarters at Nagoya Castle. He could not become 
shogun because he had been born into a low social class. 
However, in 1585 he was appointed imperial regent ( kampaku ) , 
and in 1586 he was appointed grand minister of state ( da j o 
dai.iin ) and given the family name Toyotomi . Hideyoshi is 
referred to in Japan by the honorary title taiko, which was 
awarded to an imperial regent after he retired. 

In 1587 Hideyoshi banned the Christian religion 
because, in his view, it threatened the political unity of 
Japan. Roman Catholic Jesuits had become active in the 
country, especially in Nagasaki on the southern tip of Kyushu, 
missionizing , controlling Portuguese trade with Japan, and 
even influencing the tea ceremony, which was widely practiced 
by members of the samurai class. Some daimvo had even 
converted to the Christian religion. 

Hideyoshi was the only leader of pre-modern Japan who 
attempted military expansion beyond the borders of the 
country. His greatest ambition was to conquer China. In 1592 
and 1597 he sent armies into Korea, a suzerain state in 
China's traditional tribute system, from where he aimed to 
launch an invasion of China. Both times, combined Korean and 
Chinese forces drove Hideyoshi 's armies back to the southern 
tip of the Korean peninsula. The second invasion was ended 
when Hideyoshi died suddenly in 1598. 

Hideyoshi' s most powerful vassal, Tokugawa Ieyasu, 
completed the process of unification by defeating rival daimvo 
at the Battle of Sekigahara in 1600. He accepted the title of 
shogun in 1603, thus founding the Tokugawa Shogunate, which 
lasted until 1867. The shogunate brought Japan a long period 
of peace, but at the price of being secluded from the outside 
world. Between 1633 and 1639, the Tokugawa Shogunate banned 
the Christian religion in Japan, expelled Roman Catholic 
missionaries and traders, and prohibited Japanese from 
traveling outside the country. The Dutch (who were Protestant 
Christians), Chinese, and Koreans were the only foreigners 
permitted to trade in Japan, but the Dutch were confined to 
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Dejima (Deshima) , a small artificial island constructed in 
Nagasaki Harbor on Kyushu. During this period of peace, known 
as the Edo Era, samurai had few outlets for their fighting 
skills, apart from competitions held by martial arts schools. 

In 1644 the Manchus, an ethnic group from Manchuria 
(modern northeastern China, situated between North Korea and 
Russian Siberia) , invaded China, overthrew the Ming Dynasty 
(1368-1644), and established the Ch'ing Dynasty (1644-1912). 
The Ch'ing doubled the size of the Chinese empire by 
incorporating such regions as Manchuria and Tibet, which made 
the Japanese feel threatened. At the same time, European 
powers were trying to open up China to Western-style trade. 

For more than a thousand years, the Chinese had considered 
their country the center of the world, calling it the "Middle 
(or Central) Kingdom" ( Chunq-kuo ) , and had regulated foreign 
trade through the tribute system. Any country that wanted to 
engage in trade with China was required to send a mission to 
submit to the suzerainty of the Chinese emperor and to present 
their country's products as payment of tribute. Many large and 
small Asian kingdoms had submitted to the tribute system 
because they could amass great profits from trading in Chinese 
luxury goods, including silk, porcelain, and tea. 

Japan refused to submit to the Chinese tribute system 
because of its combined heritage of continuous divine imperial 
rule and the powerful samurai class. European powers such as 
Britain, Portugal, France, and the Netherlands did not want 
to submit because they were used to open trade based on 
mercantile profit rather than submissive court ritual. They 
pressured the Ch'ing Dynasty to open ports to foreign trade, 
but the Ch'ing responded by limiting foreign trade to the 
southern port city of Canton (modern Guangzhou near Hong 
Kong) . 

In 1793 British King George III sent a mission headed 
by Lord Macartney to the Ch'ing court at Peking to request the 
opening of more ports and other trading favors. Lord Macartney 
refused to perform the required bows and prostrations called 
kowtow before the Ch'ing emperor but only went down on one 
knee, as he always did before King George. Ch'ing Emperor 
Ch'ien-lung told Lord Macartney that the Chinese empire had no 
need of British goods and that the Canton system for 
regulating foreign trade could not be altered. In 1816 Britain 
sent a second mission, headed by Lord Amherst, which met with 
the same lack of success. 

The British were losing vast amounts of silver to pay 
for Chinese tea and other goods because few Chinese wanted 
British products, which were mostly woolens and cottons. The 
British redressed the trade balance by smuggling opium from 
India, which they controlled, into China. Before long the 
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losses were reversed and Chinese silver began flowing out of 
the country. The Ch'ing appointed Lin Tse-hsu commissioner of 
Canton with orders to stop the opium trade. He held 350 
foreign traders hostage until the British surrendered 20,000 
chests of opium, which he destroyed. Lin then released the 
hostages and the British withdrew to the island of Macao, held 
by the Portuguese, and then to the island of Hong Kong. From 
there they continued their smuggling operations. 

In 1839 hostilities broke out between British and 
Chinese forces, resulting in the Opium War in which Britain 
defeated China in 1842. Britain forced the Ch'ing Dynasty to 
sign the Treaty of Nanking, the first of many "unequal 
treaties" imposed on China by foreign powers in the 19th 
century. Among other things, China ceded the island of Hong 
Kong to Britain, ended the Canton system to regulate foreign 
trade, opened five ports to British residents and foreign 
trade, gave British nationals the right of extraterritoriality 
in the open ports, limited the trade tariff to five percent, 
and paid Britain a large indemnity. 

In 1856 Chinese police pulled down the flag of a 
British ship, the Arrow , and a French Christian missionary was 
tortured and killed. British forces attacked Canton and took 
the city in 1858, and combined British and French forces led 
by Lord Elgin and Baron Gros moved on Tientsin, near Peking, 
and forced the Ch'ing to sign another treaty. However, the 
Chinese court refused to ratify the Treaty of Tientsin, and 
Chinese forces sank four British gunboats. In 1860, British 
and French troops took Peking and burned down the Summer 
Palace, while the emperor and his court fled north to Jehol . 
Prince Kung, the emperor's brother, negotiated the Convention 
of Peking with Britain and France, which opened ten more ports 
and gave more concessions to the foreign powers. These events 
are known as the Second Opium War, Arrow War, or Anglo-French 
War of 1856-60. Other foreign powers, including the U.S., 
pressured China to give them the same privileges and 
concessions as Britain, and they began carving up China into 
their own spheres of influence. 

Japanese leaders were fully aware of what the foreign 
powers were doing to China, and they did not want Japan to be 
forced open in the same way. Yet when the naval squadron of 
U.S. Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry appeared in Edo Bay in 
1853, the Japanese realized they would have to find a way of 
dealing with the foreign powers. An extensive debate opened up 
in Japan between proimperial loyalists who wanted to keep 
Japan closed and "unpolluted" by "foreign barbarians," and 
members of the Tokugawa Shogunate who wanted to appease the 
foreigners by signing limited trade treaties with them. 

Remote domains, such as Choshu, Tosa, Mi to, and 
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Satsuma, where Nagasaki was located, had been acting on their 
own to circumvent the restrictions the Tokugawa had placed on 
foreign trade. They had even sent their own agents to make 
trading agreements with European countries. Since 1609 Satsuma 
had controlled the wealthy trading kingdom of Ryukyu, the 
chain of islands stretching south from Kyushu to Taiwan 
(Formosa) now known as Okinawa. But this was kept secret from 
the Ch'ing because Ryukyu participated in China's tribute 
system and Satsuma did not want to lose the great profits 
it made. 

On July 29, 1858 the Tokugawa Shogunate and Townsend 
Harris, who had been given permission to reside in Japan as 
the U.S. consul, signed the Japanese-American Treaty of Amity 
and Commerce, also known as the Harris Treaty. Its terms 
included the opening of the ports of Nagasaki, Hakodate, and 
Kanagawa, with the ports of Niigata, Edo, and Osaka to be 
opened later, and the right of foreign residence and 
extraterritoriality in Edo and Osaka. Four other Western 
powers, Russia, Britain, France, and the Netherlands, 
pressured the shogunate to sign similar treaties with them, 
known as the Ansei Commercial Treaties. For the first time in 
250 years, Japan was forced to deal with Western powers. 

The shogun's representative, Ii Naosuke, had signed 
the foreign treaties without gaining the approval of the 
emperor. Proimperial factions loyal to the emperor and opposed 
to the shogunate 's actions began plotting to overthrow the 
Tokugawa Shogunate and restore power to the emperor in Kyoto. 
Extremists from Satsuma, Choshu, and Tosa domains controlled 
Kyoto. Satsuma had been bombarded by a British naval force, 
but the power of this force had impressed the Daimvo of 
Satsuma, who purchased the British ships and had the British 
navy train Satsuma samurai in Western sailing techniques. When 
the modern Japanese navy was established after the Meiji 
Restoration of 1868, Satsuma samurai provided most of the 
officers. Shogun Tokugawa Ieharu also recognized the 
importance of a modern Western-style navy, for in 1863 he 
ordered the building of a new naval training institute and 
shipyard at Hyogo, near the modern port of Kobe. 

Choshu Domain forced the emperor to decree that on 
June 25, 1863, all "barbarians" (foreigners) were to be 
expelled from Japan for polluting the "sacred Japanese soil." 
The emperor persuaded the shogun to set this date, but most 
daimvo recognized that the shogun would not be able to enforce 
it. Choshu attacked foreign forces in the Strait of 
Shimonoseki , and then Satsuma staged a coup d'etat in Kyoto 
to place more moderate officials in power at court. Rebellious 
Choshu began the radical action of forming a modern army that 
combined samurai and commoners, equipped with Western rifles. 
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Choshu and Satsuma continued to oppose both the foreign powers 
in Japan and the Tokugawa Shogunate. The shogunate sent forces 
to punish Choshu, but they met with defeat, and other daimvo 
refused to support the Tokugawa. 

In 1866 Satsuma and Choshu made a secret alliance to 
prevent the shogunate from crushing Choshu' s power, and they 
tried to bring Tosa Domain into their alliance. Shogun 
Tokugawa Iemochi died on August 29, 1866, and the shogunate 's 
Choshu expedition was ended. Tokugawa Yoshinobu (also known 
as Keiki) became the new shogun. Emperor Komei died on 
February 3, 1867 and was succeeded by his son, known by his 
reign name Emperor Meiji. In November, 1867 Yoshinobu handed 
over his special administrative powers to the emperor and then 
resigned the title of shogun. He still had many vassals and 
troops, and Satsuma had mobilized its forces against him, so 
the two sides were on the brink of a military confrontation. 

On January 3, 1868 officials from Satsuma, Tosa, 
Hiroshima, Echizen, and Owari domains staged a coup d'etat in 
Kyoto. Emperor Meiji read a proclamation that the "old 
(imperial) order" had been restored and that the political 
power of the Tokugawa Shogunate was officially at an end. A 
new Meiji government began to organize with military support 
from Satsuma, Choshu, and Tosa. Yoshinobu reluctantly led his 
vassals in a military action against Kyoto, but they were 
defeated at Fushimi south of the capital. He did not want to 
continue fighting and sailed back to his castle at Edo, where 
Saigo Takamori of Satsuma and shogunal retainer Katsu Kaishu 
negotiated a peaceful surrender of Edo. Some pro-Tokugawa 
forces still resisted but were defeated by Choshu troops in 
the Ueno district of Edo, and the city was subdued in July. 

On September 3, 1868 the city of Edo was renamed 
Tokyo, "Eastern Capital." The emperor left Kyoto, the seat of 
the Japanese imperial court since 794, and took up residence 
at Edo Castle, which remains the Imperial Palace. Leaders of 
the new Meiji government attempted to elevate the emperor to 
a symbol of Japanese national unity and loyalty, based on the 
belief that the imperial family was divine because it had 
descended from Amaterasu Omikami, the Sun Goddess. 

The Meiji government sent missions abroad to study 
Western political, economic, and military systems. By 1890 
Japan had developed political parties, a constitution, and a 
parliamentary system of government. In the 1870 's the Meiji 
ended the privileges of the elite samurai class and forbade 
them from wearing their swords. In 1873 Army Minister Yamagata 
Aritomo introduced the Conscription Ordinance of 1873, 
mandating universal conscription, a revolutionary act which 
replaced the samurai class with a professional army of men 
drafted from all social classes, even the peasants. 
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Samurai from Saga, Tosa, and Satsuma domains conducted 
rebellions against the Meiji but were defeated. The Satsuma 
Rebellion, led by Saigo Takamori in 1877, was the last stand 
of the samurai against the Meiji government. Saigo committed 
suicide by the traditional samurai method of disembowelment 
( seppuku ; vulgarly known as hara-kiri ) . But even in defeat, 
he became the symbol of courage, loyalty, and patriotism for 
Japanese nationalists. 

In 1871 the Meiji sent an ambassador to Peking to ask 
the Ch'ing Dynasty for the same concessions that China had 
granted to Western powers. Ch'ing official Li Hung-chang 
denied this request because, as he explained, the Western 
powers had forced the unequal treaties on China. But the 
Ch'ing did sign a treaty of trade and commerce with Japan, 
the Sino-Japanese Treaty of 1871, although it lacked the 
most-favored-nation clause that was included in the unequal 
treaties. This treaty marked the first time in history that 
China and Japan had established relations on an equal basis. 

That year, a conflict began brewing between the two 
countries when 54 sailors from the Ryukyu Islands were 
shipwrecked on Taiwan (Formosa), which belonged to China, and 
were killed by aborigines. Japan claimed that Ryukyu was its 
vassal state and demanded that China punish the aborigines. 
China responded that this was an internal Chinese affair. 

Japan sent a military expedition to Taiwan, and the Ch'ing 
Dynasty was so weak that it had to give in to Japanese 
demands. This was the first conflict in history between Japan 
and China. The Ch'ing signed a treaty with Japan in 1874 that 
recognized Japan's claim as "protector" of the Ryukyu Islands 
and referred to the people of Ryukyu as "people belonging to 
Japan." Japan thus joined the Western powers in breaking down 
the Chinese tribute system. In 1879 the Meiji government 
annexed Ryukyu and made it an official prefecture, known as 
Okinawa. The Ch'ing Dynasty was powerless to oppose Japan's 
actions . 

Japan also forced Korea, a vassal state of China's 
tribute system, to open up in the same way that the U.S. had 
opened Japan to foreign trade. In 1876 Japan and Korea signed 
the Treaty of Kanghwa, based on Western-style unequal 
treaties, which stated that Korea was independent from China 
and opened two Korean ports to Japanese trade. Rivalry between 
Japan and China over control of Korea culminated in the Sino- 
Japanese War of 1894-95. Japan and China concluded the Treaty 
of Shimonoseki on April 17, 1895 which gave Japan control of 
Korea, Taiwan (Formosa), and the Pescadore Islands near 
Taiwan; the Liaotung Peninsula in southern Manchuria, which 
included strategic Port Arthur (part of modern Dalian) ; and 
financial reparations from China. This made Japan the dominant 
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power in Asia and placed it on an equal footing with the 
Western powers. 

Russia, France, and Germany intervened to force Japan 
to give up the Liaotung Peninsula, and tensions increased 
between Russia and Japan over Manchuria and Korea. To gain an 
ally against Russia, Japan concluded the Anglo-Japanese 
Alliance with Britain in 1902. This was the first equal 
diplomatic and military alliance between Japan and a Western 
power . 

In 1904, the Russo-Japanese War broke out. On May 27, 
1905 the Japanese Imperial Navy led by Admiral Togo Heihachiro 
destroyed the Russian Baltic Fleet at the Battle of Tsushima, 
one of the greatest victories in naval history. This 
foreshadowed the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, during which 
the flagship of the Japanese Imperial Navy Striking Force 
raised the flag that Admiral Togo had flown at Tsushima. On 
September 5, 1905 Japan and Russia signed the Treaty of 
Portsmouth, under which Japan gained control of Korea, the 
South Manchuria Railway, the southern half of Sakhalin Island, 
and Russian leases in Port Arthur and Dairen (modern Dalian) . 
The Ch'ing Dynasty agreed to give Japan even more concessions 
in Manchuria. 

Japan supported Sun Yat-sen and other Chinese 
revolutionary leaders who overthrew the Ch'ing in the 
Revolution of 1911, thus ending a millenium of imperial rule 
in China, and who founded the modern Republic of China in 
1912. Thousands of Chinese students had gone to Japan in the 
first decade of the 20th century, and all the leaders of the 
early Chinese republic had been educated in Japan. Sun Yat-sen 
maintained close ties with the Japanese until he died in 1925. 

In 1910 Japan annexed Korea into the Japanese empire. 
In 1914 Japan joined World War II on the Allied side against 
Germany, partly to honor the Anglo-Japanese Alliance and 
partly to gain German holdings in Shantung Province, China and 
the Mariana, Marshall, and Caroline islands in the Pacific. 

But Japan shocked the world once again a year later when it 
presented its so-called Twenty-One Demands to China, an 
extensive list of demands that were intended to make China a 
virtual protectorate of Japan. Yuan Shih-k'ai, head of the 
Chinese republican government in Peking, secretly agreed to 
most of the demands. When this agreement was made public at 
the Paris Peace Conference in 1919, the Chinese people were 
infuriated and conducted extensive protests and boycotts of 
Japanese goods. Yet the Treaty of Versailles that concluded 
World War I permitted Japan to retain the German holdings it 
had seized during the war, and Japan was given a major seat 
in the League of Nations. 
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China fell into a period of rivalry among various 
warlords (Warlord Era, 1916-1928), and whichever warlord held 
Peking controlled the government. The Japanese military took 
advantage of the chaos in China to further its expansion. In 
1931 agents of the Japanese Kwantung Army fabricated the 
Manchurian Incident, starting with a bomb on the tracks of the 
Southern Manchurian Railway outside the capital at Mukden 
(modern Shenyang) , as a pretext to launch a full-scale 
invasion of the region. The League of Nations sent the Lytton 
Commission to investigate Japanese military actions in 
Manchuria but was powerless to stop them. In January 1932 
Japanese planes tried to end another Chinese boycott against 
Japanese goods by bombing Chapei, the Chinese district of 
Shanghai, the major trading city in China. This was the first 
terror bombing of a civilian population, and yet again the 
world was shocked. 

In March 1932 the Japanese government proclaimed the 
"independence" of its puppet regime in Manchuria, which it 
called Manchukuo (Man-chou-kuo in Chinese) . Many historians 
consider Manchukuo the first step toward World War II. Dairen, 
on the Liaotung Peninsula in Manchuria, was by then the second 
largest Chinese port after Shanghai, through which large 
quantities of strategic materials flowed to Japan to supply 
its military. Japanese troops began moving down from Manchuria 
into North China, and in 1933 they established a zone between 
the Chinese capital at Peking and the port city of Tientsin 
where Chinese troops were excluded except by Japanese consent. 
In 1934 Japan set up puppet governments in North China and 
Inner Mongolia and began smuggling large amounts of opium and 
Japanese-made goods into these regions. 

Despite all of these actions, Chiang Kai-shek, who had 
become head of the Chinese Nationalist ( Kuomintanq ; KMT) 
government, refused to use his troops to fight the Japanese 
invaders. He felt that the most important thing for the 
Nationalists was to oppose the Chinese Communists (CCP) . 

Chiang had cooperated with the Communists in the early 1920 's 
but had turned against them in a violent purge in 1927. He 
even ordered Chuang Hsueh-liang, the warlord of Manchuria, 
whose father, Chuang Tso-lin, had been assassinated by the 
Japanese, not to resist Japanese forces. Even more, he ordered 
Chuang to lead his Manchurian troops to fight the Chinese 
Communists at their base in Shensi Province in western China. 
In December 1936 Chang Hsueh-liang and Communist leaders in 
Shensi called a truce, kidnapped Chiang Kai-shek, and forced 
him to agree to a KMT-CCP United Front against Japan. 

During the 1930 's in Japan, ultrarightist nationalists 
conducted many terrorist attacks on civilians and military 
leaders and purged liberals from the government and academic 
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world to further the military cause. The newly created 
Japanese Imperial General Headquarters began meeting twice a 
week on the Imperial Palace grounds in Tokyo. Japan secretly 
began to construct two enormous battleships, the Vamato (the 
ancient name for Japan) and the Musashi. 

In China, matters came to a head near Peking on July 
7, 1937 when troops of the Japanese Kwantung Army clashed with 
Chinese soldiers. Known as the Marco Polo Bridge Incident, 
Japan used the conflict to send thousands more Kwantung Army 
troops from Manchuria through the Great Wall into North China. 
Chiang Kai-shek dispatched four Chinese Nationalist Divisions 
to the region. He also attacked Japanese forces in Shanghai, 
mainly to goad the foreign powers, who had large investments 
in the city, to come to his support. This prompted Japan to 
send 15 troop divisions into China. China and Japan were now 
fighting a full-scale but undeclared war. The Japanese called 
the war the "China Incident" or the "China Affair," while the 
Chinese called it their "War of Resistance against Japan 
(1937-45)." Also known as the Second Sino- Japanese War, many 
historians regard this conflict as the beginning of World 
War II. 

Japan had wanted Manchuria for its enormous resources, 
especially coal, iron, and timber. But it also desperately 
needed oil, rubber, and other strategic supplies produced in 
Southeast Asia for its military expansion. The Japanese 
Imperial Navy developed a plan for a "Southern Operation" to 
move into French Indochina (Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos), Siam 
(Thailand) , Burma, Malaya, Singapore, the Philippine Islands, 
and finally the Netherlands East Indies, which held great oil 
reserves. Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku saw that Japan's only 
option for executing this plan was to destroy the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii at the very beginning so the 
U.S. could not prevent Japan's southern expansion. Yamamoto 
had studied at Harvard University and had spent many years in 
the U.S., and he knew that war with the U.S. would probably 
end in defeat for Japan. Thus he saw a definitive surprise 
attack as Japan's best, and indeed only, option. 

Extensive tabletop war games conducted by the Japanese 
Imperial Navy consistently showed that Japan would lose a 
Pacific War with the U.S. Yet navy commanders never gave this 
information to the army or the prime minister's cabinet 
because they wanted to follow through on their plan despite 
the fact that the army was becoming overextended in China. 

Navy commanders assured the government and Emperor Hirohito 
that they supported efforts by Japanese Ambassador Nomura 
Kichisaburo in Washington to reach a peace settlement with the 
U.S. government. All they while they continued to develop 
their comprehensive plans for southward expansion. Ambassador 
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Nomura had no chance of achieving a peace settlement, despite 
his sincere efforts, and he had no idea of the navy's plans. 

In fact, he only learned of the devastating attack on Pearl 
Harbor when he returned home several hours after he had tried 
to offer a final proposal to U.S. Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull. Surely Ambassador Nomura is one of the most tragic 
figures in modern Japanese history. 

On March 9, 1942 the Japanese Imperial Army and Navy 
completed the execution of its Southern Operation when Java, 
the main island of the Netherlands East Indies, surrendered. 

By then Japan controlled all of the territories on which the 
Japanese Imperial Navy had set its sights. The whole world 
was now embroiled in the terrible agony of World War II. 

Although Japan was defeated and occupied by the Allied 
Powers in 1945, a controversial wartime legacy remains 
concerning Yasukuni Shrine ( Yasukuni Jin.ia ) , a Shinto shrine 
on Kudan Hill, on the northern side of the Imperial Palace in 
Tokyo. The shrine is dedicated to the worship of the "divine 
spirits" of those Japanese who died in civil and foreign wars 
from 1853 on; at present they number about 2.5 million. A 
Treasure House of war memorabilia is located in the shrine 
compound. Yasukuni is the central shrine of State Shinto 
( Kokka Shinto ) , a religious institution created during the 
Meiji Era (1868-1912) to promote reverence for the emperor and 
patriotic nationalism. In 1869 a shrine named Shokonsha Jinla 
("Shrine for Inviting the Spirits") was built to house the 
spirits of Japanese who had died in the campaigns that brought 
about the restoration of imperial rule with the Meiji Era. The 
chief priest was an imperial prince. In 1879 the shrine was 
renamed Yasukuni Jin.ia ("Shrine for Establishing Peace in the 
Empire"). The emperor continues to send his personal emissary 
to attend services, which are held annually on April 22 and 
October 18, and to special rituals such as enshrinements of 
new groups of Japanese who died in war. 

In the 20th century, the Japanese military exploited 
Yasukuni Shrine to heighten the nationalist feelings of the 
Japanese people so they would support its expansionist 
policies. Postwar Occupation authorities and the new 
Constitution of 1947, which asserted the separation of 
government and religion, required the Japanese government to 
end all support for Yasukuni Shrine, and it was turned into a 
private religious organization. Since the 1950 's in Japan, 
the dominant Liberal Democratic Party and conservative 
organizations such as the Bereaved Families Association have 
attempted to persuade the Japanese Diet (Parliament) to pass 
a bill to provide government support for the shrine. This 
attempt has been strongly opposed by the Socialist and 
Communist parties, Buddhist and Christian organizations, and 
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well-known intellectuals who argue against the violation of 
the separation between religion and government. 

In 1979, Prime Minister Ohira Masayoshi and several 
members of his cabinet visited Yasukuni Shrine, ostensibly 
to pay a "private visit," only a few months after the 
enshrinement there of General Tojo Hideki and six other 
leaders during World War II who had been tried and executed as 
war criminals by the Allied Powers after the war. The Japanese 
publicly protested Ohira 's visit to Yasukuni, as they did a 
similar visit by Prime Minister Nakasone Yasuhiro (p.m. 1982- 
87). In 1982 the Japanese Supreme Court began considering a 
landmark case in which a Buddhist monk and 23 citizens sued 
Ehime Prefecture in western Japan because the local government 
was sending monetary offerings to Yasukuni Shrine, which 
violated the Constitution of 1947. In April 1997 the Supreme 
Court ruled that the use of taxpayers' money for ritual 
offerings at religious shrines is unconstitutional. 

Japanese who publicly gathered to protest the decision 
included Hiroshi Sato, deputy chairman of the Committee to 
Recognize Dead War Heroes, who stated, "It is common practice 
everywhere in the world for nations to honor those who died 
for their country. This is not the end, this is the beginning 
of a war." Rie Tsumura, a spokeswoman for the lay Buddhist 
organization Soka Gakkai , disagreed because "Yasukuni Shrine 
is not Arlington National Cemetery. It's a religious site for 
followers of the Shinto faith." Conservative Japanese who 
oppose the Supreme Court ruling have vowed to increase their 
pilgrimages to the shrine. 
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CHRONOLOGY 



660 B.C. NOV. 2. Kinqetsu , the mythical founding of Japan. 

The traditional date of the accession of the first 
emperor, Jimmu-tenno ("Divine Warrior Emperor"). 

108 B.C. The Han Dynasty in China made northwestern Korea 
its colony. 

369 A . D . The Japanese made conquests at Mimana in Korea, 
which they held until 562. 

663 The Silla kingdom of Korea and the T'ang Dynasty of 

China defeated Japanese forces in Korea and destroyed 
the Korean kingdom of Paekche . 

712 Compilation of Kojiki , "Record of Ancient Things," 
a major classical source for Japanese history and 
mythology, especially regarding the Sun Goddess, 
Amaterasu Omikami, the supposed divine ancestor of the 
Japanese imperial family. 

720 Compilation of Nihon Shoki ( Nihonqi ) , "Chronicles 
of Japan," the second major classical source for 
Japanese history and mythology. 

794 The capital of the Heian Era (794-1185) in Japan was 
established at Kyoto, which remained the imperial 
capital of Japan until the Meiji Restoration of 1868, 
when the emperor moved to Edo (modern Tokyo) . 

803 Military commander Sakanouye Tamura Maro defeated the 
Ainu people on northern Honshu, the main island of 
Japan, in a campaign from 800-803. For this campaign 
the emperor gave him the temporary title seii tai 
shogun , "barbarian-subduing generalissimo." Military 
rulers in Japan later claimed the title of shogun. 

1185 The forces of the Minamoto Clan defeated those of 

the Taira (Heike) Clan, and Minamoto Yoritomo became 
the military ruler of Japan. This inaugurated the 
military regime ( bakufu , "tent government") known as 
the Kamakura Shogunate (1185-1336). Military 
governments held power in Japan from 1185 until the 
Meiji Restoration of 1868. 

1192 The emperor granted Minamoto Yoritomo the title of 
shogun. The title had formerly been temporary, but 
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1192 from now on it was granted to military rulers on a 
permanent basis. 

1259 The Mongols conquered Korea. 

1268 Mongol ruler Khubilai Khan sent an embassy to Japan 

demanding submission. Hojo Tokimune and his Council of 
State sent the embassy back without a reply, and 
assigned General Hojo Masamura to prepare to defend 
Japan against Mongol attack. 

1272 The Mongols sent a second embassy to Japan, which was 
in fact a declaration of war. 

1274 The Mongols attempted to invade Japan through Korea 

with a force of some 25,000 Mongols and Koreans. They 
attacked at Hakata Bay on the northern coast of Kyushu, 
the southernmost of the four islands of Japan. Japanese 
samurai held the Mongols off, and a violent typhoon 
taifu in Japanese) arose, so the Mongols retreated 
after just one day of fighting. They lost several ships 
in the storm and many soldiers were drowned. 

1279 The Mongols overthrew the Sung Dynasty (960-1279) in 
China and established the Yuan Dynasty (1279-1368), 
with Khubilai Khan as the first Yuan emperor (r. 1279- 
1294. They made Korea a vassal state of China 

1281 JUN. The Mongols attacked Japan a second time from 
Korea with a force of 140,000 soldiers. Japanese 
samurai fought off the Mongols until August. 

AUG. 15-16. Once again a powerful typhoon arose and 
destroyed the Mongol fleet. Numerous Mongol and Chinese 
soldiers were stranded on shore and killed by Japanese 
samurai . The Mongols retreated and never returned to 
Japan. The Japanese called the typhoon Kamikaze , "Wind 
of the Gods" or "Divine Wind," and believed that their 
gods protected them from foreign invaders. No foreign 
power ever attempted to invade Japan again until the 
Battle of Okinawa in 1945 during World War II. 

14th century Kitabatake Chakafusa, a historian and government 
official, wrote a text about the Japanese emperor. On 
the Legitimacy of the Imperial Line ( Jinno Shotoki ) . 

In this he emphasized the special nature of the 
emperor, which he termed kokutai . "national entity" or 
"national essence.” The leaders of the Meiji 
Restoration of 1868 who modernized Japan, and the 
Japanese military leaders of the 20th century, relied 
upon this concept of kokutai ■ 
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15th-16th Centuries Pirate bands, called wako or "Japanese" 
by the Chinese, attacked ports along the southern 
coasts of Korea and China. They included Japanese, 
Chinese, and Korean adventurers. 

1542 A Portuguese sailing ship headed for China was 

shipwrecked at Tanegashima on Kyushu, the southernmost 
of the four main islands of Japan. The Japanese soon 
learned how to copy the muskets on board the ship, and 
thus Western firearms were introduced into Japan. 

1549 Francis Xavier, a Roman Catholic Jesuit missionary, 

landed in Kyushu and began converting the Japanese. The 
local daimyo or feudal lord discovered that the Jesuits 
had great influence with Portuguese traders and that 
they had a mastery of scientific and technical 
knowledge that could benefit the daimyo in his 
rivalries with other clans in Japan. 

1557 The Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) in China permitted the 
Portuguese to use the island of Macao off southern 
China as their trading base. The Portuguese still own 
Macao but have agreed to return it to China in 1999, 
two years after Britain was scheduled to return Hong 
Kong to China on June 30, 1997. 

Japanese pirates caused the Ming government to cut 
all relations with Japan and to ban Chinese traders 
from traveling abroad, especially to Japan. 

1571 Portuguese trading ships began to call at Nagasaki 

on the southern tip of Kyushu Island, after the local 
daimyo , Omura Sumitada, opened the port at their 
request . 

1575 The Battle of Nagashino - for the first time in 

Japan, the use of firearms determined the outcome of 
a battle. The warlords Oda Nobunaga and Tokugawa 
Ieyasu defeated the powerful daimyo Talceda Katsuyori in 
eastern Japan. 

1582 One of Oda Nobunaga 's generals, Akechi Mitsuhide, 
attacked him, and Oda committed suicide to avoid 
capture. Toyotomi Hideyoshi, another of Oda's generals, 
then defeated Mitsuhide in the Battle of Yamazaki on 
July 2, 1582. 

1585 The emperor appointed Hideyoshi kampaku (imperial 

regent). By the end of 1585 Hideyoshi claimed all civil 
and military powers delegated by the emperor. 



17 




1587 



JUL. 23. Hideyoshi issued his first anti-Christian 
edict and took over Nagasaki, which was being run by 
the Portuguese Jesuits, to whom the Christian daimyo 
Omura Sumitada had given the city in 1580. 

JUL. 24. Hideyoshi presented an Edict of Expulsion to 
the Jesuits. Many stayed in Japan, went underground, 
and continued to win converts. 

Hideyoshi led his forces against Shimazu, the daimyo of 
Satsuma on southern Kyushu. Hideyoshi won the battle 
but permitted Shimazu to keep his territory, and 
returned in triumph to Kyoto. There he celebrated his 
victory with a massive outdoor tea ceremony at 
Kitano Shrine. 

1588 Hideyoshi 's "Great Sword Hunt," in which he confiscated 
swords from the peasants to prevent them from raising 
armed rebellions. He permitted only samurai to carry 
swords, which ruling drew a strict barrier between 
the samurai and peasant classes. 

1590 Hideyoshi completed the unification of Japan begun 
by Oda Nobunaga. He moved Tokugawa Ieyasu to a new 
domain comprised of provinces in the Kanto region (the 
vicinity of modern Tokyo) . There Ieyasu began building 
Edo Castle, which became the residence of Japanese 
emperors after the Tokugawa Shogunate was overthrown by 
the Meiji Restoration in 1868, when the emperor moved 
from Kyoto to Edo (Tokyo). 

1591 AUTUMN. Hideyoshi crushed the final resistance on 
northern Honshu Island. Japan was now reunified 
militarily and had a new feudal hierarchy. 

1592 Hideyoshi sent more than 250,000 troops to invade 
Korea. A vassal of Ming China, Korea had refused to let 
Japanese troops move through it to attack China. 
Hideyoshi 's forces captured Pusan and Seoul, the Korean 
capital, and advanced north to the border of Manchuria 
(modern northeastern China). He wanted to establish 
bases in Korea from which he could conquer China. The 
Chinese sent troops to fight the Japanese in Korea, 
their battles devastated much of the country. 

Hideyoshi took for himself the title of taiko (retired 
imperial regent) and passed the title of kampaku 
(imperial regent) to his son and designated heir. 
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1593 One-third of the Japanese forces in Korea had died 
from illness and the severe winter. The Japanese 
signed a truce with the Chinese armies in Korea and 
withdrew to the south. China claimed suzerainty 
over Korea. 

1596 Ming Chinese envoys went to Kyoto to negotiate peace 
terms and to invest Hideyoshi with the title, "King of 
Japan," granted by the Ming Emperor of China. This 
angered Hideyoshi, who did not want to submit to China 
as a vassal, and he planned a new invasion of Korea. 

1597 Hideyoshi launched his second Korean campaign. The 
Chinese sent troops into Korea and forced the Japanese 
to retreat all the way to the south. The campaign 
entered a stalemate . 

1598 SEP. 18. Hideyoshi died, and Japanese troops were 
withdrawn from Korea. All three countries, Korea, 

Japan, and China, had suffered terribly from the war. 
When Hideyoshi died, Daimyo Tokugawa Ieyasu was the 
most powerful member of the Council of Regency. 

1600 Tokugawa Ieyasu defeated all of his rivals at the 

Battle of Sekigahara, the last major battle on the main 
islands of Japan until the Meiji Restoration of 1868. 

1603 The imperial court formally awarded Tokugawa Ieyasu the 
title of shogun ( seii tai shogun ) . The Tokugawa 
Shogunate (1603-1867) was the third and most powerful 
of the three military governments (bakufu) that ruled 
Japan, along with the Kamakura Shogunate (1185-1336) 
and the Ashikaga Shogunate (1336-1573). The Tokugawa 
Shogunate is commonly known as the Edo Period, after 
the Tokugawa seat of government at Edo (modern Tokyo) . 
The shogunate was succeeded by the Meiji Restoration of 
1868, when proimperial samurai returned power to 
Emperor Meiji. 

1605 Tokugawa Ieyasu retired and was succeed by his third 
son, Tokugawa Hidetada (ruled 1605-23), although he 
continued to wield power behind the scenes, especially 
in foreign affairs. 

1607 Korea sent envoys to Japan. Tokugawa Ieyasu had 
attempted to restore relations with Korea by 
admitting Japan's guilt in invading Korea, suing for 
peace, returning Korean war prisoners, and agreeing to 
punish any Japanese who had desecrated Korean royal 
tombs. In 1609 Japan and Korea concluded a treaty. 

Korea sent 11 missions to Japan from 1607 to 1764. 
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1607 The Ming Dynasty refused to permit the Dutch to trade 

in China, so the Dutch East India Company established a 
base on the island of Taiwan (then known as Formosa, 
after the Portuguese name Ilha Formosa, "Beautiful 
Island"), where they ruled until 1662. 

1609 The Dutch, who were Protestant, unlike the Catholic 
Portuguese, received permission to trade with Japan. 

The British East India Company was given the 
opportunity to trade in Japan, but the company official 
there selected an unsuitable location and the trade 
did not prosper, so the British ended it. 

The Shimazu clan which ruled Satsuma domain (part of 
modern Kagoshima Prefecture) on the southern tip of 
Kyushu Island took control of the Ryukyu Islands 
(modern Okinawa) . Ryukyu was a trading kingdom that had 
submitted to the Chinese tribute system. The Shimazu 
kept their control of Ryukyu secret from the Chinese so 
they could profit from the lucrative trade. 

1611 Tokugawa Ieyasu encouraged Chinese merchants to trade 
in Nagasaki. By 1630 several thousand Chinese resided 
there, and Chinese junks plied the harbor despite Ming 
China's maritime embargo and Japan's refusal to submit 
as a vassal state to the tribute system by which China 
regulated foreign trade. Active trade took place 
between Japanese and Chinese merchants in Ryukyu, 
Taiwan, Luzon in the Philippine Islands, and as far 
away as Siam (modern Thailand) . 

1616 Tokugawa Ieyasu died. His son, Tokugawa Hidetada, ruled 
Japan from 1616-23. In 1616 year the Japanese 
restricted Dutch and English trade to the ports of 
Nagasaki and Hirado, both on the southern island of 
Kyushu . 

1627 The Manchus, an ethnic group from Manchuria (modern 
northeastern China), overran Korea. In 1644 they 
overthrew the Ming, China's ruling dynasty, and 
established the Ch'ing Dynasty (1644-1912) at Peking. 

1633 The Tokugawa Shogunate banned all Japanese from 
traveling abroad. 

1634 The Japanese constructed the island of Dejima (Deshima) 
in Nagasaki Bay. Completed in 1636, this became the 
only Japanese port open to Western trade. 

1635 The Japanese restricted all Chinese merchants in Japan 
to Nagasaki . 
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1637 



The Shimabara Uprising in Japan by 37,000 Christian 
converts and armed warriors on the Shimabara Peninsula 
near Nagasaki on Kyushu; it occurred after the height 
of persecution of Christians by the third Tokugawa 
shogun, Iemitsu. The shogunate sent 100,000 troops, 
which took three months to put down the rebels with the 
help of Dutch naval bombardments. Nearly all of the 
Christian rebels were killed at Shimabara. 

1639 The Tokugawa Shogunate issued decrees that implemented 
Japan's National Seclusion Policy (Sakoku, "Closed 
Country"). The shogunate expelled all Portuguese 
merchants and missionaries, imposed the death penalty 
on all Japanese who attempted to go abroad, and limited 
the construction of new ships to small ones that could 
only sail the Japanese coastal waters. Chinese 
merchants in Japan were strictly supervised and the 
Dutch were the only Europeans permitted to trade there. 
For the next 200 years the Nagasaki Kaisho , a semi- 
official merchant organization in Nagasaki, controlled 
the administration of foreign trade in Japan. 

1640 The Japanese executed all of the members of a 
Portuguese diplomatic embassy which had traveled to 
Japan to negotiate the resumption of trade. 

Cheng Chih-lung, a Chinese merchant based in the 
southeastern Chinese coastal province of Fukien, 
asked for Japanese help against the Manchus . Japanese 
officials supported an expedition to aid China but did 
not send one because they had doubts about Cheng's 
leadership, since he was not connected with the Ming 
Chinese court. In fact, Cheng soon defected to the 
Manchus. His son, Cheng Ch'eng-kung (known as Koxinga) , 
who had been born to a Japanese woman that Cheng 
Chih-lung had married in Hirado, drove the Dutch from 
Taiwan Island in 1662. 

1641 In Japan, Dutch traders were told to move from Nagasaki 
to Hirado, but the merchant guild in Nagasaki convinced 
the shogunate to let the Dutch move onto Dejima Island 
in the harbor. 

1644 JUN. 6. The Manchus overthrew the Chinese Ming Dynasty 
and established the Ch'ing Dynasty (1644-1912) with 
their capital at Peking. The Japanese and Chinese both 
considered the Manchus "barbarians." The Manchus made 
Korea a suzerain state and doubled the size of the 
Chinese empire by incorporating such regions as 
Manchuria, Mongolia, Tibet, and Turkestan (modern 
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1644 Sinkiang) , which made the Japanese feel even more 
threatened by them. 

1662 The southern Chinese leader Cheng Ch'eng-kung (known 
as Koxinga) drove the Dutch from Taiwan, where the 
Dutch East India Company had an important base. 

1689 China and Russia signed the Treaty of Nerchinsk under 
which the Manchu Ch'ing Dynasty claimed the Amur River 
region to prevent Russia from moving into Manchuria. 

1698 The Tokugawa Shogunate established the Nagasaki 
Clearing House ( so-kan.josho , commonly called the 
kaisho) , which centralized financial accounting for 
all aspects of foreign trade in Japan in one office. 

1727 The Treaty of Kiakhta between Russia and China 

supplanted the 1689 Treaty of Nerchinsk. It set the 
boundary between the two countries west of the 
Gorbitsa River (a tributary of the Shilka) , increased 
trade relations, and permitted Russia to have several 
unofficial representatives in Peking, the Chinese 
capital . 

1757 The Manchu Ch'ing government declared that all foreign 
trade in China was to be confined to the southern port 
city of Canton (modern Guangzhou) . 

1792 Britain sent an embassy headed by Lord George Macartney 
to China to persuade the Ch'ing government to open the 
country to Western-style trade. 

1793 Macartney's mission arrived in China. The British 
refused to submit to the Ch'ing emperor by performing 
the ritual bows and prostrations ( kowtow ) that were 
required of foreign envoys by the tribute system under 
which China conducted foreign trade. After the British 
refusal, Ch'ing Emperor Ch'ien-lung declared that China 
needed nothing from Britain. The Ch'ing then forced 
foreign traders to conduct their business through the 
guild of officially designated merchants in Canton, 
known as the cohonq or hong (from qonqhonq . "combined 
merchant companies"). In the 19th century the British 
ended the Canton System of Trade, as well as the 
traditional tribute system, by defeating China in the 
Opium War (1839-42) and Arrow War (Second Opium War; 
1857-60) . 

1798 Japanese classical scholar Motoori Norinaga completed a 
commentary on the Koiiki which influenced modern 
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1798 Japanese concepts regarding the divine power of the 
emperor . 

1816 The British sent another diplomatic mission to China, 
led by Lord Amherst, but the Ch'ing ordered them to 
leave when Lord Amherst declared that he would never 
perform the humiliating act of kowtow . The British 
increased their smuggling of opium from India into 
China to offset the great imbalance of trade created by 
the British purchase of enormous quantities of Chinese 
tea and luxury goods such as silk and porcelain. The 
Chinese did not want British trade items, which 
consisted mostly of cotton and woolen goods, so the 
British sold them illegal opium, which the Chinese paid 
for in silver. 

European ships first appeared in the Ryukyu Islands, 
south of the main islands of Japan. 

1824 Britain began fighting three Burmese Wars in which it 
conquered Burma, a vassal state of China, without 
Chinese intervention. In 1886 the Anglo-Chinese 
Convention formally recognized British control of 
Burma . 

1837 Morrison Incident - the Tokugawa Shogunate refused to 
receive the British ship Morrison and the Japanese 
castaways it was attempting to return to Japan. A group 
of Japanese scholars warned the shogun that this 
refusal could be dangerous for Japan, and in 1839 they 
were tried and convicted for criticizing the policy of 
the shogunate . 

1839 The Ch'ing government sent Lin Tse-hsu to Canton to end 
illegal imports of opium into China by the British and 
other foreigners, which were draining silver from 
China . 

MAR. 24. Lin Tse-hsu suspended all foreign trade in 
Canton and blocked the foreign factories (offices) . He 
held 350 foreigners hostage, including Captain Charles 
Elliot, British Superintendent of Trade. Elliot finally 
handed over to Lin 20,283 chests of opium to be 
destroyed . 

MAY 4. Lin Tse-hsu permitted foreign trade to resume 
and lifted the blockade of Canton the following day. 

MAY 24. Captain Elliot and the entire British community 
left Canton for the Portuguese island of Macao. 
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JUL. A conflict broke out between Britain and China 
over a Chinese man killed by a group of drunken British 
sailors in Kowloon, on the Chinese mainland across from 
Hong Kong. As a result, the British naval force at Hong 
Kong fired on a fleet of Chinese war junks, thus 
beginning the Opium War. 

DEC. 13. The Ch'ing issued an imperial edict cutting 
off trade between China and Britain. The British felt 
that they had to go to war to punish the Chinese. 

1840 JUN. A British expeditionary force gathered off Macao 
and unexpectedly sailed north past Canton. 

AUG. The British force threatened to attack Nanking, 

200 miles up the Yangtze River in central China. Ch'ing 
negotiators persuaded the British to return to Canton. 

1841 JAN. 20. British Captain Elliot and the Ch'ing envoy 
at Canton concluded the Chuenpi Convention, but the 
governments of both countries rejected the agreement. 

MAY. The British and Chinese began fighting again in 
the Canton region. 

AUG. Sir Henry Pottinger replaced Captain Elliot as 
leader of the British force and captured four cities on 
the Chinese coast . 

1842 MAY. The British began their campaign on the Yangtze 
River. By July 20 they had captured the junction of the 
Yangtze and the Grand Canal, opening their way to the 
major city of Nanking. The Ch'ing had to agree to 
binding negotiations. 

AUG. 29. Britain and the Ch'ing signed the Treaty of 
Nanking to conclude the Opium War. The 13 articles of 
this treaty, and supplementary treaties signed in 1843, 
gave Britain many rights in China which negated the 
tribute system by which China had regulated foreign 
trade. Some of the rights included the opening of four 
ports, Amoy, Fuchow, Ningpo, and Shanghai, in addition 
to Canton, to foreign trade; abolition of the Cohonq 
monopoly; fixed tariffs on exports and imports; equal 
relations between Britain and China, with a British 
consul in each treaty port and the right of British 
citizens accused of crimes there to be tried under 
British rather than Chinese law, a right known as 
extraterritoriality; awarding of the most-favored- 
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nation trading status to Britain by China; and the 
surrender of Hong Kong, an island near Canton where the 
British had anchored their ships during the Opium War, 
to Britain in perpetuity. 

Other foreign powers, often with the threat of force, 
demanded similar concessions from China. The Chinese 
called these agreements unequal treaties because 
they were unfavorable to China. They included the 
most-favored-nation clause, which meant that the new 
trading privileges were extended to all other nations 
that obtained treaty relations with China. 

1844 JUL. China and the U.S. signed the Treaty of Wang-hsia, 
extending the principle of extraterritoriality to civil 
and criminal cases. 

OCT. China and France signed the Franco-Chinese Treaty, 
also known as the Treaty of Huangpu. 

The King of the Netherlands requested that the Tokugawa 
Shogunate open Japan to foreign trade, but Shogun 
Tokugawa Iesada did not reply. The Japanese did not 
want to have unequal foreign trade forced upon their 
country by Western powers, as had happened to the 
Chinese . 

1847 Russia took advantage of China's weakness in the Opium 
War to expand into Chinese territory. The Tsar 
appointed Count Nicholas Muraviev governor-general 
of Eastern Siberia with instructions to explore the 
region of the Amur River, which borders Manchuria. By 
1854 his agents had occupied the entire region north of 
the Amur River, which under the Treaty of Nerchinsk had 
been considered Chinese territory. The treaty ports 
opened in China after the Opium War gave an advantage 
to British and American trade, which was conducted by 
sea, thus cutting into Russia's long-established 
overland trade with China. 

1849 The British East India Company gained control of all of 
India, and placed it under the government of the 
residing British Viceroy or Governor-General. The 
first Viceroy, Lord Canning, was appointed by the 
British Crown in 1859. 

1850 JUL. The Taiping Rebellion began in China, led by a 
Christian convert named Hung Hsiu-ch'uan, which 
nearly brought down the Ch'ing Dynasty. Thousands of 
Chinese soon joined the Taiping movement, especially 
southern Han Chinese who hated the "barbarian" Manchus 
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1850 who had invaded China, overthrown the Ming, and 
established the Ch'ing Dynasty. 

1851 The Whig administration of U.S. President Millard 
Fillmore authorized an expedition to open diplomatic 
and trade relations between the U.S. and Japan. 

1852 Taiping forces marched north through Hunan Province 
and east down the Yangtze River valley. Thousands 

more Chinese joined the movement. Other rebellions also 
took place in China around that time, such as the Nien 
Rebellion from 1852-68 in the region north of the Huai 
River . 

Russian envoys visited Shimoda, Japan. 

U.S. Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry was selected 
to command the East India Squadron and lead a naval 
expedition to open relations with Japan. His mission 
was to request humane treatment for American castaways 
in Japan, the opening of one or more Japanese ports for 
fuel and provisions, and the opening of one or more 
ports for foreign trade. If time allowed, he was also 
to make surveys of Japan's coastal waters and collect 
information. He was ordered to be forceful with the 
Japanese but not to use weapons against them except in 
self-defense. Perry's squadron, consisting of only 
two sailing sloops and two steam-powered warships, set 
sail in late 1852. 

1853 MAR. The Taipings captured Nanking, the southern 
capital of the Ch'ing Dynasty on the Yangtze River, 
where they established their own "Heavenly Capital" 

( T ' ien-chinq ) . By now the movement had more than one 
million followers. The Taipings captured 600 Chinese 
walled cities and sent an army north toward Peking, the 
Ch'ing capital. 

JUL. 8. Commodore Perry arrived in Edo Bay (now Tokyo 
Bay) in Japan. Prior to this, he had staged landing 
maneuvers at Naha in the Ryukyu Islands to impress 
Japan with the power of the U.S. military. Perry 
delivered a letter from President Fillmore requesting 
treaty relations between Japan and the U.S. Perry told 
the Japanese officials that he would give them time to 
consider his request and would return in a year for 
their answer, but with a more powerful naval fleet. 
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1853 The Tokugawa Shogunate and the imperial court debated 
what to do, and everyone wished to maintain Japan's 
isolation. However, Abe Masahiro, the shogun's main 
adviser, realized that American power made it necessary 
for the Japanese to compromise. Japanese officials 
continued their debate over "opening" ( kaikoku ) versus 
"exclusion" ( joi ) during the 1850 's and 1860 's. 

1854 FEB. Commodore Perry returned to Japan from Hong Kong 
and Macao, stopping to pay a second visit to Ryukyu. 

He now commanded a fleet of nine ships, including three 
steam frigates. In Japan he insisted that negotiations 
be held at Kanagawa (part of modern Yokohama) , close to 
the capital at Edo. 

MAR. 31. Japan and the U.S. signed the Treaty of 
Kanagawa, also known as the Treaty of Amity. It was 
concluded in the name of the Tokugawa Shogun, not the 
emperor. The treaty opened two small ports to foreign 
ships for supplies and repairs, at Shimoda on the Izu 
Peninsula south of Edo, and at Hakodate on the northern 
island of Hokkaido. Japan promised to treat American 
shipwrecked sailors well, to give the U.S. most-favored- 
nation treatment, and to permit an American consul to 
reside at Shimoda. 

Although the Treaty of Kanagawa did not include trade 
relations, it became the model for agreements that 
Japan concluded with Britain, Russia and the 
Netherlands from 1864-56. The fact that the Tokugawa 
Shogunate, and not the emperor, had concluded these 
treaties contributed to anti-Tokugawa feeling in Japan. 

The King of the Netherlands sent Lt. G. Fabius, captain 
of the Dutch ship Soembing, to Japan at the request of 
the shogunate. Between August 21 and October 26, 1854, 
Fabius instructed more than 200 students in Nagasaki on 
Western ship construction and navigation. 

1855 The Dutch sent the Soembing to Japan once again with 

a detachment of 21 men led by Lt . G.C. Pels Rijcken to 
further instruct the Japanese in modern sailing and 
navigation. The Dutch gave the ship to the Tokugawa 
Shogunate, which renamed it the Kanko Maru and used it 
to begin building a modern navy. 

1855 From 1855-61, the first modern Japanese shipbuilding 
yards were constructed in Nagasaki by the Tokugawa 
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Shogunate with Dutch assistance. Called the Nagasaki 
Shipyards, they are now a part of Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries, Ltd. Mitsubishi bought the shipyards in 
1887 and in 1893 renamed them Mitsubishi Nagasaki 
Zosensho. They were the largest privately owned 
shipyards in Japan until the end of World War II. 

1856 AUG. An American named Townsend Harris arrived to take 
up residence in Shimoda, Japan and began negotiations 
that led to a commercial treaty between the U.S. and 
Japan the next year. Harris warned the Japanese that if 
they did not conclude a commercial treaty with the 
U.S., the British and French would deal with Japan 
much more harshly than had the Americans. 

In the autumn, combined British and French forces began 
fighting Chinese forces in the Second Opium War 
(1856-60), also known as the Anglo-French War and the 
Arrow War. 

1857 The Indian Mutiny of 1857-58 against the British - a 
mutiny in northern India by 47 battalions of native 
Hindu and Muslim soldiers, known as sepoys, and Sikh 
forces. The British crushed the mutiny, ended the 
Moghul Dynasty, and transferred authority over India 
from the rule of the British East India Company to the 
sovereignty of the British Crown. After the mutiny, 
Indian resistance against the British continued to 
grow. 

MAR. A Japanese commander and sailors sailed the Kanko 
Maru (formerly the Soembing ) from Nagasaki toward Edo. 

The shogunate opened the "Institute for the 
Investigation of Barbarian Books" ( Bansho Shirabesho ) 
in Edo. The institute became a major center of Western 
learning in Japan. 

SEP. A second detachment from the Netherlands brought 
more ships to Japan, which the Dutch government sold to 
the shogunate. 

DEC. Townsend Harris visited Shogun Tokugawa Iesada at 
Edo Castle. The Japanese, fully aware of the power of 
Western nations, agreed to a commercial treaty with 
the U.S. 
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1858 A British naval force bombarded and captured Canton. 

British forces led by Lord Elgin and French forces led 
by Baron Gros took the strategic Ch'ing Taku forts 
along the North China coast and threatened the large 
industrial port city of Tientsin and the Chinese 
capital at Peking. The Ch'ing Dynasty sued for peace 
and was forced to sign the Treaty of Tientsin, which 
was very harsh on China. The Ch'ing, not wanting to 
honor the treaty, attacked and defeated British forces. 

Russian Count Nicholas Muraviev, taking advantage of 
the chaos in China caused by the Taiping Rebellion 
and the Second Opium War, presented Russian demands for 
territory to local Ch'ing officials in Heilungkiang, 
Manchuria. The officials knew that the central 
government could not send troops there if the Russians 
made a military move, so they agreed to the demands. 

The Treaty of Aigun ceded to Russia all territory north 
of the Amur River; established joint Russian-Chinese 
control of the land lying between the Ussuri (Wusuli) 
River and the sea; and gave both Russia and China the 
right to navigate the Amur, Ussuri, and Sungari rivers. 

JUL. 29. Japan and the U.S. signed the Japanese- 
American Treaty of Amity and Commerce, also known as 
the Harris Treaty. Its terms included the opening of 
the ports of Nagasaki, Hakodate, and Kanagawa, with 
Niigata, Edo, and Osaka to be opened later; the right 
of foreign residence and extraterritoriality in Edo and 
Osaka; and an agreement regarding customs dues. The 
U.S. also agreed to supply ships, weapons, and 
technicians to Japan. Japan then had to sign similar 
treaties with four other Western powers, Russia, 
Britain, France, and the Netherlands. These are known 
as the Ansei Commercial Treaties. This was the first 
time in 250 years that Japan was forced to deal with 
Western powers. 

Ii Naosuke, the "great elder" ( tairo ) of the Tokugawa 
Shogunate, signed the Harris and Ansei treaties without 
approval of the emperor. This infuriated radicals in 
Japan who opposed the shogunate, which attempted to 
eliminate its opponents in the Ansei Purge from 
1858-60. Ii was assassinated in 1860, after which the 
radicals forced the shogunate to issue several edicts 
against foreign powers from 1862-64. The Western powers 
also held back from fully implementing their treaties 
with Japan. 
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Henry Heusken, Townsend Harris's Dutch 
interpreter, was also killed in Edo in January 1861. 

The Japanese faction that supported the emperor and 
called for resistance to foreign demands used the 
slogan Sonno Joi , "Honor the emperor, expel the 
barbarians . " 

1859 JUL. The Harris Treaty took effect. Japanese ports 
were opened to foreign trade, and a foreign trading 
community was established at Yokohama, near Edo. 
Japanese silk quickly became a very profitable item 
of trade. 

1860 The Tokugawa Shogunate sent its first mission to 
Washington, DC. to formally ratify the Harris Treaty. 
This was the first official embassy that Japan sent to 
the Western world. Three shogunate officials led a 
group of 76 men. They also went to New York and 
returned to Japan by way of West Africa and Hong Kong. 
The mission saw first-hand that the British had more 
power and importance than the Dutch, and so the 
Japanese began turning away from the study of what they 
called "Dutch learning" toward the study of English. 
This change was reinforced by Japanese contact with 
the U.S. 

A Japanese sea captain, Katsu Rintaro, remained 
in San Francisco while the rest of the mission went to 
Washington. There he studied in detail the American 
naval installations, ships, and weapons, and learned 
about the organization of a modern navy. He also 
visited mines and factories in the region. 

Britain sent a mission to Peking to negotiate with 
the Ch'ing, but the Ch'ing arrested them and had some 
executed. Lord Elgin retaliated by leading British and 
French troops into Tientsin and Peking. Ch'ing Emperor 
Hsien-feng and his court fled north to the Manchu 
summer resort at Jehol (modern Chengde in Hopeh 
Province) . The foreign troops looted Tientsin and 
Peking and burned down the Summer Palace in Peking. 

Prince Kung, the emperor's brother, stayed in 
Peking to deal with the British. They forced him to 
ratify the Convention of Peking, which placed a high 
indemnity on China. China also ceded to Britain the 
southern part of Kowloon Peninsula, on the Chinese 
mainland across from the British Crown Colony of Hong 
Kong, and opened ten more treaty ports. The Ch'ing gave 
permission for Chinese to emigrate on British ships. 
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1860 and thousands of Chinese laborers began emigrating 
to many countries around the world. 

While foreign troops were rampaging in Peking, the 
Russian minister to China, General Ignatief, promised 
to intercede with the British and French if Prince Kung 
would cede to Russia the territory in Manchuria between 
the Ussuri (Wusuli) River and the Sea of Japan. Prince 
Kung did so by signing the Treaty of Peking. Russia 
hence gained 350,000 square miles of Chinese territory, 
the coastal strip from the Amur River to the border 
with Korea, without having to fight. Russia founded 
Vladivostok (meaning "To Rule the East") at the 
southern tip of this territory, and today this city is 
Russia's largest naval base in the Far East. In 1861 
China and Russia signed a supplementary agreement that 
gave Russia the north bank of the Amur River and 
exclusive concessions in Manchuria. 

The U.S. and other foreign powers forced China to give 
them concessions similar to those it had given Britain, 
in a series of "unequal treaties." Britain and the 
other foreign powers then supported the Ch'ing against 
the Taipings, because they preferred to keep a weak 
Ch'ing government in power that they could manipulate, 
rather than have a new movement establish an 
uncontrollable new government in China. 

MAR. 24. In Japan, Ii Naosuke, the chief minister of 
the Tokugawa Shogunate, who was blamed for allowing 
foreign traders into Yokohama, was assassinated and 
beheaded at the gate of Edo castle by pro-imperial 
samurai from Satsuma and Mito domains. They claimed 
that Ii had acted against the will of the emperor. This 
murder inaugurated several years of turmoil in Japan. 

1861 The Ch'ing government in Peking established the 
Tsunqli Yamen or Foreign Office, commonly known as the 
Yamen, to handle diplomatic relations with Western 
nations. The Yamen replaced the Bureau of Barbarian 
Affairs under the traditional Chinese tribute system, 
which had been based on the belief that China was the 
powerful center of civilization. The Chinese thus were 
being forced to change their view of themselves in the 
global context. 

The Peking Field Force became the first army corps in 
China to be completely equipped with Western firearms. 
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1861 JAN. Henry Heusken, Townsend Harris's secretary and 
interpreter, was murdered in Edo. 

AUG. 22. Chinese emperor Hsien-feng died. He was 
succeeded by the five-year-old son of Empress 
Hsiao-ch'in, later known as Empress Dowager Tz'u Hsi . 
The new emperor reigned from 1862-74 as Emperor 
T'ung-chih. Tz'u Hsi staged a coup that removed the 
co-regents appointed in Hsien-feng 's will, and she, 
Empress Tz'u An, and Prince Kung took control while 
keeping T'ung-chih on the throne, with Tz'u Hsi 
wielding the real power. 

1862 A second Japanese mission left for Europe to request 
a delay in opening additional ports in Japan. 

France and Annam (northern Vietnam) concluded a treaty 
giving France the right to trade, make Christian 
converts, and navigate the internal rivers in Annam. 
Moreover, Annam paid indemnities and ceded three 
provinces to France. 

The first foreign language school for training 
interpreters and translators in China was established 
at Peking. Many Chinese intellectuals now finally 
admitted, for the first time in Chinese history, that 
they could learn a great deal from the so-called 
"barbarians . " 

In the spring, the first plot in Japan by pro-imperial 
loyalists was developed by men gathered at Teradaya, a 
hostel at Fushimi , the port for the imperial capital at 
Kyoto, where men from Satsuma were authorized to stay. 
The Daimyo of Satsuma broke up the plot. 

MAY. U.S. Consul Townsend Harris resigned his post in 
Japan because of ill health and retired to New York 
City. 

MAY 31. Combined Ch'ing and Western forces laid siege 
to Nanking, headquarters of the Taipings. Li Hung-chang 
organized a Ch'ing army in Anhui Province, which joined 
the army in Hunan Province led by Tseng Kuo-fan to 
fight the Taipings. 

1862 SEP. 14. Charles Robinson, an Englishman in Japan, and 
his three companions refused to dismount and bow to the 
Daimyo of Satsuma as his procession passed by at 



32 




1862 



Namaugi between Edo and Kyoto. Satsuma samurai killed 
Richardson and wounded two of the other men. The 
British government demanded an apology and a large 
indemnity from the Tokugawa Shogur.ate and a further 
indemnity from the Daimyo of Satsuma, as well as the 
executions of the samurai who had killed Richardson. 

The shogunate gave in to British demands but 
Satsuma did not. A British naval force of seven ships 
took position off the Satsuma capital of Kagoshima on 
Kyushu Island. After Satsuma forces fired upon them, 
they bombarded Kagoshima and sank many ships in the 
harbor. The Japanese in Satsuma were impressed by 
British naval power, and the Daimyo of Satsuma bought 
the British ships and had the British navy train 
Satsuma men in Western sailing techniques. British- 
trained Satsuma samurai later provided most of the 
officers when the modern Japanese navy was established 
during the Meiji Restoration (1868-1912). However, the 
British bombardment of Kagoshima gave many Satsuma 
samurai the resolve to avenge the shame their domain 
had suffered. 

OCT. 15. The Tokugawa Shogunate revised the regulations 
for the "alternate-year attendance" system (sankin- 
kotai) whereby it had required the daimyo to spend 
every other year in Edo and to leave their families 
there as hostages. Attendance of daimyo in Edo was 
reduced to only 100 days in three years, and the family 
hostages were allowed to return home from Edo. Most 
daimyo went to Kyoto, which then became the political 
center of Japan. But great numbers of pro-imperial 
ronin (samurai without masters) created violence in 
Kyoto and influenced court nobles to take a position 
opposing foreigners in Japan. Kyoto was controlled by 
extremists from Tosa, Choshu, and Satsuma provinces. 

The Tokugawa Shogunate later tried to reinstate the old 
system of alternate-year attendance, but the daimyo 
refused to obey. 

In 1862 Japan sent its first embassy to Europe. 

1863 APR. 21 Shogun Tokugawa Iemochi paid a visit to the 

emperor in Kyoto, the first such visit since the 17th 
century. He remained there until July 31. 

1863 MAY 11. The shogun ordered Katsu Rintaro to build a new 
naval training institute and shipyard at Hyogo, near 
the modern port of Kobe. Katsu had pointed out to the 
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shogun the inadequacy of Japanese coastal defense in 
that region of the Inland Sea, which included the 
important trading cities of Osaka and Sakai. The 
facilities at Nagasaki were to be transferred to this 
new naval center. 

JUN. 25. The date, decreed by the shogun, on which 
all "barbarians" were to be expelled from Japan for 
polluting the "sacred Japanese soil." Choshu Domain 
had forced the emperor to persuade the shogun to set 
this date, but most daimvo realized that the shogun 
would not be able to enforce the decree. Nevertheless, 
Choshu men fired cannons against American, French, and 
Dutch ships in the Strait of Shimonoseki . The Americans 
then bombarded the Choshu forts and sank two ships . 
Several days later, French forces made a landing and 
destroyed the Choshu forts. 

Satsuma then staged a coup d'etat in Kyoto to place 
more moderate officials in power at court. Choshu 
continued to resist and began forming military units 
combing samurai and commoners, armed with Western 
rifles. Choshu 's anti-foreign actions precipitated a 
second military action in Japan by foreign powers in 
1864. The Satsuma and Choshu domains, in southern and 
western Japan, were traditional enemies of the 
Tokugawa. Their samurai were well trained and their 
leaders were independent and hard for the Tokugawa to 
control. Since these domains included ports of entry 
for Chinese and Dutch trade, they possessed Western- 
style weapons. Three Choshu samurai became leaders of 
the Meiji government established in 1868, Ito Hirobumi, 
Inoue Kaoru, and Yamagata Aritomo, who founded the 
modern Japanese military. 

AUG. 15. After Satsuma refused to pay an indemnity to 
Britain for the murder of Charles Richardson, a British 
squadron bombarded and destroyed Kagoshima . The 
imperial court summoned Shimazu Hisamitsu, Daimvo of 
Satsuma, to Kyoto, where Shimazu dominated the palace 
councils. Satsuma leaders, including Okubo Toshimichi, 
Saigo Takamori, and Komatsu Tatewaki , began increasing 
Satsuma ' s foreign trade to acquire foreign weapons. 

They recognized that cooperation with the foreigners 
could strengthen their domain. 

SEP 30. Forces from Satsuma and Aizu domains led the 
coup , seizing the gates to the imperial palace and 
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forcing Choshu extremists to leave Kyoto, along with a 
group of seven loyalist court nobles. This deprived the 
pro-imperial loyalist ( Sonno Joi ) faction in Kyoto of 
military support. 

1864 FEB. 1. Choshu forces shelled a Satsuma ship in the 

Strait of Shimonoseki , and soon after burned a Satsuma 
ship in Beppu harbor . 

MAR. Shogun Tokugawa Iemochi paid a second visit to 
Kyoto and remained there until June 23. He held a 
series of meetings on foreign relations with the court 
and daimvo who served as palace advisers. 

JUN. 1. In China, Taiping leader Hung Hsiu-ch'uan 
committed suicide, and Hung Fu was named his successor. 

JUL. 10. In Japan, forces of the Tokugawa Shogunate 
moved against Choshu antishogunate plotters in Kyoto. 
This angered the proimperial loyalists and motivated 
them to attack Kyoto and attempt to capture the 
emperor . 

JUL. 19. Chinese troops finally took Nanking from the 
Taipings after a 15-day battle. None of the Taipings 
there surrendered, and 100,000 were killed or burned to 
death. During the 14 years of the Taiping Rebellion, 
more than 30 million people had been killed in China. 

JUL. 28. In Kyoto, shogunate troops surprised a group 
of plotters from Choshu and Tosa, killing seven, 
wounding four, and capturing twenty. Choshu troops then 
moved north to Osaka. The shogun appointed the Daimvo 
of Nagoya to lead a combined force against Choshu. 
Moderates in Choshu were willing to negotiate, and 
Saigo Takamori, a Satsuma official, helped work out an 
agreement. But members of the Choshu military units 
took control of the Choshu capital of Shimonoseki and 
formed a new extremist domain government . 

AUG. 19. Choshu troops drove toward the palace gates 
in Kyoto. Combined shogunate, Satsuma, and Aizu forces 
finally defeated them. 

Conflict between proimperial loyalist and 
proshogunate conservative factions in Kyoto led to the 
Mito Civil War, an uprising by the proimperial faction 
in Mito Domain (part of modern Ibaraki Prefecture) . 
Along with the Choshu Expeditions of 1864 and 1866 and 
the Boshin Civil War of 1868-69, this was one of the 
three major wars in Japan that brought down the 
Tokugawa Shogunate . 
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1864 AUG. 24. The imperial court ordered a Tokugawa military 
expedition to punish Choshu, which got underway on 
December 16, 1864, led by Saigo Takamori . 

The Tokugawa Shogunate had sent official envoys sent 
abroad, but not only had they been unable to persuade 
Western powers to yield their treaty rights in Japan, 
they had even given in to further foreign demands . They 
agreed to pay France indemnities for the ships that 
Choshu had shelled, and they had promised that the 
Strait of Shimonoseki would be reopened with French 
help. But the shogunate refused to honor these 
agreements . 

SEP. 5. A flotilla of 17 British, French, Dutch, and 
American warships sailed into the Strait of Shimonoseki 
to force the reopening of the strait to foreign ships. 
Once again they destroyed the rebuilt Choshu forts at 
Shimonoseki. Choshu samurai Ito Hirobumi and Inoue 
Kaoru, who had illegally left Japan and studied in 
London, had recently returned to Choshu and were able 
to persuade Choshu officials that they would not be 
able to expel the foreigners. 

NOV. 10 Katsu Rintaro was dismissed as Naval 
Commissioner and Oguri Tadamasa was given the position 
to build a modern Japanese navy. 

1865 MAR. 6. The Tokugawa Shogunate announced a second 
punitive military expedition against Choshu, which set 
forth on June 9, 1865. Fighting did not begin until the 
summer of 1866. The shogun went to Kyoto and received 
the emperor's authorization for the expedition. Many 
daimyo realized that the shogun was actually 
undertaking the expedition to crush all antishogunate 
resistance, and so they refused to cooperate with the 
Tokugawa. Some officials, such as Saigo Takamori, felt 
that the imperial court should remove from the Tokugawa 
Shogunate all power to deal with foreign affairs. 

JUN. 9. The expedition against Choshu set forth. Choshu 
was now very strong, since government official Kido 
Koin had modernized the domain's military forces. Saigo 
Takamori of Satsuma and Kido Takayoshi of Choshu worked 
out an agreement that Choshu would provide supplies for 
Satsuma troops stationed in Kyoto and that Satsuma 
would acquire Western weapons for Choshu. 
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JUL. Just as the procession of Shogun Tokugawa Iemochi 
arrived at Kyoto, a flotilla of foreign ships entered 
Osaka Bay, "polluting" the waters closest to the 
Japanese imperial capital for the first time. The 
shogunate had to deal with this crisis before moving 
against Choshu. The Western powers had sent their ships 
to demand that the emperor approve the treaties that 
the Tokugawa Shogunate had signed. The appearance of 
this foreign fleet destroyed any chance of the 
shogunate becoming ascendant over the imperial court . 

NOV. 20. A squadron of nine foreign warships appeared 
in Hyogo Bay to demand the opening of Hyogo to foreign 
trade as well as imperial ratification of the treaties 
between Japan and foreign powers. Pressed by the 
shogunate, the imperial court heatedly debated the 
issue for two days and decided to grants its approval 
to foreign demands on November 22. 

Harry Parkes , the new British minister to Japan, 
arrived there from China. He soon came to agree with 
Thomas Glover, a Scottish weapons dealer in Nagasaki, 
that Britain should resist attempts by the Tokugawa 
Shogunate to control foreign trade in Japan. This was 
at the time when Choshu wanted to buy foreign weapons 
to fight the Tokugawa Shogunate. Parkes had a good 
opinion of the Choshu and Satsuma leaders he met and 
did all he could to help them oppose the Tokugawa. 

Satsuma agents went to Britain, France, and 
Belgium, where they negotiated to purchase weapons and 
modern factory equipment . Satsuma agent Godai Tomoatsu 
negotiated with a French baron to have products from 
Satsuma and Ryukyu, which Satsuma controlled, shown at 
the Paris Exposition of 1867. Satsuma Daimvo Matsudaira 
was eager to bypass Tokugawa restrictions and conduct 
trade on a large scale between his domain and European 
nations . 

In 1865 the first modern shipyard in China was built at 
Shanghai . 

1866 MAR. 7. The Satsuma-Choshu Alliance - Satsuma and 

Choshu negotiated a secret agreement that would block 
plans by the Tokugawa Shogunate to crush Choshu' s 
power. This was the first agreement between two domains 
in Japan since the 17th century, and it showed that the 
shogunate no longer held leadership over the entire 
nation. Satsuma and Choshu then tried to bring Tosa 
Domain into their alliance. 
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JUN. 13. The cost of the expedition against Choshu had 
driven up food prices in Japan, and antishogunal rice 
riots broke out in Osaka and other cities in the 
Tokugawa Domain. This further weakened the power and 
authority of the shogunate. Satsuma refused to 
cooperate with the expedition against Choshu, and 
Hiroshima Domain, the staging area for the expedition, 
refused to contribute troops. 

JUL. Fighting began against Choshu, and shogunate 
forces suffered humiliating losses, which increased the 
divide between the shogunate in Edo and the imperial 
court in Kyoto. It also spurred daimvo all over Japan 
to increase their own military and economic power, and 
many of them actively sought Western trade and support. 

AUG. 29. Shogun Tokugawa Iemochi died in Osaka Castle, 
although his death was not announced until September 
28, 1866. Iemochi 's death provided a convenient excuse 
to call for a cease-fire in the Choshu expedition. 

He was succeeded as shogun by Tokugawa Yoshinobu (also 
known as Keiki). Leon Roches, the French minister to 
Japan, helped Yoshinobu reorganize his administration 
and military forces and build a modern dockyard at 
Yokosuka. In response. Sir Harry Parkes , the British 
minister to Japan, supplied arms to Satsuma and Choshu. 
The Tokugawa Shogunate was now past the point of being 
able to recover its former power and authority. 

OCT. 10. The Tokugawa Shogunate and Choshu officials 
reached an agreement for a cease-fire, thus ending the 
second Choshu expedition with total disaster for the 
shogunate . 

1867 Japan first officially participated in an international 
exhibition, held in Paris. During the Meiji Period, 
Japan set up impressive displays at all major 
international exhibitions and many smaller ones. These 
included Vienna in 1873, Melbourne in 1875, and 
Philadelphia in 1876. The exhibitions opened markets 
for Japanese products such as tea and handicrafts, and 
made the outside world recognize that Japan was a 
"civilized country." 

JAN. 10. A court edict announced that Yoshinobu was 
the new Tokugawa Shogun. There was not much support for 
him within the shogunate but he was a very able leader. 

FEB. 3. Japanese Emperor Komei died. 
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FEB. 13. Emperor Mitsuhito, known by his reign name 
Emperor Meiji (Meiji means "Enlightened Rule"), took 
the throne, although his reign officially began on 
October 23, 1868. 

MAR. 11-12. The shogun held consultations with French 
Minister Leon Roches that led to the creation of new 
bureaus for the Japanese navy, army, finance, foreign 
affairs, and home affairs. Positions were opened in 
the system of hereditary ranks to admit men of talent, 
and Western clothes replaced traditional Japanese dress 
at the shogun's court. 

JUN. 26. A Japanese imperial edicted called for the 
opening of Hyogo to foreign trade. 

AUG. 5. The Icarus Affair - Robert Ford and John 
Hutchings of the British warship Icarus were murdered 
in Nagasaki. British Consul Marcus Flowers believed 
that men from Tosa Domain were the murderers, although 
the British were not able to supply evidence to prove 
this and took back their charges against Tosa on 
October 4. In 1868 it was finally learned that a 
samurai from Fukuoka on northern Kyushu had killed 
the two British sailors. 

SEP. 11. Kara Ichinoshin, the shogun's most trusted 
adviser, was murdered by anti-foreign samurai from 
his home domain of Mito, who blamed him for opening 
the port of Hyogo. 

In the autumn, Tsuda Mamichi and Nishi Amane, who had 
been among the first group of Tokugawa scholars who 
had studied in the Netherlands, drew up a proposed 
constitution to modernize the shogunate, known as the 
Nishi-Tsuda Constitution. 

NOV. 9. Shogun Tokugawa Yoshinobu presented the 
imperial court his petition to hand over his special 
administrative powers to the emperor. The court sent to 
Satsuma and Choshu an imperial rescript authorizing 
military force against the Tokugawa Shogunate. 

Officials of Satsuma and Choshu began preparing to send 
forces to Kyoto. But Kyoto was divided politically, and 
their allies at the imperial court asked them to return 
the rescript. After Tokugawa Yoshinobu resigned his 
special powers, the court gave him ambiguous orders to 
continue defending Japan. 
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1867 NOV. 19. Tokugawa Yoshinobu suspected that the imperial 
court was giving him responsibility but not authority, 
so he also gave the court his resignation of the title 
of shogun. But he still had many vassals and troops, 
and Satsuma had already mobilized its forces against 
the shogun, so a military confrontation was looming. 

1868 JAN. 2. Officials from Satsuma, Tosa, Hiroshima, 
Echizen, and Owari domains met to plan a coup d'etat in 
Kyoto. They all agreed to provide troops. 

JAN. 3. Iwakura Tomomi went to the palace to gain 
Emperor Meiji 's approval for the coup , while troops of 
the domains represented at the meeting seized the gates 
of the imperial palace. They chose some nobles, daimyo , 
and councillors to enter the palace, where the emperor 
read to them a proclamation that the "old (imperial) 
order" had been restored and that the political power 
of the Tokugawa Shogunate was officially at an end. 

This restoration of direct imperial rule in Japan was 
termed osei fukko . 

A new government, headed by an imperial prince 
and staffed by officials from the domains that had 
conducted the coup , began to organize with military 
support from Satsuma, Choshu, and Tosa. Tokugawa 
Yoshinobu wanted to avoid a destructive civil war, so 
he retired to Osaka, from where he criticized the 
imperial court, causing proiraperial loyalists to accuse 
him of being disobedient. 

JAN. 27 Shogun Tokugawa Yoshinobu gave in to the 
demands of his vassals and led a military force against 
Kyoto. His troops were defeated at Fushimi , south of 
Kyoto, and this encounter, known as the Battle of 
Fushimi, began the Boshin Civil War against the 
Tokugawa. Yoshinobu did not really want to fight, so he 
sailed back to Edo. Imperial armies moved toward Edo, 
but Saigo Takamori of Satsuma and shogunal retainer 
Katsu Kaishu negotiated a peaceful surrender of Edo. 
Shogun Tokugawa Yoshinobu was ordered to be confined in 
Mito Domain. Some pro-Tokugawa forces still resisted, 
and about 2,000 shogunate troops in the Ueno district 
of Edo were defeated by the troops of Choshu military 
commander Omura Masujiro. 

APR. Emperor Meiji signed the Charter Oath, also known 
as the Five Articles Oath, which provided the first 
principles of the new Meiji regime. 
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1868 JUL. Edo was subdued by proimperial forces. 

SEP. 3. The city of Edo was renamed Tokyo, "Eastern 
Capital." The emperor left Kyoto, the seat of the 
Japanese imperial court since 794, and was installed in 
Edo Castle, which remains the imperial palace in Tokyo. 

OCT. 23. The official date of the beginning of the 
reign of Emperor Meiji, although the Meiji Era was 
extended retroactively to January 3, 1868. The era 
ended with the emperor's death on July 30, 1912. Meiji 
leaders elevated the emperor to a symbol of Japanese 
national unity and loyalty, based on the Shinto 
assumption that the imperial family had a divine nature 
because it had descended from Amaterasu Omikami , the 
Sun Goddess. Legends about her had been recorded in the 
eighth century documents Ko.i iki and Mihon Shoki ■ 

NOV. 26. A league of pro-Tokugawa domains in northern 
Honshu, led by Aizu Domain, were defeated in the Battle 
of Aizu. Ezo (modern Hokkaido, the northernmost of the 
main islands of Japan) became the last center of 
resistance against the Meiji Restoration, but forces 
there surrendered on June 27, 1869. 

NOV. 26. The Meiji government officially designated 
Tokyo the new capital of Japan. 

A new government university, now known as Tokyo 
University, the most prestigious in Japan, was formed 
by combining the Confucian University in Edo with the 
Tokugawa Shogunate medical school and the language 
school at the Institute for the Investigation of 
Barbarian Books. Other government universities were 
established later, including Kyoto University in 1897. 

The Suez Canal was opened, shortening the time to sail 
to China from Europe, and brought an economic boom to 
Shanghai, which doubled its imports and exports over 
the next 25 years. 

In Japan, Omura Masujiro, who had set up modern 
military academies and arsenals, was assassinated by 
conservative samurai. Yamagata Aritomo, a Choshu 
commander who had studied in Europe, took his place. 
Yamagata became commander of the Imperial Guards, the 
core of the new Japanese army, a force of more than 
9,000 troops from Satsuma, Choshu, and Tosa modeled on 
the French army. 
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JUN. 27. The Battle of Goryokaku, which ended the 
Boshin Civil War. Imperial forces gained the surrender 
of Tokugawa naval units on Hokkaido, thus defeating the 
final Tokugawa resistance. 

JUL. Daimyo were appointed governors of their former 
feudal domains (han) . In 1871 a system of prefectures 
( ken : comparables to states in the U.S.) was created, 
which changed the borders and often the names of the 
former domains. 

1870 The Japanese government began sending students abroad, 
the majority going to the U.S. 

1871 A Japanese ambassador went to Peking and asked the 
Ch'ing Dynasty for the same concessions that China had 
given to Western powers. Ch'ing official Li Hung-chang 
rejected the Japanese demand, arguing that the Western 
powers had forced the unequal treaties on China. But 
China did sign a treaty of trade and commerce with 
Japan, the Sino-Japanese Treaty of 1871, lacking the 
most-favored-nation clause. The treaty instituted 
diplomatic representation between the two countries, 
low tariff rates, and extraterritorial privileges for 
Japan. This was the first time in history that China 
and Japan had established equal relations. The treaty 
remained in force until the Sino-Japanese War of 
1894-95 . 

Fifty-four sailors from the Ryukyu Islands (called 
Liu-ch'iu in Chinese; modern Okinawa) were shipwrecked 
on Taiwan (Formosa) , which belonged to China, and were 
murdered by aborigines there. Japan claimed that Ryukyu 
was its vassal state and demanded that China punish the 
aborigines. China reponded that this was an internal 
Chinese affair, so Japan sent a military expedition to 
Taiwan. The Ch'ing Dynasty threatened to send a 
military force as well but was weak and yielded to 
Japanese demands. This was the first conflict in 
history between Japan and China. The two countries 
signed a treaty making Ryukyu a Japanese protectorate 
in 1874. 

Meiji leaders wanted to increase Japanese 
control over Ryukyu, which the Ming and Ch'ing 
dynasties had regarded as a tributary kingdom, and 
declared that the Ryukyu Islands were a domain ( han ) 
under Japan's control. The Ch'ing Dynasty and the 
Ryukyu court protested but Japan ignored them. In 1879 
Japan annexed Ryukyu without Chinese opposition. 
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1871 



AUG. Emperor Meiji announced that his government was 
abolishing all of the feudal domains ( han ) and changing 
them to prefectures ( ken ) , and replacing the daimyo 
with appointed governors. This shocked the Japanese, 
but the daimyo did not organize any resistance. Choshu 
Domain became Yamaguchi Prefecture, Mito Domain became 
Ibaraki Prefecture, and Satsuma Domain became the 
western half of Kagoshima Prefecture. Japan was 
divided into 75 prefectures (three of them urban, 

Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka), but later they were reduced 
to 45 prefectures. These are still the main districts 
of local government in Japan. 

The country was also divided into four garrison 
regions, and the various domain forces were organized 
into a single combined Japanese Imperial Army. 

Flotillas from domains along the coast were organized 
into the first units of a new Japanese Imperial Navy, 
modeled on the British Royal Navy. Most of the naval 
officers came from the Satsuma fleet. 

1871 SEP 2. The Japanese Ministry of Education was set up on 
the Western pattern, at first adopting the French 
system and then employing liberal ideas of the system 
in the U.S. American missionary societies pioneered 
education for women in Japan. The Postal Service was 
instituted, and the first daily newspaper was 
published . 

DEC. 23. The Iwakura Mission to the Western World 
(1871-73) left to spend 18 months in the U.S. and 
Europe, sailing on an American ship, the Pacific Mail 
S.S. America . Led by Iwakura Tomomi , the mission had 48 
members and 54 students, including prominent government 
officials and future leaders such as Okubo Toshimichi, 
Kido Takayoshi , and Ito Hirobumi . The Tokugawa 
Shogunate and various domain leaders had previously 
sent officials and scholars abroad, especially after 
1868. However, the Iwakura Mission, commissioned by 
Emperor Meiji, was the largest and most important 
Japanese mission abroad to date. Members acquired 
useful information about the West but were not able to 
alter the unequal treaties that the Tokugawa Shogunate 
had concluded with Western powers. 

1872 JAN. The Iwakura Mission arrived in San Francisco and 
stayed in the U.S. for seven months. Members then spent 
four months in Britain and traveled over the European 
continent for seven months. They traveled home through 
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1872 the Suez Canal to the India Ocean and the East China 
Sea to observe Asian harbors and Chinese treaty ports. 

A railway constructed with British loans was opened 
between Tokyo and Yokohama. By 1880 it was carrying two 
million passengers and a large volume of freight. 

The Education Order of 1872 decreed universal education 
in Japan. 

1873 JAN. 20. Japanese Army Minister Yamagata Aritomo 
introduced the Conscription Ordinance of 1873, 
mandating universal conscription. This was a 
revolutionary act in Japan, where only the samurai had 
formerly been allowed to use weapons, which had given 
them an elite status. The ordinance required three 
years of active service and four years in the reserves 
for all males who had reached the age of 20. It brought 
government control into every rural village in Japan, 
where many peasants resisted conscription with violent 
uprisings . 

Saigo Takamori sent members of the Japanese Imperial 
Army and Navy as consuls to Taiwan, Amoy, and southern 
China. They brought back a map of Taiwan that was used 
by Japanese forces of the Taiwan Expedition of 1874 to 
redress what the Japanese considered an unsatisfactory 
Chinese response to Japanese castaways murdered there. 

SEP. The main party of the Iwakura Mission arrived back 
in Tokyo. At the time, the Meiji government was 
embroiled in a political crisis over whether to send a 
military force to Korea, known as Seikanron , "invade 
Korea debates." Members of the Iwakura Mission 
persuaded the government in October to refrain from 
sending troops. Japan had requested formal diplomatic 
relations with Korea, but Korea had responded with 
replies that Japanese leaders felt were insulting. They 
wanted Korea to end its seclusion and open up to Japan, 
the same way that the U.S. had wanted Japan to open up 
to Western powers. 

Saigo Takamori, Itagaki Taisuke, and Eto 
Shimpei argued that Japan should send a military 
expedition to punish Korea and force it to establish 
relations with Japan. But Iwakura Tomomi , Okubo 
Toshimichi, and Kido Takayoshi maintained that Japan 
should not send an expedition to Korea, especially 
since this action would antagonize Western powers. 
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Since the samurai were eager to take some kind of 
action, they had them dispatched to Taiwan instead to 
exact punishment for the murder of shipwrecked Ryukyu 
sailors by aborigines on Taiwan. 

The debate over Korea was the first major 
crisis in the new Meiji government. Saigo Takamori had 
felt that war with Korea would help the Japanese, 
especially the samurai class, return to their 
traditional military values and would give the military 
a rightful place in the new Meiji government. He 
resigned and returned home to Satsuma. Itagaki Taisuke 
of Tosa Domain also resigned and began a movement for 
more representative government in Japan, known as the 
freedom and popular rights movement. Itagaki founded a 
political organization, the Society of Patriots, from 
which many future leaders of the modern political party 
movement in Japan emerged. 

OCT. The Meiji government decided not to send a 
military force to Korea. Also, it adopted the Gregorian 
calendar in place of the traditional Japanese calendar, 
and ended the ban on Christianity in Japan. 

DEC. The Meiji government passed a law giving former 
samurai who received stipends of less than 100 koku of 
rice (one koku equals about five U.S. bushels) the 
option to receive a lump-sum payment equal to a 
six-year stipend, with half to be paid in cash and half 
in government bonds called chitsuroku kosai . The law 
was later changed to include samurai whose stipend was 
more than 100 koku . In September 1875, all samurai 
stipends were commuted to government bonds on a sliding 
scale. These laws infuriated the samurai, who had also 
lost other traditional privileges, and resulted in 
anti-Meiji samurai uprisings. 

1874 FEB. The Saga Rebellion, led by Eto Shimpei , broke out 
against the Meiji government. Samurai in Saga Domain 
had formed a Korea Expedition Party ( Seikanto ) , which 
argued that Japan should go to war with Korea. The 
party was banned by a government proclamation stating 
that the real danger to Japan was posed by Russia and 
not by Korea. 

APR. Itagaki Taisuke and others in Tosa Domain founded 
the Self Help Society ( Risshisha ) to educate young 
samurai in political issues. They founded another 
such school in February 1875. These organizations were 
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1874 the predecessors of the liberal political parties that 
later developed in Japan, but the Meiji government 
regarded them as a dangerous threat . 

MAY. The Taiwan Expedition of 1874, also known as the 
Formosa Expedition - Japan had sent an expedition of 
3,600 samurai to punish Taiwan for the murder by 
aborigines there of 54 shipwrecked fishermen from the 
Ryukyu Islands. Japan demanded that the Ch'ing 
government of China pay an indemnity for the murdered 
men and the costs of the Japanese expedition. Britain 
intervened, and Japan and China reached a settlement 
under which the Japanese force withdrew from Taiwan and 
the Ch'ing Dynasty paid Japan a large indemnity. Li 
Hung-chang was the main Ch'ing negotiator. 

China and Japan signed a treaty that recognized 
Japan's claim as "protector" of the Ryukyu Islands and 
referred to the people of Ryukyu as "people belonging 
to Japan." The Chinese were now aware that newly 
modernized Japan posed a strong threat to China. The 
outcome of the Taiwan Expedition showed how vulnerable 
China was, and it strengthened the Japanese desire to 
take over more countries that had been vassals of China 
and to continue expanding throughout Asia. 

France imposed another treaty on Annam (northern 
Vietnam), breaking Annam's traditional tributary 
relationship with China and establishing a French 
protectorate over Annam. The King of Annam asked the 
Ch'ing Dynasty to intervene, but the Ch'ing could not 
help because they were involved in a conflict with 
Russia over Sinkiang (Chinese Turkestan), where Russia 
had seized territory. However, Chinese irregular forces 
known as the Black Flags began attacking French 
outposts in Tonkin in Annam. The Ch'ing did send troops 
to Annam by 1884 and the two sides fought the Sino- 
French War (1884-85). China and France signed a treaty 
in 1885 giving France complete control of Indochina. 

Ch'ing emperor T'ung-chih died. Empress Dowager 
Tz'u Hsi won the political crisis regarding his 
successor by putting her nephew on the throne, which 
kept her in place as regent for 15 more years. Her 
action scandalized many Chinese because it did not 
follow the traditional Confucian Chinese rules of 
succession . 

A railroad was opened in Japan linking Kobe with Osaka. 
In 1877 it was extended to Kyoto. 
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1875 FEB. In Japan, Itagaki Taisuke set up another samurai 
group, the Patriotic Society ( Aikokusha ) , in Osaka. 

SEP. The Meiji government decreed that all stipends to 
samurai would be commuted to government bonds on a 
sliding scale. This increased the determination of the 
samurai to wage a rebellion against the Meiji. 

SEP. 19. Three Japanese warships, Kasuqa , Teiu, and 
Un ' vo , began surveying the coast of Korea from Pusan 
westward and north toward Inch 'on. On September 19 near 
Inch 'on, Koreans fired on two small boats sent ashore 
from the Un ' vo to get drinking water. 

SEP. 21 The Un ' vo fired on Kanghwa island and killed 
about 30 Koreans. This action began the process whereby 
Japan "opened" Korea. Japan sent a fleet of warships to 
the mouth of the Han River, where they blocked the 
approaches to the Korean capital at Seoul. Korea 
submitted to negotiations with the Japanese and in 
February 1876 signed the Treaty of Kanghwa with Japan, 
which was based on the unequal treaties that Western 
powers had forced on China. 

The last Ryukyu ambassador to China paid tribute to 
the Ch'ing Dynasty, and Japan took over direct control 
of the Ryukyu Islands. The Ryukyu king was forced to 
move to Tokyo . 

Japan and Russia signed the Treaty of St. Petersburg 
of 1875, under which Russia gained the southern half of 
Sakhalin Island and Japan gained the Kurile Islands. 
Russia lost this in the Treaty of Portsmouth in 1905 
concluding the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05. 

The Meiji government issued an edict that a 
constitutional government would be established in 
Japan. A French legal expert, Gustave-Emile Boissonade, 
began helping a Japanese committee draft a new civil 
code of law, which was issued in 1888. 

Chinese Emperor T'ung-chih died, and Empress Dowager 
Tz'u Hsi placed her three-year-old nephew on the 
throne, known as Emperor Kuang-hsu. Again she had 
violated the rules of imperial succession, but she 
continued to wield power as regent. 

FEB. 26. Japan and Korea signed the Treaty of Kanghwa, 
based on Western-style unequal treaties, without 
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seeking China's approval. The treaty stated that Korea 
was independent from China, and it opened two Korean 
ports to Japanese trade in addition to the one already 
open at Pusan. Japan placed its own advisors in the 
Korean government. China, which was weak militarily, 
did not protest the treaty but convinced Korea to open 
its ports to all Western countries, so that they could 
counteract Japan's influence. Two political factions 
developed in Korea, a progressive one led by Korean 
students who wanted Korea to reform and modernize along 
the lines of Japan, and a conservative one led by 
officials of the Korean king and supported by China. 

MAR. 28. The Meiji government prohibited the samurai 
from wearing the pair of short and long swords which 
had been the traditional privilege of their class. 

AUG. 5. The Meiji government decreed that all samurai 
stipends were to be commuted to government bonds, but 
the interest on the bonds totaled only about half of 
the stipends, which had already been reduced. 

Higashi Honganji, a Japanese Buddhist sect, established 
a branch at Shanghai, China and also became active in 
Korea. The sect asserted that Buddhists in these 
countries should unite in opposition to the expansion 
of Christianity, protected by Western imperialism, 
thorughout Asia. 

1877 FEB. Saigo Takamori led the anti-Meiji Satsuma 

Rebellion, which was the last stand of the samurai 
against the Japanese imperial government. Saigo had 
wanted to postpone a samurai revolt, but it broke out 
anyway after a rumor spread in Japan that the Meiji 
had sent agents to Satsuma to assassinate Saigo. 

Satsuma samurai mounted an expedition to Tokyo to 
"free" the emperor from his "evil advisors." Saigo 
himself, who had been a leader of the Meiji 
Restoration, had become disillusioned by government 
policies which he felt betrayed the restoration. 
Although Saigo was not eager to resort to fighting at 
this time, once the Satsuma Rebellion broke out, he had 
no choice but to serve as its leader. Fighting 
continued until September 1877. The Meiji government 
was afraid that other domains would join the rebellion, 
and it had so much difficulty putting down the 
rebellion that it even requested weapons from the 
Chinese government. 
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SEP. 24. The Satsuma Rebellion ended when Saigo 
Takamori committed suicide by the traditional samurai 
method of disemboweling oneself, properly called 
seppuku but popularly known in the West by the vulgar 
term hara-kiri ("belly-slicing")- Even in defeat, Saigo 
became the symbol of patriotism, courage, and loyalty 
for Japanese nationalists, who asserted that everything 
Saigo did had been motivated by his loyalty to and 
reverence for the emperor. Emperor Meiji pardoned him 
posthumously. A famous statue of Saigo was erected in 
central Tokyo, which can still be seen. The Memorial to 
the Satsuma Loyal Retainers was erected in Kagoshima, 
and a museum about Saigo Takamori was opened there. 

In 1877, the Meiji government employed American 
journalist E.H. House to begin publishing the Tokio 
Times , an English-language newspaper intended to win 
foreign sympathy for Japan. 

1878 Okubo Toshimichi, a prominent member of the Meiji 
government, was assassinated by rebellious samurai. 

General Yamagata Aritomo adopted the German General 
Staff organization for the Japanese army, replacing 
the French army system and British naval system which 
the Tokugawa Shogunate had adopted for Japan. The 
Japanese Imperial Army chief-of-staf f was given direct 
access to Emperor Meiji, which showed that the military 
was separate from the civilian government and could 
bypass it. 

1879 MAR. Assemblies were elected for the first time in 
Japanese prefectures. Later, town assemblies were 
also elected. 

Japan deposed the Ryukyu king and designated the Ryukyu 
Islands the Japanese prefecture of Okinawa. Hence Japan 
annexed Ryukyu outright, without Ch'ing opposition, 
despite China's traditional claims on the islands. 

The Japanese Ministry of Industry spent a large amount 
of money to hire 130 Western advisors, who were quickly 
replaced with Japanese officials trained by them. 

Japan sent Katsura Taro, who later became a prime 
minister and prince, and ten officers to make secret 
military surveys in China. Meiji leaders had become 
concerned about China's power when the Ch'ing reformed 
the Chinese army and navy on the Western model . 
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The Japanese military survey of China made by Katsura 
Karo was issued with a foreword by Army Minister 
Yamagata Aritomo. The survey pointed out that China had 
contracted foreign military advisers and was buying 
weapons from Britain and Germany. The report included 
complete details about Chinese troops, organization, 
bases, and weapons. A revised version was published in 
1882 . 

France occupied the cities of Hanoi and Haiphong in 
Annam (northern Vietnam) and pressured China to give it 
further concessions in Annam, thus enlarging the French 
colonial empire. 

1881 Emperor Meiji promised that Japan would have a 

constitution and that a parliament would be convened by 
1890. Political parties were formed. The major issues 
regarding the implementation of a constitution included 
the best model to be followed for Japan, the status of 
the emperor, and the rights of the Japanese people. 

The first political party in Japan, the Liberal Party 
( Jiyuto ) , pledged to work for a constitution, people's 
rights, the reform of Japanese society, and a strong, 
united country. Its members were restricted mostly to 
samurai and rural landholders who disliked the 
industrialization that the Meiji government had 
imposed on the country. The second most important party 
was the Progressive Party ( Kaishinto ) , whose members 
were urban capitalists. This party appealed to students 
in Waseda and Keio Universities, who went on to hold 
positions in Japanese newspapers, businesses, and 
political movements. 

OCT. The Political Crisis of 1881 - the Meiji 
government expelled Okuma Shigenobu, leader of the 
faction that favored a parliament, because he held 
“radical" ideas. He had proposed that elections be held 
in 1882, that a parliament should meet, and that Japan 
should adopt the British system of having a prime 
minister's cabinet which was responsible to parliament. 

OCT. 21. The Meiji established a special government 
bureau, chaired by Ito Hirobumi, to help draft laws 
and to serve as a consultative body on the development 
of a constitution. 
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The U.S. Congress passed the Chinese Exclusion Act. 

This barred Chinese from emigrating to the U.S., so 
more Japanese began emigrating there to take their 
place as laborers. 

MAR. 31. The emperor appointed Ito Hirobumi to lead an 
18-month mission to Europe to study the constitutions 
and systems of government of several nations. He spent 
most of his time in Prussia and Austria, and also spent 
six weeks in London. Ito felt that the Germanic system 
was a better model for Japan than the British 
parliamentary system based on political parties, for it 
had stricter centralization of power and placed greater 
powers in the hands of the emperor and the government 
bureaucracy. 

MAY 22. American Commodore Robert W. Shufeldt signed 
an agreement with Korea giving the U.S. trading rights, 
extraterritoriality, and most-favored-nation treatment 
in Korea. Shufeldt had been assisted by Ch'ing Viceroy 
Li Hung-chang in Tientsin, who wanted the Americans to 
help him build up the Chinese navy. The U.S. was the 
first Western nation to sign a treaty with Korea. 

SUMMER. The Imo Mutiny in Korea - a violent uprising by 
Korean army members against Japan. They murdered the 
Japanese drillmaster, set fire to the Japanese 
legations in Seoul, and brought the anti-foreign Korean 
leader, the Taewon'gun, back to power. Japan and China 
both sent troops to Korea to put down the mutiny. The 
Chinese kidnapped the Taewon'gun and put members of the 
clan of Queen Min, who favored modernization, back in 
power. China also forced Korea to sign a trade treaty 
that acknowledged China's rights over Korea as 
suzerain, appointed Chinese and European advisers to 
the Korean government, and allowed a Chinese garrison 
to be stationed in Seoul. This increased the rivalry 
between opposing factions among Korean officials. Japan 
sent a troop battalion to Seoul to demand reparations 
for its losses in the mutiny. 

AUG. 30. Threatened by the Japanese military, Korea 
signed the Treaty of Chemulp'o, which required that 
Korea send a mission to Japan to apologize, to pay 
Japan an indemnity, and to give Japan the right to 
station soldiers in Seoul to guard its legation. Japan 
negotiated further agreements giving it the right to 
trade at Yanghwajin, a port southwest of Seoul, and 
giving Japanese officials complete freedom of movement 
in Korea. 
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The Meiji government, responding to the newly founded 
political parties in Japan, sponsored the Imperial 
Party ( Teiseito ) . The Meiji repressed the Liberal Party 
to prevent it from growing large enough to be 
effective, and did the same with smaller political 
parties. The Eastern Socialist Party ( Tovo Shakaito ) 
was banned as soon as it was founded in 1882. 

1883 The Meiji government revised the Conscription Law of 
1873 to eliminate the many types of exemptions that had 
been allowed, and to adopt a three-level system that 
included active service for three years, first reserve 
for four years, and second reserve for five years. 
Former samurai scorned the peasants now being inducted 
into the Japanese Imperial Army. 

1884 Katsura Taro dispatched Army Minister Oyama Iwao to 
inspect European armies. As a result, German officer 
Major Clemens Meckel was posted to Japan to help 
reorganize the Japanese Imperial Army. 

JUL. The Peerage Ordinance of July 1884 - the Meiji 
created a new peerage so that the Upper House of 
Parliament could be formed, as the proposed 
constitution required, to check the Lower House. The 
peerage included five ranks: prince, marquis, count, 
viscount, and baron. Five hundred men were included in 
the first grant of these titles, 470 of whom belonged 
to the old court nobility. The other 30 were members of 
the Meiji government. Leaders of the new political 
parties were excluded. The government also reformed the 
bureaucy, and the Law School of Tokyo University became 
the main entry into the higher bureaucratic ranks. It 
remains so today. 

AUG. The Sino-Frer.ch War broke out when negotiations 
between China and France over Annam (northern Vietnam) 
collapsed, and the French fleet in Fuchow in 
southeastern China fired on the Chinese fleet there and 
destroyed it in one hour, and also destroyed the Fuchow 
docks and arsenal. In addition, the French destroyed 
the Chinese fortress at Keelung on Taiwan and occupied 
the Pescadore Islands. France defeated China in 1885 
and won complete control of Annam, thus ending Annam 1 s 
long tributary relationship with China. At the same 
time, Russia won concessions in Manchuria from China. 

DEC. 4. Members of the pro-Japanese "Enlightenment 
Faction" ( Kaehwap 1 a ) in Korea, discouraged by the lack 
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of reforms that would modernize the country, staged a 
coup d'etat , known as the Kapsin Political Coup. They 
occupied the royal palace in Seoul for three days, 
aided by Japanese legation guards. Chinese troops 
garrisoned there, commanded by Yuan Shih-k'ai, ended 
the coup and returned the anti-Japanese conservative 
Korean faction to power. This faction was close to the 
Korean king. Angry Koreans burned the Japanese legation 
in Seoul and killed 40 Japanese. Kim Ok-kiun and eight 
other Korean leaders of the coup sought refuge in 
Japan, where they took Japanese names, but the rest 
were punished in Korea. 

The Meiji government had refrained from sending 
more troops to Korea during the coup , but afterward it 
sent Foreign Minister Inoue Kaoru as a special envoy to 
Seoul to negotiate a settlement with the Korean 
government. It also sent to the Ch'ing government in 
Peking a diplomatic protest against China's 
interference in the coup . 

1885 JAN. 9. Japan and Korea signed the Treaty of Seoul, 

under which Korea apologized to Japan for harm done to 
Japanese in Korea during the coup , paid an indemnity, 
and promised to pay for the stationing of 1,000 
Japanese soldiers in Seoul. 

APR. 17. The Li-Ito Agreement - Japan, represented by 
Ito Hirobumi, and China, represented by Li Hung-chang, 
signed the Convention of Tientsin, under which both 
countries agreed to withdraw their troops from Korea 
and to inform the other before sending troops into 
Korea again. The Convention also stated that if one 
country sent troops into Korea, the other country could 
send the same number of troops. China wanted to keep 
Korea as a vassal state, especially since it bordered 
the northeastern Chinese provinces, collectively known 
as Manchuria, which Japan had the potential to invade 
through Korea. Hence China claimed that Korea was a 
Chinese protectorate. But the Convention of Tientsin 
gave Japan the status of a mutual guarantor of peace in 
Korea, equal to China. 

Chinese officials in Korea prevented the growth 
of Korean nationalism by restricting Korean contacts 
with foreign countries, even though Korea had earlier 
signed treaties with Japan, Britain, the U.S., Russia, 
and Germany. China did permit Korea to open legations 
in Japan in 1885 and the U.S. in 1887. China and Japan 
were both worried that the Korean king would turn to 
Russia for protection. 
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JUN. China and France signed a formal treaty giving 
France complete control of Annam. The French 
established the colony of Indochina, which included 
modern Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos. 

DEC. 22 Japan adopted a modern Western-style cabinet 
system of government with Ito Hirobumi as the first 
prime minister. The Japanese cabinet was the highest 
organ in the Meiji government under the emperor. 

Between 1885 and 1898, officials from Satsuma and 
Choshu alternated in holding the position of prime 
minister . 

In 1885, leaders of European nations met in Berlin, 
Germany to carve up the map of Africa. In the late 
1890's, they would take control of various regions of 
China in the same way. 

1886 The Anglo-Chinese Convention was signed, under which 
China formally recognized Britain's takeover of Burma, 
a traditional vassal state of China. 

JUN. Japan signed the Geneva Convention regarding the 
proper treatment of soldiers and civilians in warfare, 
including prisoners of war and the wounded, sick, and 
dead . 

1887 Japan created a military inspectorate headed by 
Yamagata Ar i tomo . 

Inoue Kaoru resigned his post as foreign minister and 
sent a memorandum to Meiji officials noting that 
European nations were becoming more powerful throughout 
Asia and were exploiting their Asian colonies. Hence, 
he argued, the Japanese should act the same as the 
Europeans: "We have to establish a new European-style 
empire on the edge of Asia." 

DEC. 16. The Meiji government enacted the Peace 
Preservation Ordinance, which authorized the police 
to remove from Tokyo any person "judged to be scheming 
something detrimental to public tranquility." 

1888 The Japanese military system was completely reorganized 
to create a system of independent divisions prepared to 
serve abroad. At this point, Japanese military strategy 
changed from being defensive to offensive. 
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APR. The final draft of the new constitution was 
submitted to Emperor Meiji. A Privy Council was created 
to advise the emperor. Its first assignment was to 
complete the final draft of the constitution. Ito 
Hirobumi resigned as prime minister so that he could 
chair the council, which formally began on May 8 and 
worked on the constitution until January 1889. 

In April the final draft of Japan's new civil code of 
law was also issued. A committe had begun preparing it 
in 1875, with the help of Gustave-Emile Boissonade, a 
French legal expert. 

1889 FEB. 11. The Meiji Constitution ( Dai Nihon Teikoku 
Kempo or Meiji Kempo ) was promulgated. This was the 
first system of representative government ever adopted 
by an Asian country. It placed sovereignty in the 
person of the emperor, who was stated to be "sacred and 
inviolable." The constitution established a Diet 
(Parliament) with an appointive House of Peers (Upper 
House) and an elective House of Representatives (Lower 
House). It placed the emperor over the government, gave 
him such rights as declaring war and signing treaties, 
and named him commander-in-chief of the armed forces. 
Following the Prussian German model, the Imperial Army 
General Staff was placed directly under the emperor and 
was given a place in the prime minister's cabinet. The 
emperor had the authority to convene and dissolve the 
Diet. Government ministers were to be responsible 
directly to him rather than to the prime minister's 
cabinet . 

Ito Hirobumi and other council members told the 
Japanese people that the constitution was a gift to 
them from the emperor, bestowing upon them rights and 
liberties and a role in the government. The Meiji 
Constitution remained in effect in Japan until May 3, 
1947, when it was replaced by the present constitution, 
drawn up in 1946 during the post-war American 
Occupation. 

In 1889 the Japanese military abolished exemptions for 
the Conscription Ordinance of 1873, thus establishing 
universal conscription. This lowered troop morale and 
increased the resentment of the peasants, who did not 
want to become soldiers. The Japanese people felt 
increasingly unhappy as Japan began moving toward war 
with China, known as the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95. 
The Japanese Military Inspectorate also issued its 
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unquestioning obedience to superiors. 

Chinese Empress Dowager Tzu Hs ' i formally retired, 
although she continued to control the throne behind 
the scenes . 

1890 Britain forced China to recognize Sikkim, a small 
country between Nepal and Bhutan in the Himalaya 
Mountain Range bordering northeastern India and western 
China, as a British protectorate. 

The Meiji government issued the Imperial Rescript on 
Education, which emphasized harmony and loyalty above 
all. The government used the schools to indoctrinate 
Japanese young people in its aims. The Rescript was 
regularly read in the schools, and students had to bow 
to the document and to a portrait of Emperor Meiji. The 
government combined old religious rituals relating to 
the emperor with its political goals; this was called 
State Shinto. 

JUL. 1. The first elections were held for the new 
Japanese Diet. 

NOV. 25. The first Diet convened. 

1891 The Japanese Imperial Army first began using railroads 
to transport soldiers. 

Russia began constructing the Trans-Siberian 
Railroad. The Japanese feared that the Russians would 
use the railroad to become more active in Manchuria and 
Korea . 

The Ta-yeh mine opened in Hupeh Province to supply 
China's first modern steelworks at Hanyang. The 
Japanese quickly mortgaged the Chinese mine to supply 
iron for their state steelworks at Yawata. China 
opened three other large mines, two in Manchuria and 
one in Anhui Province, which were partially or totally 
owned by the Japanese. 

1892 The second elections were held for the Japanese Diet. 
During these elections, for the first time, 
conservative opponents used violence to discourage 
liberal candidates and voters. 
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01 Kentara founded the Oriental Liberal political 
party in Japan. Although it did not long survive, Oi 
became an early supporter of Chinese revolutionary Sun 
Yat-sen, who led the movement which overthrow the 
Ch'ing Dynasty in the Revolution of 1911 and founded 
the modern Republic of China in 1912. 

1893 Kawakami Soroku, the vice-chief of staff of the 
Japanese Imperial Army, began a three-month tour of 
China and Korea. In China, Li Hung-chang and other 
government and military officials received him warmly. 
Kawakami observed Chinese troops and weapons factories, 
including the large arsenals at Tientsin and Shanghai. 
He concluded that Chinese weapons and military training 
were inferior to those of Japan, and that the Chinese 
army had been terribly weakened by opium abuse among 
the soldiers. His report to Army Minister Yamagata 
Aritomo persuaded Yamagata that the Japanese army would 
find it easier than had been expected to gain a 
position on the Asian mainland. 

Yamagata began supporting the expansion of the 
Japanese Imperial Navy, which bought ships from South 
American countries in late 1894. The main Japanese 
naval bases were at Yokosuka, southeast of Tokyo; Kure, 
near Hiroshima on western Honshu Island; and Sasebo, on 
the southern island of Kyushu. 

1894 JAN. 4. France and Russia formed an alliance. 

MAR. 28. Exiled Korean reformer Kim Ok-kiun was 
assassinated in Shanghai and a failed attack was made 
on Pak Yonghyo, another Korean reformer, in Tokyo. 

APR. 2. Japan and Britain opened talks in London on 
revising the Anglo- Japanese Treaty. 

MAY 24. Korean rebels (Tonghak) occupied Chonju. 

MAY 29. The Korean government asked Chinese Resident 
Minister Yuan Shih-k'ai to send troops to Korea. 

JUN. 2. The Japanese prime minister's cabinet decided 
that it would send troops to Korea if China did. It 
also decided to have Emperor Meiji dissolve the Lower 
House of the Diet (Parliament), which had sent the 
emperor a petition criticizing the cabinet. Around this 
time, volunteer militias were being organized in 
villages all over Japan by government officials. 
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nobles, and retired military officers, most of whom 
were former samurai who sought a return to previous 
glory. However, the professional Japanese Imperial Army 
resented these militias. 

JUN. 3. Korean government troops took back Chonju, and 
the Korean king formally asked China to send troops. 

JUN. 4. Chinese Viceroy Li Hung-chang sent troops to 
Korea . 

JON. 5. The Japanese Supreme Command ( Daihon ' ei ) was 
established. Otori Keisuke, the Japanese minister in 
Korea, returned to Japan. 

JUN. 7. Japan and China informed each other, following 
the terms of the Treaty of Tientsin, that they intended 
to send troops to Korea. 

JUN. 8. The Korean government announced that the 
Tonghak Rebellion had ended. 

JUN. 10. Two thousand Chinese troops landed in Korea, 
and 500 Japanese troops entered the capital at Seoul. 

JUN. 14. The Korean minister in Japan asked Japanese 
Foreign Minister Mutsu Munemitsu to withdraw Japanese 
troops from Korea. 

JUN. 15. Japanese and Chinese officials in Korea agreed 
in principle to mutually withdraw their troops. 

JUN. 16. Three thousand more Japanese troops arrived in 
Korea. Japan sent China a proposal for joint efforts to 
put down the Tonghak Rebellion and to reform Korea. 

JUN. 20. Li Hung-chang asked Russia to mediate the 
dispute between China and Japan over Korea. 

JUN. 21. China rejected Japan's plan for joint 
Sino- Japanese action in Korea. An imperial conference 
in Japan decided to undertake unilateral reform of 
Korea. Japanese Foreign Minister Mutsu informed the 
Chinese minister that Japan was ending relations with 
China . 

JUN. 25. Five thousand more Japanese troops arrived in 
Korea. Foreign representatives in Seoul, at the request 
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withdraw their troops. 

JUN. 30. The Russian minister in Tokyo advised Japan to 
withdraw its troops from Korea. 

JUL. 1. Japan rejected Russia's advice. 

JUL. 8-9 American, Russian, French, and German 
ministers in London proposed that their governments 
mediate the dispute between Japan and China. 

JUL. 9. The American minister in Tokyo warned Japanese 
Foreign Minister Mutsu to withdraw Japanese troops from 
Korea . 

JUL. 10. Japan gave the Korean government a deadline to 
enact reforms. 

JUL. 14. The Japanese charge d 1 affairs in Peking gave 
the Ch'ing government Japan's second notice that it 
was severing relations with China. British Foreign 
Secretary Lord Kimberley postponed signing the revised 
Anglo- Japanese Treaty. 

JUL. 15. Acting British Consul-General Gardner was 
attacked in Korea. 

JUL. 16. Japan and Britain, despite the situation in 
Korea, concluded the Anglo- Japanese Treaty of Commerce 
and Navigation in London, thus ending Japan's unequal 
treaty relationship with Britain. Korea declared that 
it would not enact reforms until Japan withdrew its 
troops from the country. 

JUL. 17. The Japanese Imperial Headquarters ( Dai 
Honei ) , which would soon conduct the Sino-Japanese War 
of 1894-95, held its first meeting in the Imperial 
Palace in Tokyo. Emperor Meiji nominally headed the 
Imperial Headquarters as commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces. 

JUL. 23. Japanese troops seized the Kyongbok royal 
palace in Seoul. Queen Min and her children were taken 
to the Japanese legation and King Kojong was made a 
virtual prisoner, which infuriated the Koreans. The 
Japanese disarmed the Korean army, organized a 
pro- Japanese puppet regime headed by Kim Hong- j ip, and 
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installed the Taewon'gun as regent to control the 
pro-Western anti- Japanese king and queen. Japan then 
made its puppet regime in Seoul "request" that Japan 
drive Chinese troops from Korea. The British minister 
in Tokyo asked Japan to regard Shanghai as a neutral 
port if it went to war with China. 

JUL. 25. The Battle of P'ung Island - Japanese warships 
engaged part of China's Peiyang Naval Fleet, and 
Japanese Admiral Togo Heihachiro deliberately sank the 
British merchant ship Kowshinq , which was transporting 
more than a thousand Chinese troops to Korea. This 
outraged the Western powers. (Togo later defeated the 
Russian Baltic Fleet in the Russo-Japanese War of 
1904-05). The Taewon'gun declared that Korea was no 
longer a tributary state of China, and asked Japan's 
help in forcing Chinese troops to withdraw from Asan, 
Korea . 

JUL. 28-29. Japanese and Chinese forces fought the 
Battle of Asan, and the Japanese occupied Asan and 
Songhwan in Korea. 

AUG. 1. Japan and China formally declared war on each 
other, thus beginning the Sino- Japanese War of 1894-95. 
By this date, one-third of the Japanese national budget 
was already going toward the Japanese Imperial Army and 
Navy, and Yamagata Aritomo and Katsura Taro wanted to 
further strengthen the military. China was poorly 
prepared for this conflict with Japan, its first modern 
war . 

AUG. 3. Britain formally declared itself neutral in 
the Sino-Japanese War. 

AUG. 4. Chinese troops arrived in P'yongyang, the 
former capital of Korea, in the north. 

AUG. 6. Thirty thousand Japanese troops arrived in 
Korea, led by Generals Nozu and Oshima . 

AUG. 15. Korea formally abrogated its treaty relations 
with China. 

AUG. 17. The Battle of the Yalu River - Japanese forces 
continued across the Korean border into Manchuria and 
fought two major battles west of Mukden (modern 
Shenyang) . 
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government . 

AUG. 20. Japan and Korea agreed on the "Provisional 
Joint Agreement," which granted Japan the right to 
appoint Japanese advisers to the Korean government, to 
open new ports for trade, and to build telegraph lines 
in Korea. Japan also gained railway rights between 
Seoul and Inch 'on and between Seoul and Pusan. 

AUG. 26. Japan and Korea concluded the Japanese-Korean 
Treaty of Alliance ( Nik-Kan Ryokoku Meivaku ) . The 
treaty gave the Japanese government the right to use 
Korean land and to requisition Korean labor. 

SEP. 1. Elections were held in Japan for the Lower 
House of the Diet. 

SEP. 3. Japanese Emperor Meiji sent Saionji Kimmochi 
to visit the Korean king as a special ambassador. 

SEP. 13. The Japanese military command ( Daihon ' ei ) 
moved from Tokyo to Hiroshima, from where it would 
direct the Sino-Japanese War. Emperor Meiji, as 
commander-in-chief, joined them in Hiroshima on 
September 15 and remained there until May, 1895. 

SEP. 15. Japanese and Chinese troops fought the Battle 
of P'yongyang. The Chinese fought hard, assisted by 
Korean forces, but the Japanese finally won. 

SEP. 17. The Japanese Imperial Navy won a major victory 
against a Chinese fleet off Korea's west coast in the 
Battle of the Yellow Sea. 

OCT. 1 The Tonghak Rebellion broke out - armed 
resistance by the loyalist civilian Korean militia of 
the Tonghak (present-day Ch'ondogyo) against Japanese 
troops stationed in Korea to "defend" it. In early 
October the Tonghak made several attacks on Japanese 
military depots in south Korea which culminated in an 
uprising of at least 20,000 Tonghak. Korean peasants 
supported the rebellion, but Korean landlords and 
Confucian scholar-bureaucrats opposed the Tonghak 
because they held egalitarian ideals. 

Japanese priests of the Nichiren Buddhist Sect 
conducted the first memorial service for Japanese war 
dead at P'yongyang, Korea. Japanese General Yamagata 
Aritomo and several hundred officers and soldiers 
attended . 
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1894 OCT. 9. Japanese troops forced the last Chinese troops 
out of Korea. 

OCT. 18-21. The Japanese Diet convened in Hiroshima. 

OCT. 25. Japanese First Army troops crossed the Yalu 
River into Manchuria, fought Chinese troops at Hushan, 
and continued to pursue them as they fled deeper into 
Manchuria . 

The Japanese Diet, meeting at Hiroshima in a 
building on army grounds, voted unanimously to support 
military's request for more funds. 

OCT. 31. Japanese First Army troops took the city of 
Fenghuangch' eng in Manchuria without firing a shot 
and then slowed their advanced because of the bitterly 
cold Manchurian winter. 

NOV. 1. Japanese General Yamagata established a 
civilian administrative office ( minseiho ) in Antun, 
Manchuria, occupied by Japanese First Army troops. The 
Japanese Second Army established a similar office at 
Chinchou on the Liaotung Peninsula after they occupied 
the city on November 6. 

NOV. 12. China requested Russian and Germany mediation 
in its war with Japan, and the U.S. proposed to effect 
peace . 

NOV. 20. Inoue Kaoru, the Japanese minister in Korea, 
proposed a 20-article reform program for Korea. 

NOV. 21. Japanese troops captured, in one bloody day of 
fighting, Port Arthur (part of modern Dalian) , a 
strategic port at the southern tip of the Liaotung 
Peninsula in Manchuria. Western newspapers reported 
that the Japanese killed as many as 60,000 Chinese, 
including civilian men, women, and children. 

NOV. 22. The U.S. and Japan concluded a new treaty of 
commerce and navigation, which was submitted to the 
U.S. Senate for ratification. Some senators were 
reluctant to sign the treaty because of Japanese 
military actions in Manchuria, so Japanese Foreign 
Minister Mutsu Munemitsu wrote an open letter to the 
New York World asking Americans not to prejudge Japan 
and promising to conduct an investigation. 
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NOV. 27 Japan rejected the U.S. offer of November 12 
to effect peace and told China that if it wished to 
negotiate a peace treaty, it had to name its official 
representatives, or plenipotentiaries, to a peace 
conference . 

NOV. 28. Reports of Japanese atrocities at Port Arthur 
were published in American newspapers. 

DEC. 1. Japan and Italy concluded a new treaty of 
commerce and navigation. 

DEC. 6. The Japanese Second Army occupied 
Fu-chou-ch 1 eng in Manchuria. 

DEC. 12. China proposed to convoke a peace conference 
in Shanghai . 

DEC. 13. The Japanese First Army occupied Haich'eng. 

DEC. 19. Foreign Minister Mutsu presented a memorandum 
regarding the Port Arthur massacre to foreign 
representatives at Tokyo. He claimed that reports by 
foreign correspondents had been greatly exaggerated and 
that Japanese troops had been justified in taking the 
actions they did. Despite the belief of some foreign 
reporters that the Japanese were just pretending to be 
"civilized," the U.S. Senate ratified the Japan-U.S. 
Treaty on February 5, 1895. After the Sino- Japanese 
War, many foreigners, especially Americans, strongly 
believed that the Japanese, beneath their modernized 
Western surface, were still alien and dangerous. This 
view encouraged movements opposed to Japanese 
immigration along the Pacific coast of the U.S. 

DEC. 20. China named Chang Yin-huan and Shao Yu-lien as 
its plenipotentiaries for negotiations with Japan. 

DEC. 21. The Japanese held a Shinto ceremony for 
the Japanese war dead at Chinchou-ch ' eng, Manchuria, 
attended by about 20,000 Japanese troops and local 
Chinese . 

DEC. 22. Russian Minister Khitrovo told Japan that 
Russia would not intervene in the Sino- Japanese War or 
the peace settlement as long as a peace treaty between 
Japan and China recognized Korea's independence. Russia 
did not voice objections to the Japanese occupation of 
Taiwan. 
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Chinese plenipotentiaries in Hiroshima. 

In 1894, Sun Yat-sen founded his first anti-Ch'ing 
revolutionary organization, the Society to Rejuvenate 
China, in Hawaii, where he had traveled to join his 
brother . 

1895 JAN. Japanese and Chinese Buddhist priests jointly 
conducted a remembrance service at Port Arthur for the 
Chinese war dead. 

JAN. 10. The Japanese Second Army occupied Kaip'ing, 
Manchuria . 

JAN. 20. Japanese troops landed at Yingch'er.g Bay in 
Shantung Province in northern China. The same day, 
Japanese General Oyama and Admiral Ito sent a letter to 
Admiral Ting, commander of the Chinese Peiyang Fleet at 
Weihaiwei in Shantung, to surrender. The letter was 
conveyed by Admiral Fremantle of the British Royal 
Navy's China Station, but Admiral Ting made no reply. 

JAN. 30. General Oyama began the Japanese assault on 
Weihaiwei . 

FEB. 1. Japan and China held the first meeting of their 
peace talks at Hiroshima. 

FEB. 2. Japanese troops occupied Weihaiwei, and the 
peace talks broke off. 

FEB. 5. The U.S. Senate ratified the Japan-U.S. Treaty. 

FEB. 12. Japan destroyed the Chinese Peiyang Naval 
Fleet at Weihaiwei and Chinese Admiral Ting committed 
suicide, which made the Japanese highly respect him. 

The Japanese planned to use Weihaiwei to guard the 
strategic Gulf of Chihli (Po Hai Gulf) so they could 
prepare to advance to Peking, where they expected to 
fight the decisive battle of the war. 

FEB. 18. China appointed Li Hung-chang as China's new 
plenipotentiary for peace negotiations with Japan. 

MAR. 6. Japanese troops occupied Yingk'ou, Manchuria. 

MAR. 8. German Minister Gutschmid warned Japan that 
if Japan forced China to give it concessions of 
mainland Asian territory, the Western powers would 
intervene . 
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MAR. 9. The Battle of T ' ienchuangt ' ai , at a town on the 
Liao River in Manchuria, northwest of Yingk'ou; one of 
the largest battles of the Sino-Japanese War. After the 
Japanese won, they razed the town to the ground. This 
battle marked the effective end of the war. Chinese 
forces retreated to the north and the Japanese held 
Yingk'ou and Niuchan. 

MAR. 19. Li Hung-chang, the Chinese plenipotentiary, 
arrived in Japan to negotiate the end of the war. 

MAR. 20. The Sino-Japanese Peace Conference began in 
Shimonoseki . 

MAR. 24. A Japanese citizen shot and wounded Li 
Hung-chang in an assassination attempt. Japan 
apologized to China and made the terms of the Treaty 
of Shimonoseki, which concluded the war, slightly less 
harsh . 

The same day, the Japanese held a Shinto 
service of remembrance for Japanese war dead in the 
Liaotung Peninsula in Manchuria. 

MAR. 26. Japanese troops occupied the Pescadore 
(Penghu) Islands off Taiwan. 

MAR. 27. Emperor Meiji announced a cease-fire plan 
under which the Japanese agreed to halt all military 
actions on the Chinese mainland. 

MAR. 30. Japanese and Chinese representatives in 
Shimonoseki signed a cease-fire agreement. 

APR. 4. Japan communicated its peace terms with China 
to Russia, Britain, France, and the U.S. Russian 
minister Khitrovo advised Japan that the cession of 
southern Manchuria to Japan would cause the Western 
powers to intervene. 

APR. 10. Japan gave China its final proposal for a 
peace settlement. 

APR. 14. General Yamagata Aritomo drew up a plan to 
strengthen Japanese military forces so that they 
could control the Far East. His plans were adopted in 
an army general staff plan of September 1895. 

APR. 16. A Russian imperial conference decided to 
to formally intervene in the Sino-Japanese peace 
settlement . 
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1895 APR. 17. Li Hung-chang for China and Ito Hirobumi for 

Japan signed Treaty of Shimonoseki, which concluded the 
Sino-Japanese War. The terms required China, among 
other things, to cede Taiwan (Formosa), the Pescadore 
Islands, and the Liaotung Peninsula in southern 
Manchuria to Japan; to pay Japan an enormous indemnity; 
and to recognize the independence of Korea. Japan also 
joined the imperialist Western powers in demanding more 
treaty ports in China where the Japanese would have the 
right to build factories and to be protected by 
extraterritoriality. 

The Chinese were humiliated that they had to 
surrender so much of their territory, especially to a 
small Asian country that had borrowed a great deal of 
its culture from the great Chinese civilization, and 
that Japan had removed Korea and the Ryukyu Islands 
from China's tribute system. Japan used the Chinese 
indemnity to put its currency, the yen , on the gold 
standard. Li Hung-chang was not only humiliated but 
foresaw that Japan would eventually begin another war 
with China, which it did after it invaded Manchuria 
again in 1931. Japan also fought the Russo-Japanese War 
of 1904-1905 on Manchurian and Korean territory. 

APR. 23. The Tripartite Intervention - Russia, France, 
and Germany formally advised Japan to return the 
Liaotung Peninsula to China. 

APR. 29. An Japanese Imperial Conference acceeded to 
the Tripartite demand to return the Liaotung 
Peninsula . 

APR. 30. The Japanese cabinet informed the foreign 
powers that it would return all of the Liaotung 
Peninsula except for the sub-prefecture of Chinchou, 
which included Port Arthur. In return, Japan demanded 
payment of a large indemnity by China for the 
peninsula . 

MAY. Japan began a campaign to subjugate Taiwan by 
having its troops fight guerrillas on the island who 
had formed a Taiwanese republic. 

MAY. 3. Russia declared that Japan's possession of 
Port Arthur on the Liaotung Peninsula was unacceptable 
to the Western powers. 

MAY. 4. The Japanese cabinet, recognizing that Japan 
was opposed by the other powers, agreed to return the 
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entire Liaotung Peninsula in return for a further 
indemnity. On May 10 the imperial court issued a 
rescription on the return. The conflict between Japan 
and Russia over Liaotung led to the Russo-Japanese War 
of 1904-05. 

MAY 30. Emperor Meiji and his generals returned from 
Hiroshima to Tokyo, thus signifying the end of the 
Sino- Japanese War. 

JUN. 4. The Japanese cabinet changed its policy toward 
Korea, deciding to promote Korea's independence so that 
foreign powers would not intervene. 

JUN. 8. Russia and Japan concluded a new treaty of 
commerce and navigation. 

AUG. 17. Miura Goro was named the new Japanese minister 
to Korea. 

OCT. 8. Miura staged a coup d'etat in Korea by Japanese 
troops garrisoned there and by Koreans opposed to Queen 
Min; she led the pro-Russia faction in the court. Queen 
Min was brutally murdered during the coup , which 
horrified the Korean people. 

OCT. 17. The Meiji government recalled Miura for his 
involvement in Queen Min's death and sent Inoue Kaoru 
to replace him. 

OCT. 18. The Meiji ordered more than 20 Japanese in 
Seoul connected with the murder of Queen Min to leave 
Korea . 

NOV. Japan announced that it had pacified Taiwan, 
although the guerrilla war continued there and 
ultimately took more Japanese lives than had the 
Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95. 

DEC. 21. The process of returning the Liaotung 
Peninsula to China was completed. 

In 1895 Chinese revolutionary Sun Yat-sen organized a 
plot from Hong Kong to seize Canton, but it failed and 
Sun escaped to Japan. He cut off his queue, the braided 
hairstyle forced on the Han Chinese people by the 
Manchu Ch'ing, and began wearing Western clothing. In 
Japan, Sun took the name Nakayama (literally, "Central 
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Mountain"), pronounced Chung-shan in Chinese. Over 
the next decade, Sun gained assistance for his 
revolutionary anti-Ch'ing movement from groups in Japan 
that favored Japanese expansion, such as the Black 
Dragon Society and members of the Liberal Party. 

After Japan defeated China in 1895, the Chinese 
government attempted to modernize the country by 
building railroads. Since China was too poor to finance 
them, the foreign powers competed to gain concessions 
or the rights to build railroads in territories they 
considered their "spheres of influence": Russia in 
Manchuria and northern China; Britain, from the 
Yangtze River valley southwest to the Burmese border; 
Germany in Shantung Province; France in the southern 
provinces that bordered Indochina; and Japan in Fukien 
Province in southeastern China, across from Taiwan. 
Every railway concession included claims for mining and 
other rights in the territory adjoining the railroad. 
These foreign concessions created resentment among the 
Chinese and spurred the Railway Protection Movement by 
local officials in various provinces of China. 

1896 After Japan's harsh treatment of China in the 

Sino- Japanese War, Korea asked Russia to become more 
active in its territory, giving it valuable concessions 
for timber and mining. Russia also wanted to station 
its Far Eastern Naval Fleet at Mokp'o and Masan on the 
Korea Strait. 

Russia and China signed the secret Russo-Chinese Treaty 
of 1896, under which Li Hung-chang agreed that China 
would give Russia the right to build the Chinese 
Eastern Railway across Manchurian territory. Li had 
traveled to St. Petersburg to attend the coronation of 
Tsar Nicholas II and to negotiate with the Russians. 

The treaty provided that China and Russia would assist 
each other against future Japanese aggression, that 
Russia could use Chinese ports if war broke out with 
Japan, and that Russia could build the Chinese Eastern 
Railway. This line would connect the Trans-Siberian 
Railway with the Russian port of Vladivostok on the Sea 
of Japan just north of Manchuria. 

Around the same time, China gave Russia a lease 
for the Liaotung Peninsula, including the port of 
Dairen and the Port Arthur naval base. It also gave 
Russia the right to connect these ports with the 
Trans-Siberian Railway to the north via the South 



68 




1896 Manchurian Railway. This was a great gain for Russia, 
for the port of Vladivostok freezes over eight months a 
year, while Dairen remains open for navigation the 
whole year. 

The Japanese were angered by the Russian concessions 
and increased their preparations to go to war with 
Russia over Korea and Manchuria. The Russo-Japanese War 
broke out in 1904. The British were also angered by 
the Russo-Chinese Treaty of 1896 because they too 
feared Russian expansion in Asia, and China was now too 
weak to provide a buffer against Russia. Russia's moves 
in Asia upset the balance of power in Europe. Germany, 
concerned about Russian advances, acquired a German 
naval base in China in 1897 after a Chinese mob in 
Shantung Province murdered two German Christian 
missionaries . 

OCT. 1. Sun Yat-sen arrived in London, where Manchu 
Ch'ing officials imprisoned him at the Chinese legation 
and intended to send him back to China to be tortured 
and executed. Sun was able to smuggle out a message to 
his former teacher in Hong Kong, Dr. Cantlie, who was 
now in London. Cantlie appealed for Sun to the British 
Foreign Office and persuaded British newspapers to 
publish Sun's story. Sun was released and became a 
world-famous revolutionary. He remained in Europe for 
two years, studying Western culture and political ideas 
so that he could effectively lead the anti-Ch'ing 
Chinese revolution. 

1897 MAR. 22. The first issue of The Japan Times was 
published to disseminate information about the policies 
of the Japanese government in English. The paper was 
founded by Fukuzawa Yukichi, founder of Keio 
University, and Ito Hirobumi, the eminent statesman 
who had resigned as prime minister on August 31, 1896. 

JUN. France, an ally of Russia, attempted to gain its 
own railway and mining concessions in China. Britain 
then sought to increase its own influence in Asia by 
considering a naval alliance with Japan, which was 
concluded as the Anglo- Japanese Alliance of 1902. 

NOV. 1. A Chinese anti-Christian mob in Shantung, the 
forerunners of the so-called Boxers who would lead an 
anti-foreign uprising in 1900, murdered two German 
missionaries in Shantung. German Kaiser Wilhelm 
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1898 informed Russian Tsar Nicholas II that he intended to 
retaliate by seizing Kiaochow Bay in Shantung. 

NOV. 7. The Imperial Germany Navy, commanded by Admiral 
Diedrich, occupied Kiaochow Bay. Germany soon forced 
China to give it concessions at Tsingtao, the capital 
city of a peninsula in Shantung that controlled access 
to the strategic Gulf of Chihli (Po Hai Gulf) . In 1898 
the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs leased the 
Kiaochow Bay to Germany for 99 years, granted Germany 
the right to build two railroads in Shantung, and also 
gave it mining rights along the railroads. 

In Japan, the Civil Code was enacted, giving legal 
recognition to the patriarchal family system known as 
the ie (house or family) . 

MAR. China granted Germany concessions in Shantung 
Province, and other foreign powers began scrambling for 
similar concessions. Britain forced China to give it 
Weihaiwei in Shantung, which had been occupied by Japan 
for three years, as well as recognition of its "special 
interests" in the Yangtze River valley. Britain also 
gained control of the Chinese Maritime Customs and an 
extension of the lease of the Kowloon Peninsula to 99 
years. In addition, it forced China to give it a 
99-year lease over the New Territories adjoining 
Kowloon on the Chinese mainland in the British Crown 
Colony of Hong Kong. This was one year after British 
Queen Victoria celebrated her Diamond Jubilee. 

Russia acquired Port Arthur and Dairen in 
Liaotung. France gained a 99-year lease for Kwangchow 
Bay in southern China, the right to build a railroad 
from Tonkin, Annam (northern Vietnam) to Kunming, 

China; and the right to appoint French as advisers to 
the postal service that had been proposed in China. 

Thus the southern Chinese provices of Yunnan, Kwangsi, 
and Kwangtung became a French sphere of influence. 

Italy asked for Sen-Men Bay in Chekiang Province. 

Thus in less than one year, the foreign powers 
"carved up China like a melon" into foreign spheres of 
interest, the same way that they had recently carved up 
Africa. Chinese leaders realized that they had to 
quickly modernize the country or it would not survive. 
K'ang Yu-wei led the faction that favored the rapid 
modernization of China. 

JUN. 11. The Reform Movement of 1898, also known as the 
100 Days of Reform, began in China. Under the influence 
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of K'ang Yu-wei and Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, Chinese Emperor 
Kuang-hsu issued an edicted announcing that he intended 
to reform the government. Over 103 days, from June 11 
to September 21, the emperor enacted more than 100 
reforms. These antagonized all of the leading groups, 
including Manchu nobles, military officers, and the 
Chinese Confucian-educated scholars who staffed the 
government bureaucracy. 

AUG. The U.S. defeated Spain in the Spanish-American 
War. A peace treaty gave the U.S. the islands of Puerto 
Rico, Guam, and the Philippines. The U.S. victory won 
independence for Cuba from Spain. 

The U.S. also annexed Hawaii. In 1887 Hawaiian 
King David Kalakaua, who had visited the U.S., had 
granted the U.S. the exclusive use of Pearl Harbor on 
Oahu Island. In 1893 Sanford B. Dole and other American 
business leaders had removed Hawaiian Queen 
Liliuokalani from the throne and imprisoned her in 
Iolani Palace. 

SEP. 21. Chinese official Yuan Shih-k'ai helped Empress 
Dowager Tz'u Hsi stage a palace coup that ended the 100 
Days of Reform in China. She placed Emperor Kuang-hsu 
under house arrest, cancelled his edicts of reform, 
executed six of the leading reformers, and assumed the 
regency for life. K'ang Yu-wei and Liang Ch'i-ch'ao 
escaped to Japan, where they founded the Protect the 
Emperor Society ( Pao-huang Hui ) . Thousands of Chinese 
students were in Japan at the time. There Liang 
established a journal to continue the reform movement. 

Sun Yat-sen was also then based in Japan and 
sought Liang's cooperation, but the two leaders became 
bitter rivals because Sun wanted to overthrow the 
Chinese imperial government and establish a modern 
republic, while Liang advocated a constitutional 
monarchy similar to Japan's. Liang also fell out with 
K'ang Yu-wei, who continued to support the Chinese 
monarchy and who opposed Sun's revolutionary movement. 

1899 NOV. The East Asian Common Culture Society ( Toa 
Dobun Kai ) was founded in Japan by Japanese 
nationalists with the goal of protecting China and 
Korea against Western imperialism and ensuring that 
Japan would hold the leading role in Asia. 

In Japan, the abolition of extraterritoriality, which 
the foreign powers had forced on the country through 
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1900 unequal treaties, became effective. That year, Japan 
secured a concession from Korea to build a railroad 
between Seoul and Inch 'on. 

The U.S. acquired Western Samoa. 

SEP. U.S. Secretary of State John Hays announced that 
the U.S. would have an Open Door Policy toward China. 

He sent notes to Britain, Russia, and Germany asking 
them to ensure equal commercial rights for all powers 
within their respective spheres of influence in China. 

In Japan, Yamagata Aritomo, now prime minister, had a 
ruling enacted that only military officers on active 
duty could be appointed as army and navy ministers in 
the cabinet; this gave the military more influence over 
the Japanese government . 

JUN. 10. In China, the so-called Boxers began attacking 
foreign legations and burning Christian churches in 
Peking. They belonged to a semireligious secret society 
in North China called the Society of the Righteous and 
Harmonious Fists ( Yi-ho ch'uan ) and practiced Chinese 
martial arts such as t 'ai-chi-ch'uan (called "shadow 
boxing" by Westerners; hence, the nickname "Boxers"). 
They believed that their practices protected them from 
being harmed by foreign bullets. The Boxers adopted the 
slogan, "Support the Manchus and eliminate the 
foreigners." They especially hated the Christian 
missionaries in China. 

The Boxers began their uprising in Shantung 
Province in 1898. At first they opposed the Manchu 
Ch'ing, but Empress Dowager Tz'u Hsi encouraged the 
Boxers and used them to declare war on eight foreign 
powers at the same time. The Boxers entered Peking and 
viciously rioted against foreigners, raping, looting, 
and slaughtering. 

On June 10, 1900 an army of 2,000 combined 
foreign troops began marching from the port city of 
Tientsin to the capital at Peking. At Tientsin, an 
international squadron of 18,000 soldiers from eight 
powers disembarked to march on Peking, the majority of 
them Japanese, followed by Russian, British, 

American, and French troops. German Field Commander 
Count Von Waldersee served as commander of the allied 
forces against the Boxers. 

JUN. 11. The Boxers murdered a secretary of the 
Japanese Legation in Peking. Two days later, they 
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1900 burned the Christian churches there and slaughtered the 
Christians seeking protection in them. 

JUN. 17. Allied forces seized the Ch'ing Taku forts 
at Tientsin. 

JUN. 20. German minister Baron Klemens von Ketteler 
was killed in Peking while going to negotiate with the 
Ch'ing Office for Foreign Affairs ( Tsunqli Yamen ) . 

JUN. 21. Empress Dowager Tz'u Hsi formally declared war 
against all foreign powers that had diplomatic contacts 
with China. The siege of the foreign legations in 
Peking by 200,000 Boxers lasted for 56 days, putting 
the capital into chaos and cutting it off from the 
outside world. Altogether the Boxers slaughtered at 
least 21,000 Chinese Christians, more than 185 
Protestant missionaries and their families, and 47 
Roman Catholic priests and nuns. 

As soon as the Boxer Uprising erupted, viceroys 
of southern Chinese provinces privately arranged their 
own truces with the foreign powers and promised to 
protect their concessions and treaty-port interests. 
Yuan Shih-k'ai, then governor of Shantung, the home 
province of the Boxers, also observed this agreement; 
and although he had supported the Empress Dowager 
against the Reform Movement of 1898, he refused to obey 
her orders to send his army to defend the Ch'ing court 
in Peking. 

JUL. 9. General Nieh Shih-ch'eng, commander of the 
Ch'ing forces in North China that fought the Boxers, 
was killed in a battle south of Tientsin, and the 
Ch'ing Imperial Guards Army suffered extensive losses. 

JUL. 13. A combined allied force of 31,000 troops 
captured Tientsin and began moving up the Peking 
railway line into Chihli Province. A month later, 
they fought a decisive battle near Tungchow. The Boxer 
Uprising gave Russia an excuse to pour troops into 
Manchuria. Russia also wanted to send troops into North 
China, but Britain warned Russia not to do that. U.S. 
Secretary of State Hays sent the foreign powers a note 
requesting them to preserve China's territorial 
integrity and to refrain from establishing further 
spheres of influence there, but they did not reply. 

AUG. 11. Empress Dowager Tz'u Hsi and Emperor 
Kuang-hsu, disguised as peasants, escaped from the 
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1900 Forbidden City (Imperial Palace in Peking) with Manchu 
princes and court officials and fled west to Sian 
(modern Xi'an) in Shensi Province. They did not return 
until January 1902. Li Hung-chang remained in Peking to 
negotiate with the foreign powers. 

AUG. 14. The allied forces occupied Peking, lifted 
the siege of the foreign legations, and rescued the 
foreigners and Chinese Christians. In the process the 
foreign soldiers looted, raped, and killed many Chinese 
civilians, while the Ch'ing were powerless to stop 
them. Russia took advantage of the crisis to occupy 
Manchuria. Japan now had to decide whether to give up 
its ambitions on the Chinese mainland or go to war to 
force Russia out of China. 

AUG. 15. The Japanese government ordered Governor 
General Kodama of Taiwan to bombard and occupy Amoy, 
a Chinese city in Fukien Province across the strait 
from Taiwan, under the pretext of ensuring the safety 
of Japanese nationals there. 

AUG. 24. Honganji, a Japanese Buddhist temple in Amoy 
(modern Hsiamen) , was attacked and burned. The Japanese 
blamed a Chinese mob, but the American consul in Amoy 
denied this allegation, and the Chinese suspected that 
Japanese set the fire. The Japanese landed a small 
force of marines to guard their consulate in Amoy, 
which triggered anti-Japanese riots in the city. 

AUG. 27. Japan dispatched ships from Taiwan with troops 
intended to occupy Amoy. 

AUG. 28. The Japanese government informed Governor 
General Kodama of Taiwan that the cabinet had decided 
to delay the invasion of Amoy. British warships and 
marines arrived in Amoy Harbor, thus deflecting a 
possible secretive Japanese attack on the city. 

SEP. Ito Hirobumi founded a new political party in 
Japan, the Friends of Constitutional Government (Rikken 
Seiyukai ) . 

SEP. 25. A nationalist, militarist organization, the 
Kokumin Domeikai , was established in Japan to expel 
Russia from Manchuria. Japanese secret agents in 
Manchuria had reported that Russia and China were about 
to sign a secret treaty giving Russia control over all 
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1900 of the railroads in Manchuria. Russia made Japan an 
offer that Japan could have control of Korea as far 
north as the Tadong River. 

SEP. 26. Yamagata Aritomo resigned as prime minister of 
Japan and was succeeded by Ito Hirobumi , who formed the 
first Seivukai cabinet. 

OCT. 8. Sun Yat-sen's supporters led the Waichow 
(Waiyeung) Rebellion in China. It ended on October 25 
because Japanese weapons were not delivered and rebel 
leaders could not get foreign support. But Sun was 
encouraged that many Chinese seemed to support him. 

1901 The "Black Dragon" Society was founded in Japan, known 
as Kokuryukai , the Japanese pronunciation of Heilung 
(Black Dragon) , the Chinese name of the Amur River in 
Manchuria. The society's goal was to prevent Russia 
from taking over Manchuria. The society also advocated 
that Japanese students should be indoctrinated in the 
national polity or essence of Japan, known as Kokutai . 

In China, Li Hung-chang died, and Yuan Shih-k'ai was 
appointed governor of Chihli (modern Hopeh) Province 
and commissioner of northern Chinese ports. This made 
him the most powerful military commander in North 
China . 

SEP. 7. The Peace Protocol of 1901, also known as the 
International Protocol of 1901, was signed by Li 
HUng-chang and Prince Kung, representing China, with 
11 foreign nations to conclude the Boxer Uprising. Its 
main points included: (1) punishment of Chinese war 

criminals; (2) destruction of all Chinese defenses 
("now and forever") from Taku to Peking; (3) the right 
of foreign powers to station troops at their legations; 
(4) a b% tariff on all Chinese goods; (5) payment by 
China to the foreign powers of $333 million, the 
largest portion of which went to Russia. The U.S. and 
Britain later returned much of their indemnities to set 
up a fund for Chinese students to be educated in their 
countries . 

China was required to send special envoys to 
Japan and Germany to apologize for the murder of their 
diplomats, and to destroy the Taku forts and other 
fortifications along the coast that protected Peking. 
The foreign powers were allowed to station troops at 
their legations in Peking, and China was not permitted 
to import foreign weapons for two years. The Protocol 
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also gave Western traders and missionaries complete 
freedom to engage in their activities in China. 

Russian forces massacred numerous Chinese in 
the territory around Vladivostok that China had ceded 
to Russia in 1860, and they continued to occupy 
Manchuria despite treaties Russia had made with China. 
This caused Japan and Britain to conclude the Anglo- 
Japanese Alliance of 1902 and resulted in the Russo- 
Japanese War of 1904-05. 

1902 Russia announced that it had decided to evacuate 
Manchuria, but it did not do so, and Japan continued 
to plan for war with Russia. 

Japan secured a concession from Korea to build a 
railroad between Seoul and Pusan and to issue Japanese 
banknotes in Korea. 

Japan and Britain signed the Anglo-Japanese Alliance. 
This gave Britain an ally against Russia and Germany 
to protect its interests in Asia, and gave Japan 
security and prestige as an equal among foreign powers. 
The alliance did not recognize Japan's control over 
Korea but did affirm that Japan could oppose Russia 
without Western interference. It also guaranteed that 
Britain would not intervene in a conflict solely 
between Japan and Russia but would do so if any other 
power joined Russia. This prevented France, an ally of 
Russia, from interfering in a conflict between Japan 
and Russia. 

1903 In China, Huang Hsing led the Ch'angsha Revolt but 
had to flee to Tokyo, where he joined other Chinese 
revolutionaries . 

AUG. Japan and Russia entered into direct negotiations. 
Japan proposed that Russia recognize Japan's special 
interests in Korea and in return Japan would recognize 
Russia's special interests in Manchuria, but Russia 
rejected this proposal. Russia tried but did not 
succeed to divide Korea at the 39th parallel. It 
offered to give Japan control of the southern part of 
Korea if Japan would recognize a Russian "buffer" in 
northern Korea. Russia promised to remove all of its 
troops from Manchuria, but only removed a third of 
them, and it began pouring troops into the Far East on 
the Trans-Siberian Railway. 

Many prominent Japanese leaders maintained that 
Japan should use its strong military, which it had 
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1901 built up with indemnity payments from China, to force 
Russia out of Manchuria. 

While Japan and Russia were preparing to go to war, 
in China Yuan Shih-k'ai was appointed commissioner of 
the Ch'ing Army Reorganization Council. He built up his 
own Peiyang Army, with officers trained in his academy, 
the P'ao-ting Military School. One graduate was Chiang 
Kai-shek, who became head of the Chinese Nationalist 
(Kuomintang; KMT) government after Sun Yat-sen died in 
1925. Military commanders around China built up armies 
along Yuan's model. 

1904 JAN. Korea issued a declaration of neutrality. Japan 
decided to go to war with Russia. 

FEB. 6. Japan broke off diplomatic relations with 
Russia . 

FEB . 7 . The Russo-Japanese War began when Japanese 
submarines made a surprise night attack on the Russian 
naval fleet at Port Arthur and blockaded Russian ships 
in the harbor. 

FEB. 10. Japan declared war on Russia and took control 
of Korea. The Japanese Second Army landed at Dairen on 
the Liaotung Peninsula, occupied Dairen and Nanshan, 
and besieged Port Arthur, while other Japanese land 
forces crossed the Yalu River from Korea into Manchuria 
(northeastern China) and marched on Liaoyang. Chang 
Tso-lin, the warlord of Manchuria, fought on the 
Japanese side against Russia. After the war, Chang's 
troops joined the Manchu Ch'ing Chinese imperial army. 

FEB. 23. The Japanese government forced Korea to accept 
a protocol obliging it to collaborate with Japan in the 
Russo-Japanese War. Japan continued its efforts to turn 
Korea into a protectorate. 

AUG. The Japanese Third Army under General Nogi 
Maresuke attacked Port Arthur. The city fell in January 
1905 . 

AUG. 22. Japan and Korea signed another agreement under 
which the Japanese government placed both Japanese 
advisers and American advisers chosen by Japan in the 
Korean government. During the Russo-Japanese War, these 
advisers "reformed" Korea's foreign affairs, finance, 
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1904 army, police, and education systems. Japan also signed 
agreements with the U.S. and Britain, gaining the 
consent of these countries for Japan to do whatever it 
wanted in Korea. These are known respectively as the 
Katsura-Taft Agreement, signed on July 29, 1905, and 
the Second Anglo-Japanese Alliance, signed on August 
12, 1905. 

1905 Ito Hirobumi, the preeminent Japanese statesmen, who 
had just retired as Resident-General in Korea, was 
assassinated by a Korean. 

JAN. Port Arthur in Manchuria fell to the Japanese 
Third Army. 

FEB. The February Revolution of 1905 broke out in 
Russia . 

FEB. 19. Russia and Japan fought the battle of Mukden 
(modern Shenyang) in Manchuria. The Japanese captured 
Mukden on March 10, although they did not win a 
conclusive victory. 

APR. The Japanese military had become over-extended on 
the Chinese mainland, and Russia began sending even 
more troops into Manchuria, so the cabinet of Japanese 
Prime Minister Katsura decided to negotiate with 
Russia . 

MAY 27-28. The Japanese combined naval fleet, led by 
Admiral Togo Heihachiro, destroyed most of the Russian 
Baltic Fleet, which had sailed from the Gulf of Finland 
for Vladivostok and had just entered the Tsushima 
Strait between Japan and Korea. The Battle of Tsushima, 
called by the Japanese the Battle of the Sea of Japan, 
was one of the greatest naval victories in military 
history. After the battle. May 27 was celebrated as 
Navy Day in Japan until 1945. When a Japanese fleet 
sailed to Hawaii to attack Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941, the flagship raised the flag flown by Admiral 
Togo at Tsushima. The Battle of Tsushima in 1905 showed 
the world that the Japanese Imperial Navy was supreme 
in northeast Asia and that an Asian power could defeat 
a European power. 

After the battle, Japan secretly ask U.S. President 
Theodore Roosevelt to mediate a peace agreement between 
Japan and Russia. At the same time, Japanese troops 
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1905 advanced far into Manchuria. The U.S. government 
decided to intervene because it saw that Japan 
potentially threatened its interests in the Pacific. 

JUL. In Tokyo, Sun Yat-sen founded the Revolutionary 
Society (also known as the Alliance Society; 

T ' ung-menq hui ) , with the goal of overthrowing the 
Manchu Ch'ing Dynasty and establishing a republic in 
China. The Revolutionary Alliance began publishing The 
People's Journal ( Min Pao ) and coordinating activities 
by Chinese revolutionaries that culminated in the 
Wuchang Uprising of October 10, 1911 and the downfall 
of the Ch'ing. Sun and other Chinese revolutionaries 
were inspired by Japan's victory over Russia in the 
Russo-Japanese War. 

JUL. 29. Japan and the U.S. signed the secret 
Katsura-Taft Agreement, which gave American consent 
to Japan's free hand in Korea. 

AUG. Japan and Russia began negotiations, which were 
held in the U.S. at Portsmouth, New Hampshire and were 
mediated by President Theodore Roosevelt. 

AUG. 12. Japan and Britain renewed the Anglo-Japanese 
Alliance. Both countries still wanted to force Russia 
to withdraw its troops from Manchuria and to stop 
advancing into China. Britain agreed to give Japan a 
free hand in Korea. 

SEP. 5. Japan and Russia signed the Treaty of 
Portsmouth which concluded the Russo-Japanese War. 
Russia agreed to give Japan the southern half of 
Sakhalin Island (Karafuto in Japanese) . Japan also 
acquired the former Russian concession on the Liaotung 
Peninsula in Manchuria, including the strategic ports 
of Port Arthur and Dairen (part of modern Dalian) , and 
control of the southern section of the Chinese Eastern 
Railroad and all mining rights along that section. In 
the treaty, Russia also recognized Japan's "paramount 
political, military, and economic interests in Korea." 
However, the Russians remained in northern Manchuria, 
which they made their sphere of influence. 

President Roosevelt took Russia's side in 
preventing Japan from gaining a cash payment as 
reparations for the war, because Japan had begun the 
war against Russia. This infuriated the Japanese, 
especially the military, which had wanted the money to 
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1905 fund Japan's continuing expansion in Asia. Rioting 
broke out in Tokyo and Japanese Prime Minister Katsura 
Taro was forced to resign. This decision about 
reparations caused the Japanese military to officially 
regard the U.S. as its enemy. Japanese naval war plans 
now began to include preparations for a war with the 
U.S. for control of the Pacific Ocean. 

President Roosevelt decided to send an American 
fleet around the world on a goodwill mission to impress 
Japan with its power. However, the "Great White 
American Fleet" created deep resentment in Japan that 
eventually led to World War II. 

The Russo-Japanese War increased the 
nationalistic feelings of the Chinese people, on whose 
land the war had been fought, and thus contributed to 
the Revolution of 1911 in which the Chinese overthrew 
the Manchu Ch'ing Dynasty. 

NOV. 18. The Korean-Japanese Convention of 1905 was 
signed. Japan had sent Ito Hirobumi to Korea to 
conclude a treaty making Korea a Japanese protectorate. 
The Korean rulers acquiesced after Ito threatened them 
with military action. 

At the Peking Conference in late 1905, the Ch'ing 
government accepted the terms of the Treaty of 
Portsmouth between Japan and Russia. The Ch'ing were 
so weak that they gave Japan even greater rights in 
Manchuria than those listed in the treaty. For the 
first time, Japan acquired concessions on Chinese 
territory, thus making it equal to the Western powers. 

In 1905 the Ch'ing abolished the ancient imperial 
examination that had been used for more than two 
thousand years to select Confucian-educated scholars to 
staff the Chinese imperial bureaucy. China established 
an elementary school system, modeled on that of Japan, 
and sent Chinese students abroad, mainly to Japan. 
During the early 1900 's, ten to fifteen thousand 
Chinese students went to Japan each year. Most of the 
leaders of modern China had been educated in Japan. 

An anti-Ch'ing revolutionary uprising in Hunan Province 
failed, and Chinese diplomats persuaded the Japanese 
government to refuse to give haven to the revolutionary 
leaders . 

1906 Britain and China signed a convention under which 
Britain pledged not to annex Tibetan territory and not 
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1906 to enter into any negotiations with Tibet except 
through China, which held suzerain power over Tibet. 

FEB. Japan opened the Office of Resident General in 
Korea ( Kankoku Tokan Fu ) which administered its 
protectorate government. Ito Hirobumi served as the 
first Resident General. 

MAR. The Japanese government nationalized all of the 
country's railways. 

NOV. The South Manchuria Railroad was completed. 

1907 Japan and Russia entered into cordial treaty relations, 
creating an entente between the two powers. 

The U.S. government made available to Chinese students 
funds from the indemnity which China had paid to the 
U.S. following the Boxer Uprising in 1900. Eight 
hundred Chinese went to study in the U.S. 

JAN. Sun Yat-sen gave an anti-Ch'ing speech in Japan 
that caused the Ch'ing to ask the Japanese government 
to expel Sun. 

FEB. The Japanese government, wanting to maintain good 
relations with Chinese revolutionary leaders, permitted 
Sun to leave Japan voluntarily. Sun moved to Hanoi in 
northern Vietnam, a French colony, but was expelled by 
France. He then moved to the Malay Peninsula (modern 
Malaysia) , where there was a large overseas Chinese 
population. 

JUL. 23. Ito Hirobumi concluded an agreement with the 
Korean cabinet which gave Japan the right to appoint 
Japanese officials to the Korean bureaucracy. King 
Kojong of Korea had sent a secret mission to the world 
peace conference in The Hague to gain his country's 
independence, so Japan forced him to abdicate and 
placed his retarded son on the throne. During July and 
August, Japan also forced Korea to disband its troops. 

1908 Chiang Kai-shek, who later became head of the Chinese 
Nationalist government, received military training in 
Tokyo, Japan, after having attended Yuan Shih-k'ai's 
Paoting Military School in North China. While in Japan, 
Chiang joined Sun Yat-sen 's anti-Ch'ing Revolutionary 
Alliance . 
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1908 NOV. 13. Ch'ing Empress Dowager Tz'u Hsi named her 
grand-nephew the successor to Emperor Kuang-hsu. 

NOV. 14. Emperor Kuang-hsu died after a long Illness, 
perhaps poisoned by Tz'u Hsi. Her three-year-old 
grand-nephew took the throne as Emperor Hsuan-t'ung 
(r. 1908-12), and proved to be not only the last Ch'ing 
emperor, but the last emperor in Chinese history. He 
was later known as Henry P'u-yi. 

NOV. 15. Empress Dowager Tz'u Hsi, who had controlled 
the Ch'ing court for more than half a century, died 
suddenly. Military commander Yuan Shih-k'ai, who had 
been her protege, was forced to retire. 

1909 JUL. 6. The Japanese government decided to annex Korea. 
By this time, Japan had complete control over Korea's 
economic activities, including finance, banking, 
mining, fisheries, transportation, and communications. 

OCT. 26 Japanese Prince Ito Hirobumi, the retired 
Resident General of Korea, was assassinated while 
touring the Manchurian city of Harbin by a Korean 
patriot, An Chung-gun, the commander of a Korean 
"Righteous Army" unit. 

1910 Sun Yat-sen met with other revolutionary leaders to 
draw up plans for the Canton Uprising of April 1911. 
Chiang Kai-shek had the opportunity to meet Sun in 
Japan. 

The ruler of Tibet, Dalai Lama XIII, led an uprising, 
and the Ch'ing government sent troops to Lhasa, the 
Tibetan capital. The Dalai Lama escaped to India, where 
he stayed until revolution broke out in China in 1911. 

In Japan, the Nationalist Party ( Kokuminto ) was formed. 

Japan and Russia concluded a political entente. 

MAY. The Japanese government appointed Army Minister 
Terauchi Masatake to serve concurrently as Resident 
General of Korea, so that Japan could annex Korea. The 
Koreans remained strongly anti- Japanese, so Terauchi 
dispatched more Japanese troops to Seoul prior to the 
annexation to establish undeclared martial law. 

AUG. 22. Japan annexed Korea as a colony when Terauchi 
and pro-Japanese Korean Prime Minister Yi Wan-yong 
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1910 signed an agreement of annexation. Although the Koreans 
strongly resisted this agreement, the Western powers 
did not officially protest to Japan. Korea was thus 
completely subjugated to a foreign power for the first 
time in its history. The Japanese called Korea by its 
ancient name. Chosen (Choson or Chosun) . 

SEP. 30. The office of Resident General in Korea was 
replaced by the Government-General of Korea ( Chosen 
Sotoku Fu ) , a colonial government controlled by the 
Japanese military. It remained the government of Korea 
until August 15, 1945, when Japan agreed to surrender 
to the Allied powers under the conditions of the 
Potsdam Declaration. 

In 1910 the Government-General established 
1,642 special police stations throughout Korea to 
enforce the harsh measures it decreed to efface Korean 
culture and assimilate the Korean people into the 
Japanese colonial empire. The educational system was 
used to further Korean assimilation, called doka 
kvoiku by the Japanese. Korean students had to learn 
the Japanese language in place of their own. The 
Government-General abolished 12 Korean political 
organizations, suspended the rights of free speech and 
assembly, and replaced Korean newspapers with new ones 
that supported the new government. Japan also stationed 
two army divisions in Korea. 

1911 JUL. 13. Britain and Japan renewed the Anglo-Japanese 
Alliance for the second time, five years before it was 
due to expire. 

SEP. 7. Widespread demonstrations broke out in the 
Chinese province of Szechwan after the viceroy arrested 
leaders of the anti-Ch'ing Railway Protection 
Association and members of the provincial assembly. 
Anti-Ch'ing rioting broke out in other provinces, 
encouraging Chinese revolutionaries to lead the Wuchang 
Uprising on October 10, 1911, the official start of the 
Revolution of 1911 that overthrew the Manchu Ch'ing 
Dynasty. 

OCT. 9. Chinese revolutionaries accidentally blew up a 
small bomb at their secret headquarters in Hankow, and 
Ch'ing police seized a list of the names of those 
involved in the plot to overthrow the dynasty. This 
occurred one week before they had planned to begin 
their uprising, and the revolutionaries who had 
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1911 Infiltrated the Wuchang garrison of the Ch'ing army 
decided that they now had to rise up immediately 
against the Ch'ing. 

OCT. 10. The Wuchang Uprising - Chinese revolutionaries 
at Wuchang led a mutiny, took the main Wuchang arsenal, 
and forced a brigade commander, General Li Yuan-hung, 
to become leader of the uprising. The Manchu Ch'ing 
governor-general and the commander of the local 
garrison panicked and fled the area, leaving it to the 
revolutionaries. At the same time, revolutionary forces 
took Hankow and Hanyang. Many Chinese provinces joined 
the revolution and declared their independence from the 
Ch'ing Dynasty. This date is still celebrated in Taiwan 
(the Republic of China; ROC) as "Double Tenth Day." 

The Ch'ing, who had recalled Yuan Shih-k'ai and 
appointed him Governor-General of Hopeh and Hunan 
provinces, gave him an Imperial Mandate to put down the 
revolution. He agreed on condition that the Ch'ing 
establish a cabinet and a national assembly and appoint 
him military commander of all Ch'ing forces, and that 
the Ch'ing grant legal recognition to Sun Yat-sen's 
Revolutionary Alliance. The Japanese government, for 
the time being, refrained from taking any official 
action regarding the Chinese revolution. 

NOV. 8. The Chinese National Assembly in Peking elected 
Yuan Shih-k'ai prime minister. 

NOV. 11. The Chinese navy joined the side of the 
anti-Ch'ing revolutionaries. 

NOV. 27. The revolutionaries captured Nanking, and the 
Ch'ing Dynasty granted legal recognition to Sun's 
Revolutionary Alliance and appointed Yuan Shih-k'ai 
prime minister with the authority to form a cabinet. 
Yuan removed all Manchus from high government 
positions, and many Manchus returned to Manchuria. Yuan 
secretly negotiated with revolutionary leaders at 
Wuchang to replace the Ch'ing with a republication 
government, because he intended to become president of 
the new government. By the end of November, more than 
half of the Chinese provinces had declared that they 
were independent from the Ch'ing. 

After the Wuchang Uprising, Sun Yat-sen, 
instead of returning immediately to China, went to 
Britain. He convinced the British to block the loan 
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they had promised the Ch'ing to build a railroad in 
China, and to consider making a loan to the new 
government that Sun planned to establish. Sun also met 
with the premier of France. The foreign powers decided 
to remain at peace with China because they were afraid 
that Japan or Russia would intervene. The Chinese 
revolutionaries were aware of the threat from both 
Japan and Russia, and so they agreed to negotiate with 
Yuan Shih-k'ai. 

While the Chinese were fighting their revolution 
against the Manchu Ch'ing, the Dalai Lama, head of 
Tibet, returned from exile in India and, with the aid 
of British troops, drove Ch'ing forces and officials 
out of Tibet and declared independence. 

DEC. 2. Chinese revolutionaries signed an armistice 
with forces from Peking, and a general cease-fire was 
declared until December 31, when a peace conference 
would convene in Shanghai . 

DEC. 4. Representatives from 17 Chinese provinces met 
in Nanking and set up the Provisional Republican 
Government under Sun Yat-sen and Li Yuan-hung. 

DEC. 25. Sun Yat-sen returned from exile to Shanghai. 

DEC. 29. Sun was elected president of the Provisional 
Government of the Republic of China established at 
Nanking. 

DEC. 31. The peace conference between Chinese 
revolutionaries and the government led by Yuan 
Shih-k'ai in Peking convened in Shanghai. 

1912 Outer Mongolia, with Russia's support, declared its 

independence from China. China protested to Russia with 
no results. 

JAN. 1. Sun Yat-sen was inaugurated as provisional 
president of the Provisional Government of the Republic 
of China (ROC), and Li Yuan-hung as vice president. 

But Yuan Shih-k'ai soon forced Sun to resign the 
presidency so that he himself could assume it. Sun 
agreed to do so on several conditions, including the 
abdication of Manchu Ch'ing Emperor Hsuan-t'ung (Henry 
P'u-yi) . 



FEB. 12. Emperor Hsuan-t'ung, then six years old, 
abdicated the throne, thus ending 2,133 years of 
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imperial rule in China. The emperor was permitted to 
retain his title, his residence in the imperial palace, 
known as the Forbidden City in Peking, and an annual 
allowance of about $3 million. 

FEB. 13. Sun Yat-sen resigned as provisional president 
of the Republic of China, and Yuan Shih-k'ai took his 
place . 

FEB. 15. Yuan Shih-k'ai was unanimously elected 
president of the Republic of China. He was sworn in 
on March 10 in Peking, where he established his 
republican government. Britain and other foreign 
powers supported Yuan because they wanted a strong 
leader to protect their rights and interests in China. 

In the summer. Sun Yat-sen traveled to Peking, 
where he helped found the Nationalist Party, known as 
the Kuomintang (KMT) , an amalgam of the Revolutionary 
Alliance and several other organizations. Sung 
Chiao-jen, a colleague of Sun, was chosen party leader. 
Sun Yat-sen decided not to hold government office but 
to become active in reconstructing China, especially 
building vital railroads. 

JUL. 30. Japanese Emperor Mitsuhito, known by his reign 
name Emperor Meiji, died. He was succeeded by his son. 
Emperor Yoshihito, who took the reign name Taisho 
(Taisho Era, 1912-1926). Emperor Meiji's death marked 
the end of the Meiji Era (1868-1912), during which 
Japan made the transition from a feudal to a modern 
state. Many Japanese hoped that the Taisho Era would be 
a time of democratization based on Western models. 

1913 The California state legislature in the U.S. passed 

laws that discriminated against Japanese in the state. 
This increased resentment by the Japanese against 
Americans residing in Japan. 

China concluded an agreement in which it granted 
autonomy to Outer Mongolia in exchange for Russia's 
recognition of Outer Mongolia as a part of China. 

FEB. China held elections for its new bicameral 
parliament. The Nationalist Party ( Kuomintang ; KMT), 
led by Sung Chiao-jen, defeated the government of Yuan 
Shih-k'ai and won a majority of seats in the new house 
of representatives and senate. 
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FEB. 13. Sun Yat-sen went to Japan until March 22, 
where he held several talks with the prime minister. 

Sun delivered many speeches in Japan where he stressed 
that Japan and China should cooperate closely to keep 
Asia for Asians against European and American 
imperialism. He stated, "The patriots of your country 
have led me and taught me, and I deem Japan my second 
fatherland and your statesmen my mentors. China awaits 
your saving help." At a speech in Osaka, Sun noted that 
China should not worry that Japan had strengthened its 
army and navy, since Japan had done so to oppose 
Western imperialism. 

MAR. 20. In China, Yuan Shih-k'ai had Nationalist (KMT) 
leader Sung Chiao-jen assassinated as Sung was 
preparing to travel to Peking to become premier of the 
new cabinet. Yuan eventually dissolved parliament, 
banned the Chinese Nationalist Party, dismissed three 
Nationalist governors, and sent his troops into their 
provinces. The Nationalists were too weak to resist, 
and by June Yuan became dictator of China. 

JUN. The China Industrial Company was formed, with Sun 
Yat-sen as president and Japanese Viscount Kurachi , 
former Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, as vice 
president. Four large Japanese firms, Mitsubishi, 
Mitsui, Yasuda, and Okura, would provide the capital. 

JUL. 12. Seven southern Chinese provinces rebelled 
against Yuan Shih-k'ai, known as the Second Revolution 
in China. However, many Nationalist Party members and 
overseas Chinese did not support the Second Revolution. 
Sun Yat-sen and other revolutionary leaders fled to 
Japan, where in 1914 they formed the Chinese 
Revolutionary Party ( Chunq-hua Kuomintanq ) . 

Shortly after the Second Revolution in China, Japan 
concluded a secret treaty with China which granted 
Japan the rights to build five railroad lines in 
Manchuria and Mongolia. Japan then joined the Western 
powers in recognizing the Republic of China led by Yuan 
Shih-k'ai as the official government of China. 

In Japan, Sun Yat-sen planned to overthrow Yuan. 
However, Yuan brought himself down in 1916 by 
attempting to declare himself emperor of a new Chinese 
imperial dynasty. 
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Russia and China concluded a commercial treaty which 
granted Russia many rights in Outer Mongolia, including 
trade, exploitation of mineral, forest, and fishing 
resources, and the purchase of land for farming and 
herding animals. Moreover, all Russian goods exported 
from or imported into Outer Mongolia would be duty- 
free. This treaty made Outer Mongolia in fact a Russian 
sphere of influence. 

Prior to the outbreak of World War I in Europe, 
delegates from Britain, China, and Tibet held a 
conference in Simla, India, where they drafted an 
agreement that would take from China a large region 
of its western territory. The Ch'ing government 
refused to ratify the treaty. 

AUG. 1. World War I broke out in Europe when Germany, 
which belonged to the Triple Alliance with Italy and 
Austria, declared war on Russia, which belonged to the 
Triple Entente with Britain and France. The latter 
were known as the Allies. 

AUG. 3. Germany declared war on France, and Britain 
declared war on Germany. 

AUG. 4. Japan announced that it was neutral in the war, 
but it promised to support Britain if asked to defend 
the British Crown Colony of Hong Kong and British 
holdings at Weihaiwei in Shantung, China against German 
attack . 

AUG. 7. Britain asked Japan to destroy armed German 
merchant cruisers in Chinese waters. 

AUG. 8. Japan decided to enter World War I on Britain's 
side. The next week it sent an ultimatum to the German 
government in Berlin, which did not respond. 

AUG. 23. The government of Japanese Prime Minister 
Okuma Shigenobu declared war on Germany, claiming that 
it was obligated to Britain under the Anglo-Japanese 
Alliance, which had been revised in 1911. Japan sent 
troops to take Kiaochow, held by Germany in Shantung 
Province, China. Japan ignored the fact that China had 
declared itself neutral in the war. Japanese troops 
even took Chinese territories along the Kiaochow-Tsinan 
Railroad. China protested Japan's actions and asked the 
U.S. to provide it diplomatic support. Since the 
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Western countries were preoccupied with the war in 
Europe, they did little to interfere with Japan's 
actions in Asia. 

Before World War I, Chinese premier Yuan 
Shih-k'ai had brought in German advisers to lead his 
army. The war gave Japan the pretext for removing 
German influence from China. The Japanese military 
pressed these policies on Prime Minister Okuma. 

AUG. 26. A combined British and Japanese fleet 
blockaded Tsingtao, a German-held city in Shantung 
Province, China. 

SEP. 2. Japanese troops arrived in Shantung. British 
troops arrived there several weeks later. 

OCT. Japanese forces occupied Germany's Pacific 
holdings north of the equator in the Marshall, Mariana, 
and Caroline Islands. The U.S., seeing that Japanese 
expansion in the Pacific Ocean posed a threat to its 
holdings there, divided its naval fleet and sent half 
of it to the west coast, based at San Diego, 

California, to serve as a deterrent against Japan. In 
1940, when war with Japan loomed, the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet was moved from San Diego to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

NOV. 7. Japanese and British troops captured Tsingtao 
in Shantung. 

1915 JAN. 18. Japanese Foreign Minister Hioki Eki presented 
the so-called Twenty-One Demands on China to Chinese 
premier Yuan Shih-k'ai. The demands asked so much of 
China that their obvious intention was to make China 
a protectorate of Japan. The whole world was shocked. 
The demands were divided into five groups, with the 
fifth being the harshest. Group I aimed to turn 
Shantung Province from a German into a Japanese sphere 
of influence. Group II demanded industrial, commercial, 
and residential rights for Japanese in southern 
Manchuria and eastern Inner Mongolia. It also demanded 
the extension of the Japanese lease of Port Arthur and 
Dairen on the Liaotung Peninsula in Manchuria from 25 
to 99 years. Group III demanded that the Han-yeh-ping 
Company, the largest iron mining and smelting company 
in Hopeh Province, be made into a Sino-Japanese joint 
enterprise under Japanese control . Group IV warned 
China not to cede or lease any harbor, bay, or island 
along the Chinese coast to any power other than Japan. 
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Group V contained many more demands, including 
the employment of Japanese advisers in the Chinese 
central government; joint Sino-Japanese control of the 
Chinese police force and education system; the purchase 
by China of Japanese weapons; the granting to Japan of 
the rights to build railroads in the Yangtze River 
valley; and the granting to Japan of the right to 
"preach religion" in Japan (a right that Western 
Christian missionaries had earlier gained in China) . 
Japan also demanded that China consult with Japan 
before it attempted to borrow money from foreign 
countries to finance railroads, mines, and other 
economic activities. 

FEB. Yuan Shih-k'ai offered a pardon for about 400 
Chinese revolutionaries living in exile in Japan if 
they would return to China to help resist Japanese 
aggression. More than 150 of them accepted Yuan's 
offer. Sun Yat-sen and his colleagues remained in 
Japan, where they continued to advocate cooperation 
between the Chinese and Japanese . 

MAY 25. The final treaties regarding Japan's Twenty-One 
Demands on China were signed following secret 
negotiations. Because the international outcry against 
Japan's Twenty-One Demands on China was so strong, 
Japanese government officials forced Japan's foreign 
minister to resign. 

Yuan Shih-k'ai had gained favor with the 
Chinese people by refusing to agree to all of Japan's 
demands. By the end of 1915, Yuan's followers organized 
the Peace Planning Society with the goal of turning the 
Chinese republic into a monarchy with Yuan as the first 
emperor of the new dynasty. But this movement backfired 
and made the Chinese people feel that Yuan should be 
overthrown. The Japanese also took the position that 
Yuan should not become emperor of China. 

1916 JAN. 1. Yuan Shih-k'ai proclaimed himself the emperor 
of a new imperial dynasty in China. He was opposed by 
other Chinese leaders and by foreign powers that held 
concesssions in China. 

MAR. 22. Yuan Shih-k'ai's opponents forced him to 
restore the government of the Republic of China. 

JUN. 6. Yuan Shih-k'ai died of uremia, and Li 
Yuan-hung, who had been vice president, succeeded him 
as president of the Republic of China. But China became 



90 




1916 



divided into regions controlled by contending warlords, 
all of whom had been trained in Yuan's Paoting Military 
Academy or had been his associates. The Warlord Period 
lasted from 1916 to 1928; during that time, the 
government of China was controlled by whichever warlord 
controlled Peking. 

Li Yuan-hung appointed Tuan Ch'i-jui premier, 
but Tuan forced Li to retire and replaced him with 
General Feng Kuo-chang, a warlord in North China known 
as the "Christian General." 

Japan made extensive loans to the pro-Japanese 
warlords who controlled the Peking area, which further 
incited Chinese patriots against Japan. Chinese 
resistance culminated in the anti-Japanese 
demonstrations known as the May Fourth Movement of 
1919. Chang Tso-lin, with the permission of Japan, 
became the warlord of Manchuria. He held this position 
until Japanese agents assassinated him in 1928. 

OCT. In Japan, the cabinet of Prime Minister Okuma 
Shigenobu was replaced by one headed by General 
Terauchi Masatake . 

Sun Yat-sen returned from Japan to reside in Shanghai. 

1917 JAN. Britain asked Japan to send naval destroyers to 
the Mediterranean Sea to help fight Germany. Britain, 
France, Italy, and Russia secretly agreed, without 
China's knowledge, to Japan's claims on Chinese 
territory in southern Manchuria and eastern Inner 
Mongolia . 

APR 6. The U.S. entered World War I on the Allied side. 

In the summer, China joined the Allies and declared war 
on Germany, both because the Allies pressured it to and 
because it wanted to have a place at the post-war peace 
conference to recover Shantung Province, which Japan 
had taken from Germany. China sent 100,000 laborers to 
help the Allies in Europe, such as digging trenches and 
burying the dead. China was not aware that earlier in 
the year, Britain and France had secretly agreed to 
Japan's control of Shantung. 

JUL. Chang Hsun, assisted by K'ang Yu-wei, attempted 
an imperial restoration in China, known as the 
Restoration of 1917. Chang placed Ch'ing Emperor 
Hsuan-t'ung (Henry P'u-yi) on the throne, but he only 
remained there for 17 days, after which the Chinese 
Nationalist Party resumed power. 
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AUG. In Canton, Sun Yat-sen was elected Grand Marshal 
of a military government that claimed to be the 
legitimate government of China. But Sun was not able 
to maintain his leadership, and he and his wife, Soong 
Ch'ing-ling, retired to Shanghai. 

OCT. 25. The October Revolution of 1917 broke out in 
Russia. The Bolshevik Red Army overthrew the Russian 
Tsar and took over the country. Vladimir Lenin 
proclaimed the new Soviet government in Petrograd. 

After the Russian Revolution, the foreign powers wanted 
to keep Japan as their ally to counter the power of the 
Bolsheviks who had taken over Russia. 

NOV. 2. The U.S. and Japan and exchanged the Lansing- 
Ishii Notes, in which the two countries agreed to 
respect China's territorial integrity and the Open Door 
Policy, but recognized Japan's "special interests" on 
the Asian mainland. 

1918 JAN. U.S. President Woodrow Wilson presented to 

Congress his 14 points for a just and lasting peace 
following World War I. He called for a League of 
Nations that would keep the peace and guarantee the 
independence and security of "great and small states 
alike . " 

APR. Japanese and British forces landed at the Russian 
port of Vladivostok on the Sea of Japan, just north of 
Korea . 

MAY 8. The cabinet of Tuan Ch'i-jui in China signed a 
military pact with Japan under which Japan could send 
troops to Siberia (eastern Russia) through Manchuria. 

JUL . The U.S. asked Japan to send 7,000 troops to join 
an American intervention force of 7,000 soldiers in 
Siberia, to insure that Czech soldiers traveling on the 
Trans-Siberian Railway would be protected from the 
Bolsheviks. The Russian Civil War had hindered the 
transit of the Czech soldiers from Vladivostok to 
Russia to rejoin World War I. Japan agreed and sent 
12,000 troops into Siberia, which it soon increased to 
70,000. The Japanese did not evacuate Siberia until 
1922, several years after U.S. troops had left the 
region. 

The Chinese government made a secret agreement with 
Japan that recognized Japan's claim on Shantung 
Province . 
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1919 NOV. 11. The European powers declared an armistice, 
thus ending World War I . 

The Paris Peace Conference was convened at Versailles 
to conclude World War I. President Wilson headed the 
U.S. delegation. Russia was not represented at the 
conference, because its civil war was still raging and 
the Western powers did not want to recognize the 
Bolshevik government. Germany and its allies during the 
war, now the nations of Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, and 
Turkey, were also barred from the conference. The 
leaders of the "Big Four," Wilson of the U.S., Georges 
Clemenceau of France, Lloyd George of Britain, and 
Vittorio Orlando of Italy, made the major decisions at 
the conference. 

China demanded that since it had fought on the 
Allied side, Japan should return to China the former 
German Concession at Kiaochow in Shantung. However, the 
secret agreement that Britain, France, and Russia had 
made with Japan, recognizing Japan's claim to Shantung, 
was made public at the conference. The Chinese people 
were outraged. Japan also acquired trusteeship over 
the former German possessions in the Pacific Ocean, the 
Mariana, Marshall, and Caroline Islands, which Japan 
had captured during the war. These islands were 
positioned along the sea lanes from the U.S. to the 
Philippine Islands, and Japanese control of them forced 
the U.S. military to revise its plan for war with 
Japan, known as the "Orange Plan." The revision was 
adopted in 1924. 

APR. Koreans staged a massive uprising against the 
Japanese in Korea. The Japanese killed nearly 7,000 of 
the demonstrators, wounded 16,000, and imprisoned 
nearly 20,000. Many Korean nationalists fled the 
country. A Korean Provincial Government was established 
in Shanghai, China, with Syngman Rhee as president. At 
that time, Rhee was in exile in the U.S. 

APR. 30. At the final meeting of the Paris Peace 
Conference at Versailles, Japan's control of all 
former German concessions in Shantung was confirmed. 
Japan made a verbal promise to "restore eventual 
sovereignty" to China. Japan had won recognition as 
one of the "Big Five" world powers, and had gained a 
seat on the Council of the League of Nations. The fact 
that the Allies had lost many ships during World War I 
enabled Japan to develop its economy very rapidly by 
building a large merchant marine fleet. 
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MAY 4. Chinese university students held a mass rally 
in Peking against the decision to let Japan keep 
control of Shantung and against the acceptance of that 
decision by pro-Japanese members of the Chinese 
government. This is known as the May Fourth Movement of 
1919. The students attacked the homes of Chinese 
ministers they considered Japanese puppets, beat the 
Chinese minister to Japan, and called for a boycott of 
Japanese goods. 

The protest movement spread to Shanghai , 
Nanking, Canton, and other Chinese cities, where 
merchants closed their shops to encourage the boycott. 
This resulted in a year-long Chinese attempt to destroy 
Japan's market in China. The Chinese government could 
not stop the May Fourth Movement, and so it told its 
delegates to walk out of the Paris Peace Conference and 
not sign the peace treaty. The U.S. dealt with the 
issue by calling the Washington Conference of 1921-22. 

JUN. 28. The Treaty of Versailles was signed to 
conclude World War I. Soon after, Soviet Russia 
announced that it would waive all special rights, 
privileges, and concessions given to Russia in China 
by treaties that the Tsars had signed. Russia, the 
first Western power to voluntarily give up such rights, 
declared that it wanted to establish equal relations 
with China. This had a strong influence on the Chinese 
people, giving them a favorable opinion of Soviet 
Russia . 

However, Russia retained the Chinese Eastern 
Railway in Manchuria and its rights in Mongolia. Mongol 
princes, with the help of White Russian mercenaries, 
drove Chinese officials from the capital of Mongolia 
and proclaimed a Mongol empire, with the "Living Buddha 
of Urga" as emperor. 

OCT. Sun Yat-sen and his followers reorganized the 
Chinese Revolutionary Party once again as the Chinese 
Nationalist Party ( Chunq-kuo Kuomintanq ) . A warlord 
sympathetic to Sun took over Canton. 

Russian Bolsheviks held the first Comintern (Communist 
International) Congress. Led by Lenin, they called upon 
all colonial peoples to rise up against the Western 
powers that controlled and exploited them. Lenin 
believed that nationalist revolutions in Asian 
countries would harm Western capitalism by removing the 
imperialists' markets and sources of raw materials. 

Many Asian intellectuals began subscribing to Lenin's 
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theories, and many who studied abroad, especially in 
France and other countries in the 1920 's, joined the 
Communist Party. The Comintern sent agents such as 
Gregory Voitinsky to help revolutionaries in China 
organize the Chinese Communist Party. 

The Allies concluded peace with Germany. Japan was 
given the mandate over the former German islands in the 
Pacific Ocean. 

JAN. 16. The League of Nations convened for the first 
time in Geneva, Switzerland, with representatives from 
41 member nations. 

NOV. Sun Yat-sen and his wife, Soong Ch'ing-ling, 
returned to Canton, where he was elected president 
of the Chinese republic. But the warlord who held 
Canton soon clashed with Sun, who had to flee with his 
wife once again. His books and notes were destroyed. 

In Shanghai, Ch'en Tu-hsiu began organizing the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP), setting up Communist cells in 
Shanghai, Peking, and cities in Hunan and Hupeh 
provinces. Mao Tse-tung, who had been born in Hunan, 
led the Communist cell there. 

1921 Japanese Crown Prince Hirohito began a tour of Europe 
that lasted nearly six months. This was the first time 
tha the future emperor of Japan, or any member of the 
Japanese imperial family, had traveled outside Japan. 

The Japanese Communist Party was founded, although it 
voluntarily liquidated itself in 1924. 

In the summer, Russian Bolsheviks defeated the White 
Russians in Outer Mongolia and turned the country into 
a protectorate of Russia. 

JUL. The Chinese Communist Party { Chung-kuo 
Kunq-ch ' a-tanq ) was officially founded by Ch'en Tu-hsiu 
and Li Ta-chao . Fewer than 60 representatives from six 
Chinese Communist cells attended the First Congress of 
the Chinese Communist Party in Shanghai . Mao Tse-tung 
attended as an official delegate from Wuchang. Ch'en 
Tu-hsiu was not able to attend congress but was elected 
secretary-general of the party. 

The Comintern sent H. Maring (real name 
Hendricus Sneevliet) to China, where he came to 
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1921 believe that the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) should 
work with the Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang; 
KMT). In 1922 the Comintern decided that China would be 
the main foreign arena for the Communist struggle and 
that British imperialism would be its main target. 

In the autumn of 1921, Japanese Emperor Yoshihito 
(posthumously known as Emperor Taisho) became ill, and 
his son, Crown Prince Hirohito, began acting as regent. 

OCT. 27. Benito Mussolini was appointed Premier of 
Italy. 

NOV. 4. Japanese Prime Minister Hara Kei (Hara Takashi) 
was stabbed to death by an ultrarightist patriot in 
Tokyo Station. 

NOV. 12. The Washington Conference was held in the U.S. 
from November 1921 to February 1922, with delegates 
attending from the U.S., Britain, France, Japan, China, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Portugal. The aim 
of the conference was to establish a safe balance of 
naval power in the Pacific by agreed-upon limitations 
on the number of ships in the navy of each country 
participating in the conference. At the Washington 
Conference, the Anglo-Japanese Alliance, which was due 
for renewal, was replaced with the Four-Power Treaty, 
by which the U.S., Britain, France, and Japan agreed 
to maintain the status quo among their navies in the 
Pacific Ocean and to meet together if any power 
threatened to disturb the status quo. 

The U.S. and Britain were especially worried 
about the rapidly expanding Japanese Imperial Navy, 
which threatened U.S. possessions in the Pacific such 
as the Philippine islands and Guam as well as British 
colonies in Southeast Asia, and they wanted to set 
limits on naval development. The Washington Conference 
also addressed China's complaint about Japan's control 
of Shantung Province. 

On February 6, 1922, nations attending the 
Washington Conference signed the Washington Naval 
Treaty of 1922 and the Nine-Power Treaty. The Naval 
Treaty included the Five-Power Treaty on capital-ship 
limitation, which was revised at meetings in Geneva in 
1927 and in London in 1930 and 1935-36 (known as the 
London Naval Conferences). The Nine-Power Treaty called 
for respect for China's national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity, and for continuance of the 
"Open Door" policy which gave equal opportunities to 
all of the foreign powers in China. 
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Japan withdrew its claims to Shantung Province, 
although it retained control of the Kiaochow-Tsinan 
Railroad in Shantung, and it refused to discuss the 
return of Dairen and Port Arthur in Manchuria. Britain 
wanted to keep Kowloon on the Chinese mainland across 
from the island of Hong Kong. France agreed to return 
Kwangchow Bay to China, and Britain agreed to return 
the Bay of Weihaiwei in Shantung. 

1922 JUL . The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) held its second 
National Party Congress in Shanghai and obeyed the 
Comintern's orders that CCP members cooperate with the 
Chinese Nationalist Party (KMT) and join the KMT while 
keeping their identity as members of the CCP. 

AUG. Sun Yat-sen and his wife, Soong Ch'ing-ling, 
returned to Shanghai, where he played a major role in 
negotiations by Chinese officials to reorganize the 
republican government in Peking. He also accepted 
support from representatives of the Soviet Union, such 
as Comintern agent H. Maring and Soviet emissary Dr. 
Adolf Joffe, and agreed to the Soviet request to admit 
Chinese Communists to the KMT. 

SEP. Sun Yat-sen began reorganizing the KMT on the 
model of the Communist Party in the Soviet Union. 

Japan evacuated the troops that it had sent to Siberia 
in 1918. 

1923 China demanded that Japan return the Manchurian ports 
of Dairen and Port Arthur to China, on the basis that 
the original lease of these ports to Russia, which had 
been made in 1897 for 25 years, had expired. Japan 
rejected the demand, so the Chinese people launched a 
boycott of Japanese goods. 

Sun Yat-sen met Dr. Adolf Joffe in Shanghai, where they 
issued a joint statement in which the Soviet Union 
agreed to assist Sun in bringing about China's 
political unification and independence. Under Sun's 
alliance with the Comintern, Sun agreed to allow 
members of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) to join 
the Chinese Nationalist Party (Kuomintang; KMT). 

JUN. The KMT and CCP established their first United 
Front, which lasted from 1923-27. The CCP held its 
Third Congress in Canton, where Mao Tse-tung was 
elected to the party's nine-member Central Committee. 
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1923 AUG. Sun Yat-sen sent Chiang Kai-shek, his chief-of- 
staff, to the Soviet Union for three months as head of 
a Chinese military mission to study Russian military 
organization and purchase weapons. When Chiang returned 
to China he became the first commandant of the Huangpu 
Military Academy, founded by the KMT and CCP near 
Canton. Chiang Kai-shek became head of the KMT after 
Sun died in 1925. The Huangpu Military Academy was 
later renamed the Central Military Academy and moved 

to the KMT capital at Nanking, with Chiang Kai-shek 
still serving as its president. 

SEP. 1. The Great Kanto Earthquake - a severe 
earthquake destroyed half of Tokyo and most of the 
nearby port of Yokohama; much of the destruction was 
from fires caused by overturned cooking stoves. More 
than 100,000 people died in the two cities. 

OCT. Soviet adviser Mikhail Borodin (original surname 
Gruzenberg) , an agent of the Soviet Union and the 
Comintern, arrived in China to advise Sun Yat-sen and 
the KMT. Borodin and Sun began organizing a centralized 
party similar to the Communist Party in the Soviet 
Union, with Sun's "Three Principles of the People" as 
the foundation of KMT party doctrine. These included 
People's Nationalism, against both the Manchu Ching 
rulers of China and foreign imperialist powers; 

People's Democracy, which should be guaranteed by a 
constitution; and People's Livelihood, which would 
ensure that the peasants would be able to provide 
enough food for all the Chinese people. 

1924 JAN. Japanese Crown Prince Hirohito married Princess 
Nagako. He succeeded his father as emperor in 1926. 

The National Origins Quota Act of 1924 was passed in 
the U.S. It had the effect of excluding Chinese 
immigrants, especially since it denied admission to 
wives of Chinese who belonged to the categories exempt 
from the Chinese Exclusion Acts that had originally 
been passed in 1882. The U.S. Congress, reacting to 
pressure from Western states, also enacted the Japanese 
Exclusion Bill to prevent Japanese emigration. 

Benito Mussolini seized total power in Italy. His 
dictatorial actions impressed the Japanese people. 

Members of the Japanese Communist Party voluntarily 
liquidated their organization, although they revived it 
the following year as an illegal, underground party. 
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Chou En-lai, who later became the second highest 
leader of the CCP under Mao Tse-tung, returned to China 
from studying in France, where he had joined the 
Communist Party. Chou became vice director of the 
political training department at Huangpu Military 
Academy, under Commandant Chiang Kai-shek. 

General Feng Yu-hsiang forced the last Manchu Ch'ing 
Emperor, Hsuan-t'ung (Henry P'u-yi), to leave his 
imperial residence in the Forbidden City in Peking. 
P'u-yi went to the home of his father. Prince Ch'un, in 
Tientsin, where the Japanese gave him protection. The 
Japanese later forced P'u-yi to become chief executive 
and then emperor of Manchukuo, the puppet state they 
established in Manchuria in 1932. 

MAY 31. China and the Soviet Union concluded the 
Sino-Soviet Treaty and supplementary agreements in 
which the Soviet Union agreed: (1) to recognize Outer 

Mongolia as a part of China and to withdraw Soviet 
troops from the area; (2) to give up all of its special 
rights and privileges in China; and (3) to renounce 
payment of the balance of the Boxer Indemnity that 
China had not yet paid Russia. The treaty also stated 
that the Chinese Eastern Railroad was a "purely 
commercial" joint enterprise between Russia and China 
which China might be able to purchase in total in the 
future . 

The Chinese people were impressed that the 
Soviet Union was the first Western power to renounce 
its unequal treaties with China, and this gave them a 
favorable impression of Communism. However, Chang 
Tso-lin, the warlord of Manchuria, refused to honor the 
validity of the Sino-Soviet Treaty. 

SEP. Chang Tso-lin signed his own agreement with the 
Soviet Union regarding the latter's rights in operating 
the Chinese Eastern Railway in Manchuria. 

AUTUMN. The Chinese "Christian General" Feng Yu-hsiang 
staged a coup d'etat and took power in Peking. 

NOV. 28. Sun Yat-sen delivered his last major address 
in Japan. He had stopped in Kobe, Japan on his way to 
Peking, where he had been invited by the new post-cou]D 
Chinese coalition government led by Tuan Ch'i-jui to 
help negotiate the peaceful reunification of China. 

In his speech in Kobe, Sun asserted his view that Asian 
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1924 culture and virtues were superior to Western ones. He 
praised Japan's defeat of Russia in the Russo-Japanese 
War as "the defeat of the [imperialist] West by the 
East," and claimed that "the day when the unequal 
treaties were abolished by Japan was a day of 
regeneration for all Asiatic peoples." 

DEC. 31. Sun Yat-sen, very ill with cancer, arrived in 
Peking, where he discovered that political and military 
leaders had already made agreements with foreign powers 
to continue to honor the unequal treaties forced on 
China in the 19th century. This negated everything that 
Sun had worked for in his political career. 

1925 An assassin made an attempt on the life of Japanese 
Prime Minister Kato Takaaki . 

The Korean Communist Party was organized in Seoul. 

Japan gave diplomatic recognition to the Soviet Union 
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics; USSR), even 
though it disliked the Comintern's promotion of 
Communism in Asia. 

MAR. Universal suffrage for adult males over 25 years 
old was enacted in Japan, which raised the number of 
voters from three to 14 million. Japan also passed the 
Peace Preservation Law. 

MAR. 12. Sun Yat-sen died in Peking. His body lay in 
state in the Forbidden City for three weeks, where 
thousands of Chinese paid him their last respects. He 
was eulogized all over the country as the founder of 
modern China. Sun's body was then placed in a temple in 
the Western Hills outside Peking for five years, until 
a beautiful mausoleum was completed for him in Nanking 
near the tomb of the first Ming emperor. Nanking became 
the Chinese Nationalist (KMT) capital, and Chiang 
Kai-shek took Sun's place as head of the KMT. 

MAY 30. The May 30th Incident occurred in Shanghai. In 
the spring, Chinese workers in Japanese textile mills 
in Shanghai and Tsingtao had called a strike for higher 
wages. Management fired the strike leaders, shot a 
worker to death, and wounded many others. Angry student 
supporters demonstrated in the International Settlement 
in Shanghai and spoke out against "the imperialists and 
their brutalities." The British built up an 
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internationational force of 40,000 troops to police 
Shanghai. They fired on Chinese students during a 
demonstration on May 30, killing and wounding many of 
them. A general strike was called in Shanghai, and 
anti-foreign demonstrations broke out in many Chinese 
cities, which the British suppressed with force. A 
group of warlords known as the Feng-t'ien Clique 
finally put down the Shanghai strikes in September. 

JUN. 23. In Canton, British ships fired on anti-foreign 
demonstrators, killing and wounding hundreds of them. 
Nationalists all over China called for a Chinese 
boycott of British and Japanese goods. Chiang Kai-shek 
organized a National Expedition to remove the warlords 
who controlled China and to abolish the unequal 
treaties that foreign powers had forced on China in the 
19th century. 

NOV. About half of the Chinese Nationalist (KMT) 
leaders attended the "Western Hills Conference" near 
Peking and passed resolutions to expel the Communists 
from the party, dismiss Soviet agent Mikhail Borodin, 
and punish Wang Ching-wei , leader of the left wing of 
the KMT based in Canton. The "Western Hills Clique" 
established a rival KMT headquarters in Shanghai. 

The Central Executive Committee of the CCP held a 
plenary session, and ctfen Tu-hsiu, reacting to KMT 
opposition, proposed that the Communists withdraw from 
the KMT and that the two parties form a cooperative 
alliance. The Comintern disliked this proposal, since 
Communist influence had been growing in the KMT. 

1926 JAN. The KMT held its Second National Congress in 

Canton, with Communists comprising about one-third of 
the delegates. The KMT Congress excluded the "Western 
Hills Clique" based in Shanghai, retained Communists as 
KMT members, praised Mikhail Borodin, and expressed 
gratitude for assistance from the Soviet Union. This 
Congress was the point of greatest cooperation between 
the KMT and the CCP. General Chiang Kai-shek began to 
dominate the KMT. 

MAR. Chiang Kai-shek claimed that leftists in the KMT 
had plotted to kidnap him, and he had them arrested. 
Chiang reduced the power of the Communists in the 
National Revolutionary Army, dismissed several Russian 
advisers, and forced his rival, Wang Ching-wei, out of 
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1926 power. After the Japanese invaded China in 1937, they 
persuaded Wang to leave the KMT and become head of 
their puppet regime in China. In 1926, KMT leaders went 
along with Chiang Kai-shek's attempts to eliminate 
Communist influence from the KMT. 

JUN. The Chinese National Revolutionary Army began its 
Northern Expedition, an anti-warlord campaign that 
moved north from Canton and arrived in Peking two years 
later. Chinese Nationalist (KMT) leader General Chiang 
Kai-shek served as commander-in-chief. Soviet General 
Vasily K. Blyucher, who used the pseudonym Galin, 
directed the expedition's strategy, and Russian 
military advisers accompanied the major units of the 
expedition. 

DEC. The Comintern ordered CCP members to join the left 
wing of the KMT, which had established a Chinese 
Nationalist government at Wuchang. 

DEC. Japanese Emperor Yoshihito, known posthumously as 
as Emperor Taisho (Taisho Era, 1912-26), died. He was 
succeeded by his son, Hirohito, who took the throne on 
December 15, 1926 as the 124th emperor of Japan with 
the reign name Showa, meaning "Enlightenment and 
Harmony" (Showa Era, 1926-89). 

1927 The Tanaka Memorial of 1927 was drawn up by Baron 
Tanaka, then serving concurrently as prime minister and 
foreign minister of Japan. At the time, Japan was 
concerned that if the Northern Expedition unified 
China, it would reclaim Manchuria. The Tanaka Memorial 
asserted that Japan, through its military, should 
become master of all Asia by taking, in turn, 

Manchuria, Mongolia, North China, the rest of China, 
and Southeast Asia. When the memorial was issued, Japan 
had six warships, eight troopships, and 22 freighters 
filled with weapons and supplies stationed in the 
harbor at Tsingtao in Shantung Province. Chiang 
Kai-shek knew that his troops would not be able to 
fight the well-trained Japanese forces, so he decided 
to concentrate on his goal of reaching Peking and 
reunifying China. He moved his army west around 
Shantung, crossed the Yellow River, and marched north 
toward Peking. 

FEB. -APR. A split opened up between the left wing of 
the KMT (Chinese Nationalist Party), based at Wuchang, 
and the right wing of the party, based at Nanking. 
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1927 Around March, as Chlang Kai-shek's Northern Expedition 
approached Shanghai , Japan landed 1 , 500 troops there to 
join 9,000 British troops, the Shanghai Volunteer 
Force, and 1,500 American troops defending the city. 
Residents of Shanghai had prepared for a siege by 
Nationalist forces. 

MAR. 22. About 3,000 Nationalist troops entered 
Shanghai. Chiang Kai-shek gained the support of 
capitalist merchants and bankers in the city, and his 
agents informed him of a Communist plan to take control 
of Shanghai . 

MAR. 24. Troops of the Northern Expedition reached 
Nanking, and foreigners were evacuated with the 
protection of British and American gunboats on the 
Yangtze River. Anti-foreign riots broke out in many 
Chinese cities, and foreigners escaped on gunboats to 
the treaty ports. Twenty-five hundred foreign 
missionaries went to Shanghai for protection and twice 
as many more left the country. The Nationalist 
Revolutionary Army attacked the Nanking offices of the 
consulates-general of Japan and Britain, and the 
Nationalists took over schools, hospitals, and other 
foreign-run institutions in the city. British and 
American warships fought back by bombarding Nanking. 

The Japanese government supported Nationalist 
leader Chiang Kai-shek because Japan was afraid that 
the Soviet Union was attempting to take over China 
through the Communist Party, and Chiang opposed the 
Communists. But the Japanese public did not support the 
government, and the cabinet of Prime Minister Wakatsuki 
Reijiro was forced to resign in April and was replaced 
by the cabinet of Prime Minister Tanaka Giichi. 

MAR. 25. Five thousand American marines arrived in 
Shanghai to protect American residents. 

APR. In Japan the Conscription Ordinance of 1873 was 
replaced by the Military Service Law ( Heieki Ho ) , which 
remained in effect until November 1945 during the 
postwar Occupation of Japan. 

APR. 6. Police loyal to Manchurian warlord Chang 
Tso-lin raided the Soviet embassy in Peking, where they 
found documents that showed that the Soviet Union was 
using its agent Mikhail Borodin to influence events in 
China. They arrested 19 Chinese Communists, including 
party leader Li Ta-chao, charged them with treason, and 
executed them. 
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1927 APR. 12. In Shanghai, Chiang Kai-shek, aided by agents 
of the underworld Green Society and police in the 
city's French Concession, began a violent purge of 
Communists and other radicals, killing more than 300. 
Chinese Nationalist (KMT) troops attacked the 
Communists in all cities that the KMT controlled. This 
action destroyed the infrastructure of the CCP and 
ended the first KMT-CCP United Front. 

The Nationalists based in Hankow expelled Chiang 
Kai-shek from the KMT as a traitor and dismissed him as 
commander-in-chief of the Nationalist Revolutionary 
Army. However, Chiang' s armed forces held greater 
power, and he was able to establish his own Nationalist 
government at Nanking on April 18. Chiang expelled the 
Chinese Communists from the KMT and conducted a 
nationwide campaign of terror to suppress the 
Communists. Some of the left-wing KMT leaders in 
Wuchang fled to the Soviet Union, as did Mikhail 
Borodin, who had been in Wuchang advising them. Borodin 
was later arrested during Soviet Premier Joseph 
Stalin's Great Purge in 1930 and died in a labor camp 
in Siberia. 

The foreign powers (except for the Soviet 
Union) supported Chiang Kai-shek in China because they 
opposed the Communists, especially since Communist-led 
labor unions had taken control of foreign factories in 
Shanghai . 

APR. 18. Chiang Kai-shek established his own Chinese 
Nationalist government at Nanking. The Nationalist 
government in Wuchang responded by launching its own 
northern military campaign against Chiang. But warlords 
in northern China who supported the reunification of 
China did not want to cooperate with the Wuchang 
government, which was influenced by the Communists. 

The Nationalists in Wuchang then decided to expel the 
Commmunists from the KMT, which in turn caused the 
Communist Nanchang Uprising on August 1. 

In April, foreign legations in Peking, recalling the 
Boxer Uprising of 1900, began preparing to defend 
themselves against advancing Nationalist troops. U.S. 
General Smedley Butler moved a full brigade of 4,000 
marines to Tientsin. The Japanese moved a brigade from 
Dairen in Manchuria to Tsingtao in Shantung. 
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MAY. Chinese Nationalist troops advanced on Hsu-chou 
(Hsuchow or Suchow) in northern Kiangsu Province, a 
strategic junction for the main north-south and east- 
west railway lines in China. The Chinese traditionally 
believed that the taking of Hsu-chou by armed forces 
indicated that the ruling dynasty was about to change. 
Any forces that won Hsu-chou would be able to invade 
Shantung Province and move on to the port city of 
Tientsin, which was then controlled by the warlord 
Chang Tsung-chang. General Feng Yu-hsiang controlled 
Cheng-chou to the west and led a well-trained force of 
more than 200,000. The Comintern and Chiang Kai-shek 
both wanted Feng's troops on their side, but neither 
Feng nor Chang Tsung-chang had yet decided which side 
to support. 

JUN. The Tanaka cabinet dispatched Japanese troops to 
Shantung Province to protect Japanese nationals 
residing there. It also recalled three Japanese 
officials serving in China back to Tokyo for the Far 
Eastern Conference ( Toho Kaigi ) : Yoshizawa Kenichi, the 
Japanese Minister in Peking; Yoshida Shigeru, the 
Japanese Consul-General in Mukden (modern Shenyang) , 
Manchuria; and Muto Nobuyoshi , Commander of the 
Kwantung Army, the Japanese field army in Manchuria. At 
the conference, Japanese officials decided to support 
the government of Chiang Kai-shek, rid China of 
"Communist elements," and take action to ensure 
"security" in Manchuria. 

JUN. 2. Forces of the Nationalist Revolutionary Army 
entered Hsu-chou in Kiangsu Province, south of 
Shantung, and were welcomed by the residents. The KMT 
halted the Northern Expedition here because they lacked 
strategic support, such as railroads, to continue their 
military campaign northward. As a result, Japan decided 
to pull its troops out of Shantung. 

JUL. The left-wing Chinese Nationalist (KMT) faction in 
Wuchang expelled the Communists from the KMT. 

AUG. 1. The Nanchang Uprising - a well-organized 
peasant army of 30,000 led by Chinese Communists Chou 
En-lai and Chu Teh defeated Nationalist forces led by 
Chiang Kai-shek and took Nanchang in Kiangsi Province. 
The Chinese Communist Party, which has ruled the 
People's Republic of China since 1949, regards the 
Nanchang Uprising as the birth date of the Chinese 
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Communist Red Army, now called the People's Liberation 
Army (PLA) . After the uprising raged for several days, 
the Nationalists routed the Communist forces and 
initiated a violent anti-Communist purge. 

Following the Chinese Communist defeat, the 
Comintern ordered the CCP to reorganize. The CCP 
condemned its founder, Ch'en Tu-hsiu, and later 
expelled him. It also condemned party leaders for 
"opportunism," contradicting the orders of the 
Comintern, and "betraying the revolution." 

Chiang Kai-shek was challenged by Wang Ching-wei for 
leadership of the KMT, so Chiang resigned from the 
party and went to Japan, where he waited for the KMT to 
realize that the party needed to call him back to 
office . 

SEP. Communist forces led by Mao Tse-tung staged the 
Autumn Harvest Uprising in Hunan Province, but this 
uprising failed and Mao fled to the Chingkang Mountain 
Range along the border of Hunan and Kiangsi provinces 
in central China. There he worked with Communist 
military commander Chu Teh to organize the peasants 
into a guerrilla army. 

The Chinese Nationalists (KMT) established a new 
government at Nanking without Chiang Kai-shek. 

DEC. 1. Chiang Kai-shek, who had returned to Shanghai, 
consolidated his political position by marrying Soong 
Mayling, whose wealthy Christian family held great 
influence in China. Her father, C.J. or "Charlie" 

Soong, had been a friend and supporter of Sun Yat-sen. 
Her sister was Soong Ch'ing-ling, Sun's widow, and her 
brother was T.V. Soong, a Harvard-educated financier. 
Even though Chiang Kai-shek had to divorce his first 
wife and leave the Japanese mother of his son, the 
foreign missionary establishment in China supported him 
because he converted to Christianity to marry Soong 
Mayling. The missionaries continued to support him 
through the KMT-CCP Civil War that ended with the CCP 
victory in 1949 and the escape of Chiang Kai-shek and 
the KMT to Taiwan, where they established the 
government of the Republic of China (ROC) and claimed 
it to be the legitimate government of all of China. 

In December, Chinese Communists staged a four-day 
uprising in Canton, known as the "Canton Commune," but 
it failed and they fled to the countryside, especially 
to mountain ranges in Kiangsi Province. 
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1927 Wu Pei-fu retired from the ruling warlord coalition in 
North China, and Manchurian warlord Chang Tso-lin 
declared himself the reigning Generalissimo of the 
combined warlords' forces there, known as the 
Pacification Army (Ankuochun) . 

1928 JAN. The Chinese Nationalist government at Wuchang 
joined with that at Nanking and made Nanking the seat 
of the Nationalist government. It formally reinstated 
Chiang Kai-shek as Generalissimo of the Nationalist 
Revolutionary Army, Chairman of the KMT Central 
Executive Committee, and in that position, head of the 
new Nationalist Government at Nanking. 

FEB. 20. The first general election was held in Japan 
under universal manhood suffrage. 

APR. The Chinese Nationalists resumed their Northern 
Expedition, financed by T.V. Soong and his connections. 
The Tanaka cabinet in Japan immediately sent troops to 
Shantung, where they occupied Tsinan, the capital city. 

MAY. 3. The Japanese, who had accused the Chinese of 
attacking foreign residents in Tsinan, provoked a fight 
with Chinese Nationalists troops by murdering the 
Nationalist Commissioner for Foreign Affairs of 
Shantung, along with his wife and 14 Nationalist 
officers. The Japanese gave the Nationalists an 
ultimatum to withdraw from Tsinan, and Nationalist 
forces of the Northern Expedition decided to avoid 
Tsinan and moved on to occupy Peking in July. 

JUN. 3. The warlord Chang Tso-lin escaped advancing 
Nationalist forces by retreating from Peking to 
Manchuria in his 20-car private train. The Japanese 
had "advised" Chang to return to Manchuria peacefully. 

JUN. 4. A bomb blew up Chang Tso-lin's train as it 
approached Mukden (modern Shenyang) , the capital of 
Manchuria. The bomb was set by agents of the Japanese 
Kwantung Army, who had acted on their own without 
orders from the Japanese government in Tokyo. Chang 
Tso-lin died several days later and was succeeded as 
warlord of Manchuria by his son, Chang Hsueh-liang, 
known as the "Young Marshal" to distinguish him from 
his father, the "Old Marshal." 

Japanese Prime Minister General Baron Tanaka 
Giichi demanded that the officers who blew up Chang 
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Tso-lin's train be disciplined, but the Japanese High 
Command did nothing. This caused Tanaka to "lose face," 
and he resigned in 1929. Six months later, Chang 
Tso-lin's son, Chang Hsueh-liang, carried out the 
assassination of the two highest pro-Japanese ministers 
in Manchuria and raised the Chinese Nationalist flag 
over Manchuria. 

JUN. 8. Peking fell to Nationalist troops led by Chiang 
Kai-shek and Yen Hsi-shan, and the city was renamed 
Peiping, "Northern Peace." This completed the Northern 
Expedition, symbolically reunified all of China south 
of the Great Wall, and ended the 12-year Warlord 
Period. Chiang Kai-shek kept his capital at Nanking, 
"Southern Capital," which had been the original 
capital of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). 

OCT. 10. On the 18th anniversary of the Revolution of 
1911 that overthrew the Ch'ing Dynasty, the KMT 
formally declared the Nationalist Government of China, 
with Chiang Kai-shek as president and Nanking as its 
capital. The KMT refused to allow any other political 
party to have a role in the Nationalist Government. 

NOV. Foreign powers made treaties with the Nationalist 
Government, thus according it international recognition 
as the legitimate government of China. Warlord Chang 
Hsueh-liang recognized the jurisdiction of the Nanking 
Nationalist Government in Manchuria. 

DEC. Chang Hsueh-liang, attempting to remain 
independent from the Soviet Union and Japan, which both 
wanted to control Manchuria, declared his allegiance to 
the Chinese Nationalist Government at Nanking. 

In 1928, Japan joined 14 other nations in signing the 
Kellogg-Briand Pact at Paris. The pact renounced war as 
an instrument of national policy, and affirmed that the 
settlement of disputes "shall never be sought except by 
pacific means," except in case of "self-defense" and 
"vital national interest." 

1929 JAN. Mao Tse-tung and Chu Teh moved the Communist Red 
Army from the Chingkang Mountain Range to Juichin in 
south-central Kiangsi Province, where Chu built up the 
Red Army to 200,000 troops by 1933. Other Chinese 
Communist leaders joined Mao and Chu at Juichin. Mao 
eventually became head of the CCP because of his 
ability to mobilize peasants to fight the Nationalists 
by using guerrilla tactics. 
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Students In Korea staged a demonstration against 
Japanese rule that lasted for five months. This showed 
that despite Japan's attempts to assimilate the 
Koreans, the latter still greatly resented the Japanese 
who occupied their country. 

In Manchuria, Chang Hsueh-liang ' s police raided the 
office of the Soviet Consul-General in Harbin, seized 
the Chinese Eastern Railway, and expelled the Soviet 
railway officials. The Soviet Union protested these 
actions and Soviet troops took back the railway. This 
humiliated the Chinese and made the Japanese military 
decide to consolidate Japan's "special position" in 
Manchuria . 

In late 1929 the worldwide Great Depression began. 
Western countries enacted new trade barriers that had 
the effect of ending trade between them and Japan. 

Japan decided to build up its trade by establishing a 
" yen bloc" (the yen is the basic unit of Japanese 
currency) in East Asia. The Great Depression brought 
parliamentary rule to an end in Japan, and officials 
organized many groups intended to heighten the 
patriotic and nationalistic feelings of the Japanese 
people. Members of these groups committed numerous 
terroristic acts in Japan to force the people to join 
their cause. 

1930 APR. 22. The London Naval Conference of 1930 concluded 
the London Naval Treaty. The conference had aimed to 
extend the Five-Power arms limitation system that 
had been agreed upon at the Washington Conference of 
1921-22. The Japanese Imperial Navy wanted a ratio of 
10:10:7 vessels for the U.S., British, and Japanese 
navies. Britain and the U.S. rejected this proposal, as 
well as a Japanese attempt to have the Philippine 
Islands, under U.S. control, made neutral. The three 
countries finally agreed to a ratio, for five more 
years, of 5:5:3. The Japanese Imperial Navy General 
Staff opposed the London Naval Treaty, but Prime 
Minister Hamaguchi Osachi advised the emperor to 
ratify it, and the treaty was signed on April 22. 

Japan and the U.S. made a comprise settlement 
called the Reed-Matsudaira formula, under which they 
accepted in principle the 6:10 formula for naval ships, 
but the U.S. agreed not to build more ships beyond a 
7:10 ratio until the next disarmament conference, 
scheduled to be held in 1936. 
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Conservatives in Japan blamed Prime Minister 
Hamaguchi , who was willing to make concessions to other 
powers regarding the Japanese Imperial Navy, for having 
a weak foreign policy. They also criticized him for 
mismanaging the Japanese economy, which was in chaos 
during the Depression. In November 1930 Hamaguchi was 
shot in a railway station in Tokyo by a member of an 
ultra-nationalist patriotic Japanese society, and he 
died shortly after. 

Manchurian warlord Chang Hsueh-liang occupied Peking 
on behalf of the Chinese Nationalists and suppressed a 
revolt by military commanders there against the 
Nationalist government in Nanking. 

1931 U.S. Secretary of State Henry Stimson reaffirmed the 
position that Secretary of State Byran had taken in 
1915, that the U.S. refused to recognize any Japanese 
impairment of China's integrity. 

In Japan, the ultranationalist Cherry Society plotted 
to establish a military dictatorship. One of the 
conspirators was Cho Isamu, who later issued the order 
to Japanese troops in Nanking in 1937 to kill all 
prisoners, which culminated in the so-called Rape of 
Nanking; and who was Chief of Staff under Japanese 
General Ushijima at the Battle of Okinawa in 1945. 

SEP. 18. The Manchurian Incident, which the Chinese 
call the Liu-T 1 iao-Kou Incident. The Japanese used the 
so-called Manchurian Incident to occupy Mukden (modern 
Shenyang) and other Manchurian cities. Many Koreans had 
settled in Manchuria, and Chinese and Korean farmers in 
the Mukden area had had several violent disputes over 
land rights. These caused anti-Chinese riots in Korea 
and Japan in which hundreds of Chinese residing in 
those countries were killed or injured. The Chinese 
retaliated with a boycott of Japanese goods. When 
Chinese soldiers in Manchuria murdered a Japanese 
captain named Nakamura, the Japanese acted to increase 
their control over the region. 

On September 18, 1931 a bomb intended to damage 
a Japanese troop train exploded on the tracks of the 
Southern Manchurian Railway just north of Mukden, but 
did little damage. The Japanese Kwantung Army occupied 
Mukden in "self-defense," as well as Changchun, Antung, 
and other Manchurian cities, and used the Manchurian 
Incident as a pretext to launch a full-scale invasion 
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1931 of Manchuria. At the request of the Japanese Kwantung 
Army, units of the Japanese Korean Army crossed the 
Yalu River north into Manchuria. 

Chiang Kai-shek believed that his troops could 
not resist the Japanese forces and pulled them out of 
Manchuria. He also ordered Chang Hsueh-liang not to use 
his troops to oppose the Japanese. Chang obeyed, but 
some of his demoralized troops retreated into North 
China or the Soviet Union. The Chinese people viewed 
Chiang Kai-shek as weak and unpatriotic, but he felt 
that his most important goal was to eliminate Communism 
from China rather than to fight the Japanese. 

The Japanese wanted to reduce Chiang Kai-shek's 
power in China and to drive Chang Hsueh-liang from 
Manchuria into North China, so that they could seize 
Manchuria with its immense natural resources. 

By September 21, 1931 the Japanese Kwantung Army had 
taken Kirin Province and was spreading through the rest 
of Manchuria. The government in Tokyo claimed that the 
Japanese troops had acted in self-defense, but it was 
later revealed that the Japanese had staged the entire 
Manchurian Incident, including the planting of the bomb 
on the railway line. By early 1932 Japan controlled all 
of Manchuria, where it set up a puppet state called 
Manchukuo . 

The Manchurian Incident shocked the Chinese 
people, who continued to boycott Japanese goods and 
hold anti-Japanese demonstrations. Chiang Kai-shek 
protested Japan's actions in Manchuria to the League of 
Nations and asked the League to examine China's case 
against Japan. 

NOV. The League of Nations sent a commission headed 
by British Lord Lytton, and hence known as the Lytton 
Commission, to investigate the situation in Manchuria. 
The U.S. did not want to take military action in China, 
but it attempted to influence the foreign powers to 
take a strong stand against Japan. The Western powers 
gave China verbal and moral support , as stated in the 
position taken by U.S. Secretary of State Stimson on 
January 7, 1932, known as the Stimson Doctrine, which 
maintained "official nonrecognition of conquests or 
settlements [in China] by other than peaceful means." 

DEC. The Japanese government resigned in Tokyo, and 
moderate political leader Inukai Tsuyoshi was named 
prime minister. Emperor Hirohito hoped that Inukai 
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1931 would be able to decrease the Japanese military's 
"meddling in domestic and foreign politics." After 
Inukai took office, he sent a secret envoy to Chiang 
Kai-shek to negotiate a settlement regarding Manchuria. 
However, by now the control of Japanese foreign and 
domestic policy was actually in the hands of the 
military rather than the civilian government. 

Late in 1931, Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist forces 
began their first Encirclement Campaign against Chinese 
Communist forces in southern Kiangsi, but they were 
defeated by Communist guerrilla actions. 

1932 JAN. 1. The Chinese Nationalist government passed a 
law that unilaterally abolished the unequal treaties 
that foreign powers had forced on China in the 19th 
century; however, the Japanese invasion of Manchuria 
prevented China from implementating this law. Britain 
and the U.S. later signed new treaties with China on 
January 11, 1943 that abolished rights that had been 
granted by the unequal treaties, such as 
extraterritoriality. 

JAN. 7. U.S. Secretary of State Stimson informed the 
governments of Japan and China that the U.S. "cannot 
admit the legality of nor does it intend to recognize" 
any agreement between those two countries which 
interfered with the Open Door Policy or with "the 
sovereignty, the independence, or the territorial or 
administrative integrity of the Republic of China" 
and which contravened the Kellogg-Briand Pact which 
Japan, China, and the U.S. had signed. This is known 
as the Stimson Doctrine and as the Nonrecognition 
Policy . 

JAN. 28. The Shanghai Incident - The nationwide Chinese 
boycott against Japanese goods was so successful that 
Japan tried to end it by sending war planes and troops 
landed from battleships to attack Chape i , the Chinese 
district of Shanghai. Japan also used the murder of a 
Japanese priest in Shanghai several days earlier as a 
reason for sending troops into the city. Troops of the 
Chinese 19th Route Army, led by the Manchurian General 
Ma Chan-shan, disobeyed Chiang Kai-shek's orders and 
fought hard against the Japanese, who had not expected 
Chinese resistance. Japanese troops finally forced the 
Chinese troops to retreat from Shanghai on March 3, and 
the two sides concluded a truce in May. 
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The raid on Chapei by Japanese war planes was 
the first terror bombing of a civilian population, 
killing thousands of Chinese and wounding many others. 
This action decisively turned Westerners against the 
Japanese. Japan declared that the clauses of the 1922 
Nine-Power Pact regarding the integrity of China were 
no longer valid. 

FEB. British Foreign Secretary Sir John Simon refused 
to support Secretary of State Stimson when he invoked 
the Nine-Power Treaty. Stimson then issued a statement 
that reaffirmed the Nine-Power Treaty and asserted that 
China must be given the chance to develop into a 
"modern and enlightened state." The foreign powers 
were in a dilemma, for if they condemned Japan or tried 
to contain its aggression, Japan would break off 
relations with them. 

The Japanese government always devised pretexts 
to legalize their military aggression. They blamed 
Stimson for being the "evil agent" responsible for the 
bad feelings Americans held toward Japan and for the 
misunderstanding of Japan by foreign powers. Further, 
the Japanese began to promote an "Asiatic Monroe 
Doctrine," asserting that any attempt by the U.S. to 
interfere with Japan's "destiny" in Asia would be a 
cause for war . 

FEB. 18. Japan declared that Manchuria was independent 
from China. 

MAR. The Japanese government proclaimed the 
"independence" of Manchukuo ( Man-chou-kuo in Chinese) , 
Japan's puppet state in Manchuria. By this time 
Dairen, on the Liaotung Peninsula in southern 
Manchuria, had become the second largest Chinese port 
after Shanghai, through which vital materials such as 
coal, iron, and soybeans were being exported to Japan. 
The Japanese rapidly established a communications and 
transportation network in Manchuria, reformed the local 
currency, and built many large factories to produce 
strategic goods for the Japanese military effort, such 
as pig iron, steel, machinery, chemicals, automobiles, 
and airplanes. Japan thus exploited its industrial base 
in Manchuria to prepare to take over all of Asia. Many 
historians consider Manchukuo the first step toward 
World War II. 
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MAR. 9. Japanese agents forcibly took Henry P'u-yi, the 
last Manchu Ch'ing emperor, to Changchun in Kirin 
Province in Manchuria, where they installed him as 
"chief executive" of the "republic" of Manchukuo. They 
also installed Cheng Hsiao-hsu as premier. The Japanese 
had made Changchun the capital of Manchukuo and renamed 
it Hsin-ching. In 1934 they elevated P'u-yi to Emperor 
of Manchukuo and thereby made him an enemy of the 
Chinese state and a war criminal. After World War II, 
P'u-yi was forced to testify as a prosecution witness 
at the Tokyo War Crimes Trial. 

MAR. The League of Nations accepted a resolution made 
by British Foreign Secretary Sir John Simon to agree 
with the Stimson Doctrine. 

MAY. A truce ended the conflict between Japanese and 
Chinese troops in Shanghai. The Japanese, hard- 
pressed in Manchuria, were eager for the excuse to 
withdraw their troops from Shanghai. 

MAY 15. A group of Japanese naval officers and army 
cadets in uniform assassinated Prime Minister Inukai 
Tsuyoshi because he had opposed the actions of the 
Japanese military in Manchuria. Inukai' s death marked 
the end of rule by political party cabinets in Japan. 
From then until the country was defeated by the Allies 
in 1945, Japan was ruled by bureaucratic cabinets 
controlled by the army and navy. 

Baron Dan, chief executive of the large Mitsui 
company, and a politician named Inoue had also been 
assassinated. Young military officers and ultra- 
nationalists carried out many other terrorist acts in 
Japan against politicians and leaders of large 
companies ( zaibatsu ) . They wanted to effect a coup 
d 1 etat in which a senior military officer would take 
power, eliminate "corrupt" Western and democratic 
influences, and restore political and social unity 
based on traditional Japanese military values. Some 
also claimed that a powerful Japanese military state 
would "liberate" Asia from Western imperialism. 

AUG. 10. The Japanese cabinet decided to dispatch two 
army divisions to back up Japanese marines still in 
Shanghai. A few days later, Chinese air force planes 
bombed Japanese troop ships heading for the Chinese 
coast. Japan retaliated by bombarding Nanking and other 
Chinese river and sea port cities. 



114 




1932 



SEP. 15. Japan formally recognized Manchukuo under the 
September 1932 Protocol of Alliance and took charge of 
the new state's defense and foreign affairs. 

In September the Lytton Commission presented its report 
to the League of Nations, which issued the Lytton 
Report in October. The report criticized Japan's 
actions in Manchuria for violating international 
treaties, but it realized that the League and its 
member nations were powerless to force Japan to leave 
Manchuria. The Western powers did not want to cause 
Japan to break off diplomatic relations with them. The 
Japanese Foreign Ministry and civilian members of the 
Japanese government had also been powerless to stop the 
Japanese military, and they had not known of the 
military's plans to take over Manchuria until the 
military did so. Adolf Hitler in Germany and Benito 
Mussolini in Italy saw that the League of Nations could 
not do anything about Japanese military aggression 
except to make a verbal condemnation, and this 
encouraged them in their own aggression. 

The Lytton Report recommended that an 
autonomous administration be established in Manchuria 
under Chinese sovereignty that made special provision 
for Japan's economic interests in the region. The 
League adopted the Lytton Report in February 1933. 

Japan responded by leaving the League of Nations. 

NOV. Unit 731 of the Japanese Kwantung Army was 
organized in Manchuria to conduct research into 
biological warfare. It was originally known as the 
Ishii Unit after its founder, Ishii Shiro, a biologist 
in the Army Medical Corps, who established a biological 
experimental station at Harbin in Manchuria. Scientists 
from Manchurian medical colleges worked in the unit. By 
1936 the unit had a staff of nearly one thousand and 
was named the Kwantung Army Epidemic Prevention and 
Purified Water Supply Unit. 

By 1941, when it was named Unit 731, the unit 
employed biochemists, pathologists, and epidemiologists 
from all over the Japanese empire. The unit developed 
and produced biological weapons that the Japanese Army 
could use against Chinese, Soviet, and American forces, 
all of which were numerically larger than the Japanese 
forces. The scientists experimented with many diseases, 
such as smallpox, typhus, plague, cholera, anthrax, and 
botulism, and with frostbite, poisonous chemicals and 
gases, and flamethrowers. They used thousands of 
Chinese, Russian, British, American, and other 
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1933 prisoners of war and convicts in labor camps as human 
victims for their experiments. 

After Japan was defeated in 1945, the U.S. 
government ordered General MacArthur to offer all 
members of Unit 731 immunity from prosecution if they 
would cooperate in providing the data from their 
experiments in biological warfare. 

JAN. Adolf Hitler became Chancellor of Germany. 

FEB. The League of Nations adopted the Lvtton Report . 
Britain, the U.S., and China condemned Japan as a 
"bandit nation" and refused to recognize Japan's 
sovereignty over the Chinese territories it had 
occupied. Japan rejected the League's condemnation and 
claimed that its forces were in Manchuria to maintain 
the region's peace and security. The day after the 
report was issued, Japan withdrew from the League of 
Nations and sent troops to occupy the Chinese province 
of Jehol, north of the Great Wall, which they annexed 
to Manchukuo. 

Japanese forces also moved into Hopeh Province, 
where they occupied a strip of land 30-40 miles wide 
between the Chinese capital of Peking and the port city 
of Tientsin. They would not allow Chinese troops to 
enter this zone without Japanese consent. Japan had 
stationed troops there ever since it had been given 
permission to do so by the Protocol that concluded the 
Boxer Uprising of 1900. 

MAY. The Japanese forced the Chinese Nationalist 
government, with the agreement of Chiang Kai-shek, to 
conclude the Tanku Truce under which the Nationalists 
agreed to withdraw from the area between Peking and 
Tientsin which Japan had occupied. Chiang Kai-shek's 
main concern was still to eliminate the Chinese 
Communists rather than to resist Japanese aggression 
in China. 

OCT. Chang Kai-shek sent 750,000 Nationalist troops, 
with German advisers, on their their Fifth Encirclement 
Campaign against the Communists in Kiangsi Province. 

The latter were no longer able to hold out and decided 
to evacuate to western China on a trek that became 
known as the Long March. 

In Japan, General Nagata Tetsuzan dismissed a fanatic 
ultranationalist general from the Japanese Imperial 
Army. In reprisal, a military officer killed Nagata 
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1934 with his sword in Nagata's own office. Japanese 

military extremists began to purge their opponents in 
the military and the academic world. 

Amau Eiji of the Japanese Foreign Office issued the 
Amau Doctrine, which proclaimed that Japan had the 
purpose of acting as "guardian of peace and order in 
East Asia." In this role, Japan claimed the right to 
oppose all foreign support, including financial loans, 
for China and asserted that China did not have the 
right to "avail herself of the influence of any other 
country to resist Japan." U.S. Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull put the U.S. on record as rejecting the 
Amau Doctrine, but he refrained from doing anything 
that would antagonize Japan. 

MAR. Japan elevated the state of Manchukuo into an 
empire. The senior Japanese military officer in 
Manchukuo simultaneously held the position of Japan's 
ambassador to Manchukuo . 

JUN. 3. The Batavia Conference of 1934 - delegates from 
Japan and the Netherlands began economic negotiations 
in Batavia (modern Jakarta) in the Netherlands East 
Indies (Indonesia). The Japanese, who desperately 
needed the oil, rubber, and quinine (to treat malaria) 
that were produced there, tried to bring the 
Netherlands East Indies into their economic sphere 
of influence but did not succeed. They made further 
attempts to do so in 1940 and 1941, when the 
Netherlands were occupied by Nazi Germany. 

JUL. Japanese Navy Minister Admiral Osumi Mineo 
threatened to resign unless the cabinet of Prime 
Minister Okada Keisuke agreed to terminate the 
Washington Naval Treaty and to gain naval equality with 
Britain and the U.S. Japanese Foreign Minister Hirota 
Koki promised to end the treaty, but he asked the navy 
for time to work with the U.S. and Britain to gain 
equality step by step rather than all at once. However, 
efforts to do so by Japanese Ambassador Matsudaira and 
Rear Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku in September 1934 did not 
succeed. 

OCT. Chinese Communist (CCP) forces besieged by Chinese 
Nationalist (KMT) forces in Kiangsi Province received 
permission by radio from the Comintern in Moscow to 
escape to the west, known as the Long March. Nearly 
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100,000 men and 35 women set out on the trek, which 
took a winding route through 11 provinces in 
southern and western China that covered more than 6,000 
miles in 368 days. Fewer than 20,000 Communists 
completed the march. They finally made their new 
revolutionary base at Yenan in northern Shensi 
Province. On the Long March, Mao Tse-tung consolidated 
his position as leader of the Chinese Communist Party. 

DEC. 30. The cabinet of Japanese Prime Minister Okada 
Keisuke announced that it intended to abrogate the 
Washington Naval Treaty of 1922 when it should come up 
for renewal in two years. This action broke off the 
last remaining treaty between Japan and Western powers. 
In 1934 Japan continued to expand its control over 
North China and Inner Mongolia, by setting up puppet 
governors in these regions and by damaging their 
economies by smuggling in large quantities of opium 
and Japanese-made goods. Chiang Kai-shek continued to 
ignore the Japanese forces in China while he waged his 
campaign against the Chinese Communists. His troops 
brutally turned areas that supported the Communists 
into wastelands. 

JAN. Chinese Communist leaders on the Long March held 
the Tsunyi Conference, at which Mao Tse-tung was 
elected to the Standing Committee of the Politburo 
(Political Bureau) of the CCP and was made director of 
the CCP Central Committee's Military Affairs Committee. 
The official history of the CCP dates Mao's leadership 
of the party from this conference. The party also 
accepted Mao's ideology of guerrilla warfare. Mao 
Tse-tung was the first leader of the CCP, and of any 
Communist Party in any country, who had not been 
designated by the Comintern. The CCP was closely 
associated with Mao from the Tsunyi Conference until 
his death in 1976. Also, Chou En-lai held the second 
leading position in the CCP from the Tsunyi Conference 
until his own death in 1976. 

MAR. Adolf Hitler, who had already withdrawn Germany 
from the League of Nations, repudiated the Treaty of 
Versailles and declared that Germany intended to 
rearm itself. 

MAY. Italy under Benito Mussolini attacked Ethiopia, 
the largest independent country in Africa. 
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JUL . 6. General Ho Ying-chin, Chang Kai'shek's deputy 
in Peking, signed the Ho-Umezu Agreement, which 
furthered Japan's goal of separating the five northern 
Chinese provinces from the rest of China. The Ho-Umezu 
and Doihara-Ch ' in agreements between China and Japan 
weakened the influence of the Chinese Nationalist 
government in Hopeh and Chahar provinces in North 
China . 

The Japanese Imperial Army set up a puppet 
regime in eastern Hopeh Province called the "East Hopeh 
Anticommunist Autonomous Government," and demanded that 
the Chinese Nationalists withdraw their troops from 
Hopeh. Japan created a North China Autonomous Region 
consisting of five provinces, Hopeh, Shantung, Shansi, 
Chahar, and Suiyuan. The Japanese Army also continued 
to promote smuggling, which greatly reduced the customs 
revenues of the Chinese Nationalist government. 

JUL. The Comintern held its Seventh Congress in Moscow, 
at which it proclaimed the policy of a "united front" 
against Fascism. The Soviet Union was threatened by the 
German military on its western border and the Japanese 
military on its border with Asia. Some Japanese 
military leaders wanted to attack the Soviet Union, 
while others preferred to continue Japan's drive to 
engulf all of China. The Soviet Union wanted the 
Japanese military to move south into the vast territory 
of China Proper, where it would become mired in 
conflicts with the enormous Chinese population. Hence 
the Comintern attempted to stir up anti-Japanese 
feelings in China to encourage the Chinese people to 
resist Japan. 

AUG. 1. The CCP called for a united front between the 
CCP and the KMT, which would have the effect of 
preventing the KMT from attacking the CCP and Japan 
from attacking the Soviet Union. Chiang Kai-shek 
ignored this proposal because he still wanted to fight 
a civil war against the Communists rather than confront 
the Japanese. 

OCT. 3. Italy invaded Ethiopia. 

OCT. 20. The survivors of the Chinese Communist Long 
March led by Mao Tse-tung officially ended their march 
when they met up with the 15th Red Army Corps in 
northern Shensi Province. These legendary survivors 
became the leaders of the final stage of the Chinese 
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civil war between the CCP and the KMT, which ended with 
the CCP victory in 1949, and they became high-ranking 
officials in the Communist government of the People's 
Republic of China (PRC) . 

NOV. Japan set up the East Hopeh Autonomous Regime and 
issued an ultimatum for the separation of the five 
North China provinces from China. Britain and the U.S. 
wanted to avoid conflict with Japan, especially since 
Britain was seriously threatened by Nazi Germany in 
Europe and did not want to face additional conflict in 
Asia. Yet Britain and the U.S. had major commercial 
interests in Asia, and Britain held Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Malaya, and Burma, and the U.S. held the 
Philippine Islands, directly south of Japan. Moderates 
in the Japanese government convinced the U.S. 
government, which had a fear of provoking Japan into 
war, that they would eventually be able to remove the 
militarists from power. 

DEC. The Second London Naval Conference was held with 
delegates from Britain, the U.S., France, Japan, and 
Italy, with the goal of preventing the collapse of the 
system that had limited naval arms. Japan had been 
forced to accept a smaller navy than it wanted by the 
Washington Naval Conference of 1921-22 and the London 
Naval Conference of 1930. At the Second London Naval 
Conference in 1935, Japanese Ambassador Nagai Matsuzo 
and Admiral Nagano Osami tried to win full parity for 
the Japanese Imperial Navy with the British and 
American navies, and to win an agreement that would 
expand all fleets to a common upper limit. The 
conference rejected this proposal, and the Japanese 
delegates withdrew from the conference. 

By this time the world community had branded 
Japan as an aggressor and an outlaw for its occupation 
of Manchuria. The delegates of other countries who 
remained at the conference concluded an agreement that 
kept limits on the size and weapons of navy ships and 
required member nations to exchange information about 
the ships they were building. After Japan failed to win 
naval equality at the conference, it began a secret 
program to build up its navy. 

DEC. An anti-Japanese patriot in China attempted to 
assassinate Wang Ching-wei, the chief rival of 
Chiang Kai-shek in the KMT. Chiang was then appointed 
president of the Executive Yuan of the Chinese 
Nationalist (KMT) government, equivalent to prime 
minister . 
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DEC. 7. Japan gave China an ultimatum demanding that 
it declare North China an "autonomous region" by 
December 10. Chinese government officials released this 
demand to the public, and Chinese students in Peking 
and other cities immediately began to stage massive 
anti- Japanese protests. They even took over trains on 
the Shanghai-Nanking line and urged Chinese along the 
route to force the Chinese government to refuse to give 
in to Japan. Over the next few months, the Chinese 
organized 30 patriotic defense groups, including the 
National Salvation League, and formed a "people's 
front" or "united front" against Japan. 

After these demonstrations, Japan refrained 
from declaring that North China was "independent" 
for the time being, but it established the Hopeh-Chahar 
Political Council through which it continued to 
control the provinces of North China. 

Chiang Kai-shek arrested and imprisoned the Chinese 
leaders of the anti- Japanese movement and suppressed 
the National Salvation League. He had ordered 
Manchurian warlord Chang Hsueh-liang to send his troops 
west to fight the Communists based at Yenan in northern 
Shensi Province. The Manchurian soldiers were furious 
that Chiang Kai-shek had sent them to fight fellow 
Chinese soldiers while Japanese troops were occupying 
their homeland, and they stopped fighting the 
Communists. Chang Hsueh-liang and Communist leaders 
in Shensi agreed on a truce. 

DEC. 25. The Chinese Communist Party (CCP) Politburo 
(Political Bureau) called for an "Anti-Japanese 
National United Front," but the KMT did not reply or 
make any moves to end the civil war in China. 

In 1935 Minobe Tatsukichi, a faculty member of Tokyo 
Imperial University, was publicly denounced for having 
argued that the emperor of Japan was not all-powerful 
but was an "organ of the state with limited powers." 

Japan purchased from the Soviet Union the Chinese 
Eastern Railway in northern Manchuria. Japan had 
occupied Manchuria to gain strategic raw materials and 
to strengthen its position against the Soviet Union. It 
made large investments in developing transportation 
systems, industries, and mines in the region, and it 
prevented non-Japanese from doing business there. Japan 
also wanted to send large numbers of Japanese people to 
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1936 settle in Manchuria, but this program was hindered by 
Chinese bandits and by the fact that vast areas of 
Manchurian land were still undeveloped. 

FEB. 26. The Tokyo Revolt - a group of junior officers 
of the First Division of the Japanese Imperial Army 
staged a coup d'etat with 1,400 troops in Tokyo. They 
assassinated several cabinet ministers and members of 
the Imperial Household Ministry, and occupied the Army 
Ministry, Diet (Parliament), and other government 
buildings. These military extremists belonged to the 
"Imperial Way Faction" (Kodoha) of the army. Their 
revolt was crushed by the "Control Faction" ( Toseiha ) 
with the help of the Japanese Imperial Navy. Thirteen 
leaders of the Tokyo Revolt were executed and others 
were purged from the army. The Control Faction of the 
army now held control over Japanese domestic and 
foreign policy alike, and it forced the cabinet to 
follow its policy of building a "national defense 
state . " 

MAR. Nazi Germany occupied the Rhineland without 
opposition. 

APR. Germany and the Japanese regime in Manchuria 
signed the Manchukuo-German Trade Agreement of 1936. 
Until this agreement, Manchukuo had been isolated 
diplomatically from other nations. The Chinese 
Nationalist government never recognized Manchukuo, 
yet trade continued between China and Manchukuo, and 
their postal and transportation systems were linked. 

MAY. Italy annexed Ethiopia. The League of Nations 
called off its sanctions against Italy, and the 
British fleet, not wanting to provoke a war, withdrew 
from the eastern Mediterranean Sea. 

JUL. 17. Civil war broke out in Spain. Germany and 
Italy sent military assistance to Spanish right-wing 
General Francisco Franco. Anti-Fascists and Communists 
around the world became active in a "united front" 
against Franco. 

AUG. The Japanese government decided to pursue the 
basic principle of expansion southward, called 
"Fundamental Principles of National Policy" ( Kokusaku 
no Kiiun ) , under which it aimed to keep a strong 
"defensive" position on the Asian mainland while 
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extending its influence to the South Seas, with the 
ultimate goal of taking the oilfields in the 
Netherlands East Indies. 

The Japanese military planned to advance to the 
South Seas "gradually and by peaceful means" and to 
exercise "extreme caution" in the north "to avoid 
causing trouble with the Soviet Union." It also decided 
to strengthen the Japanese Imperial Army so as to 
resist potential Soviet forces in the Far East, and to 
build up the Navy "to a level sufficient to secure 
command of the Western Pacific against the U.S. Navy." 
Japan added 10 troop divisions and several air 
squadrons to its army, and two battleships, seven 
carriers, and 20 destroyers to its navy. 

Kobayashi Seizo, an inactive admiral in the 
Japanese Imperial Navy, became governor of Taiwan 
Island. From then on, a Japanese navy officer ruled 
Taiwan until 1945. The navy also tried to occupy 
Hainan, a large island off the southern coast of China 
and the east coast of the French colony of Indochina 
(Vietnam) , close to the British Crown Colony of Hong 
Kong. However, the Japanese army opposed this move and 
forced the navy to retreat. The Navy wanted Hainan both 
"to circumscribe Britain's position in East Asia" and 
to oppose France, which feared that Japan would also 
occupy the nearby Paracel and Spratley islands. 

The "Fundamental Principles" stated that Japan 
would ask China to join a tripartite pact with Japan 
and Manchukuo against the Soviet Union and to convert 
the five provinces of North China into a buffer zone 
protected by Japanese forces. China stood firm and 
rejected these demands. The CCP issued an open letter 
to the KMT offering to join forces in an All-Chinese 
Democratic Republic to resist the Japanese invaders. 

SEP. Japan forced China to sanction the fact that it 
had already moved troops by railroad into Feng-t'ai, an 
area not included in the region specified by the Peace 
Protocol of 1901 where Japan had been permitted to 
station troops. Japan then attempted to buy more land 
along the western railway line between Feng-t'ai and 
Wanping, outside Peking, but the Chinese magistrate in 
Wanping refused to sanction this. 

OCT. 25. Italy and Germany signed the Rome-Berlin 
Axis Pact. 

NOV. 25. Japan signed the Anti-Comintern Pact with 
Germany, which indicated that the Japanese Imperial 
Army felt threatened by the Soviet Union. 
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DEC. CCP leader Chou En-lal met in Shensi Province with 
Manchurian warlord and KMT military commander Chang 
Hsueh-liang, who had obeyed Chiang Kai-shek's order to 
dispatch his forces to fight the Communist forces in 
Shensi. Chou En-lai and Chang Hsueh-liang agreed that 
the CCP and KMT should stop fighting their civil war 
and should form a united front to fight Japan, which 
was now sending large numbers of troops from Manchuria 
into China Proper. 

DEC. 12. Chiang Kai-shek, who had traveled to Sian 
(modern Xi'an) in Shensi Province to begin the Sixth 
KMT offensive against the CCP, was kidnapped by Chang 
Hsueh-liang and placed under house arrest at his 
(Chiang Kai-shek's) headquarters at Huaqing Hot 
Springs outside Sian. Chang Hsueh-liang wanted to 
persuade Chiang Kai-shek to stop fighting the civil 
war and form a united front with the CCP against the 
Japanese invaders . 

Everyone realized that Chiang Kai-shek was the 
only figure in China who held enough power and respect 
to unite the Chinese people in their resistance against 
Japan. Communist leader Chou En-lai, on orders from the 
Soviet Union, and Chiang's wife Soong Mayling, among 
others, took part in the negotiations at Sian. The 
Soviet Union wanted to keep Chiang Kai-shek alive to 
prevent China from collapsing into chaos, which Japan 
would exploit. 

DEC. 25. Chiang Kai-shek agreed to the CCP-KMT united 
front against Japan. He then flew to Loyang, an ancient 
Chinese capital in Henan Province, and was followed by 
Chang Hsueh-liang. The Chinese were overjoyed to hear 
of the Nationalist leader's release from kidnapping. 
Chang Hsueh-liang was tried by a Chinese military court 
and placed under house arrest, which lasted for more 
than half a century. In 1948, he was moved to Taiwan 
with Chinese Nationalists who were escaping the 
impending Communist victory in China. He was finally 
freed in 1991. 

When Chiang Kai-shek agreed to a united front, 
CCP leaders agreed to place their armed forces under 
Nationalist (KMT) command. Communist divisions were 
reorganized into the Eighth Route Army with Chu Teh as 
commander of all Chinese Communist military operations. 
P'eng Teh-huai served as deputy commander of the Eighth 
Route Army. Other Communist commanders and political 
commissars included Liu Po-cheng, Teng Hsiao-p'ing, Lin 
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1936 Piao, and Nieh Jung-chen, all of whom later held high 
positions in the government of the People's Republic of 
China (PRC). During the rest of China's war with Japan, 
the Eighth Route Army kept offices in Nanking, the KMT 
capital, and even published a newspaper there. 

CCP forces now controlled northwestern China, 
and KMT forces controlled southwestern China. The CCP 
also led guerrilla forces in Shantung, Honan, and 
Chekiang provinces and in other regions not controlled 
by Japanese forces. However, neither the CCP nor the 
KMT trusted each other, and neither really wanted to 
give up the goal of defeating the other and controlling 
all of China. 

1937 The Japanese Imperial General Headquarters was created 
and began meeting twice a week on the Imperial Palace 
grounds in Tokyo. It included the Ministries of War and 
Navy, and the heads of the Army and Navy General 
Staffs, with their principal assistants. 

Japan secretly began to construct two battleships, the 
Yamato (the ancient name for Japan) and the Musashi, 
which when completed would be the most powerful 
battleships ever built to that time. 

Neville Chamberlain became prime minister in Britain. 

Chiang Kai-shek asked Captain Claire Chennault, an 
American fighter pilot who had retired from the U.S. 

Air Corps, to develop his Chinese Nationalist Air 
Force. Chennault, whom Chiang promoted to colonel in 
the Chinese Air Force, began a major program to build 
Chinese airfields and a radio-based warning system. 
Unable to recruit many Chinese pilots, Chennault 
recruited a volunteer force of American mercenaries 
called the American Volunteer Group (AVG) but popularly 
known as the "Flying Tigers." 

JAN. 19. Japan terminated the Washington Naval Treaty 
concluded at the Washington Conference of 1921-22, 
which had limited the size of its navy. 

MAY. The Japanese Kwantung Army in Manchuria and 
military officials in Tokyo began to press the Japanese 
government to take direct action against the CCP-KMT 
United Front in China. Ministry of War General Sugiyama 
said that the United Front could "obstruct Japan's 
peaceful advance at its very foundation." 
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1937 JUN. The Japanese Kwantung Army held night maneuvers in 
the region of the railroad bridge at Lukouchiao, 12 
miles west of Peking on the Peking-Hankow line. This 
railway line was the only access to Peking not yet 
controlled by the Japanese, and Lukouchiao was a major 
junction where a shuttle connected with the railway to 
the major port city of Tientsin. Next to the railroad 
bridge stands the Marco Polo Bridge, a beautiful 
800-year-old stone bridge named for the famous 13th- 
century Italian explorer to China, who had admired it. 

JUL. 7. The Marco Polo Bridge Incident - a clash 
between Japanese troops and a Chinese garrison 
stationed near the bridge at Wanping. Japanese troops 
holding a night maneuver in the area fired blank 
cartridges. Chinese troops of Sun Che-yuan's 29th Army 
fired upon them but caused no injuries. The next 
morning, a Japanese soldier was missing at role call, 
and the Japanese commander, believing that the Chinese 
had captured him, ordered his troops to attack Wanping, 
even though the soldier had actually returned to his 
base. Local Chinese and Japanese commanders arranged a 
truce, but both sides wanted further conflict. 

Japan mobilized five troop divisions to send to 
China, and it poured thousands of Kwantung Army troops 
through the Great Wall into North China. Chiang 
Kai-shek sent four Chinese Nationalist divisions to 
Paoting in Hopeh Province. 

Japanese Prime Minister Konoe Fumimaro 
blamed China for the Marco Polo Bridge Incident and 
asked China to apologize. Troops began fighting once 
again around the bridge, and Japanese forces took the 
region around Peking and Tientsin. Chiang Kai-shek 
decided to attack Japanese forces in Shanghai. Japan 
retaliated by sending 15 troop divisions into China, 
which launched full-scale warfare, albeit undeclared. 
The Japanese called this conflict the "China Incident" 
or the "China Affair," while the Chinese called it 
their "War of Resistance against Japan (1937-1945)." 
Also known as the Second Sino- Japanese War, many 
historians consider this the beginning of World War II. 

U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull held a 
press conference and stated that the U.S. would not 
enter the conflict in China. 

JUL. 27. Having occupied Peking and Tientsin, Japan 
proposed an agreement to the Chinese Nationalist 
government in Nanking that there should be a 
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demilitarized zone around Peking and Tientsin, a 
Nationalist administration in North China headed by a 
pro-Japanese official, and the negotiation of a general 
treaty between China and Japan. The Nationalists made 
no reply. 

JUL. 29. Japanese planes bombed Tientsin, targeting 
Nankai University because its students were the leaders 
of the Chinese patriotic movement against the Japanese. 
In China, as they had done in Korea, the Japanese 
purposely attacked educational institutions, which were 
the source of nationalistic fervor. 

AUG. Japanese troops ambushed a Chinese unit on the 
road to the Temple of Heaven in Peking and killed about 
600 soldiers, most of whom had been unarmed. The 
Chinese police force mutinied at Tung-chu, seat of the 
Hopeh-Chahar puppet regime, and murdered Japanese and 
Chinese puppet officials there. Japanese reinforcements 
devastated the mutiniers. All Chinese troops were 
withdrawn from Peking and Tientsin within four days, 
leaving the Japanese in control of these cities. The 
Japanese also took Paoting in Hopeh Province after 
killing tens of thousands of Chinese there. 

The Chinese Nationalist government began to 
organize its defense forces. It released the leaders of 
the National Salvation League from jail and lifted the 
ban it had placed on Chinese resistance songs and 
slogans. Pai Ch'ung-hsi, commander of military forces 
in Kwangsi and Kwangtung provinces in southern China, 
who had fought the Nationalists for eight years, now 
pledged his support to them and was named Chiang 
Kai-shek's chief-of-staf f . The warlords of Yunnan and 
Szechwan provinces also joined the Chinese Nationalist 
cause . 

AUG. 9. Chinese troops at Shanghai killed a Japanese 
naval officer and Chinese planes bombed Japanese 
ships anchored offshore. In response, the Japanese 
military occupied more Chinese territory. 

AUG. 14. The Japanese cabinet in Tokyo held an 
emergency session. Navy Minister Yonai Mitsumasa 
overrode the objections to warfare raised by Foreign 
Minister Hirota and Finance Minister Kaya. Yonai had a 
strongly worded ultimatum drawn up, outlining the 
measures that the Japanese military would take if China 
did not change its attitude toward Japan. Yonai also 
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ordered Army Minister Sugiyama to conquer the Chinese 
Nationalist capital at Nanking. Sugiyama told Yonai 
that Japan had to be prepared for military operations 
against the Soviet Union, and that occupying North 
China would not be useful for Japan, which would 
become embroiled in an extensive war. Yonai held to his 
demand to take Nanking, and his radical position 
shocked Emperor Hirohito. 

The Japanese Imperial Navy wanted to extend the 
war in China to fulfill its dream of a "Southern 
Advance" (nanshin) . It began imposing a shipping 
blockade along the entire Chinese coast. 

AUG. 14. Chinese Nationalist (KMT) forces began 
attacking Japanese naval installations and troops in 
China. The Japanese had not expected the Nationalists 
to resist them. Chiang Kai-shek attacked them at 
Shanghai because he thought this action would force the 
foreign powers to join China's fight against Japan to 
protect their enormous investments in Shanghai . The 
Chinese, under constant bombing by Japanese planes 
based in Taiwan and shelling by Japanese warships in 
the Huangpu River, held their position for three months 
but suffered enormous casualties. Many Chinese people 
never forgave Chiang Kai-shek for subjecting Chinese 
forces to this hopeless battle, but Chiang was trying 
to gain the world's support for China. 

Japanese reinforcements decimated Chinese 
forces retreating from Shanghai and then marched toward 
the Nationalist capital at Nanking, 200 miles up the 
Yangtze River. The Japanese government issued public 
statements on the necessity of "subduing completely 
China's will to fight." Japanese Prime Minister Hirota 
told the Diet that the Chinese Nationalist government 
at Nanking had "embarked on an anti-Japanese campaign 
of the most vicious kind" and had to be "compelled to 
mend its ways" and to "act in unison for enduring peace 
in East Asia through sincere cooperation between Japan 
and China." The Japanese conducted air raids on 
Nanking, Canton, and 20 other Chinese cities "in order 
to conclude hostilities as soon as possible." 

Chiang Kai-shek decided to defend Nanking, even 
though it would have been far better strategically for 
him to pull his Nationalist forces out of the city. The 
foreign nations had moved their embassies from Peking 
to Nanking, so Chiang believed that a battle in Nanking 
would draw them into joining the Chinese Nationalists 
in the war against Japan. 
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The Japanese in Peking sent up balloons with 
streamers that announced the Japanese capture of 
Chinese cities and carried the slogan, "The Japanese 
Army Preserves the Peace of East Asia." The entire 
nation of Japan was now committed to total warfare for 
the first time in its history. 

SEP. The Japanese Imperial Navy occupied the Chinese 
island of Pratas about 200 miles southeast of Hong 
Kong. It also shelled the coast of Hainan Island and 
threatened the Paracel Islands in the South China Sea. 

SEP. 24. Japanese forces took the strategic city of 
Paoting on the Peking-Hankow Railway, and 30,000 
Japanese soldiers engaged in a full week of murder, 
rape, and looting. They burned all of the city's 
schoolbooks, and the library and laboratory equipment 
of the Hopeh Medical College, in week-long bonfires. 
They also destroyed all of the statistical records at 
the city's Agricultural Institute. 

OCT. Leading members of the Japanese Imperial Army 
General Staff were greatly worried about the extension 
of the conflict in China, because long-term warfare 
there would hamper their plans to prepare for war 
against the Soviet Union. Since Germany was the only 
foreign power that still had relations with both Japan 
and China, they attempted to get Germany to mediate 
between Japan and China. Chiang Kai-shek did not reply 
to Japan's overtures through Germany and still hoped to 
gain support for China from foreign powers. 

Japan forced France to close the military supply route 
from Indochina to the Nationalists in China. In Tokyo, 
the Cabinet Planning Office was established to develop 
plans for Japan's war economy. 

Communist forces south of the Yangtze River in central 
China were reorganized, with Nationalist approval, into 
the New Fourth Army, commanded by Yeh T'ing. The army 
was only supposed to operate south of the Yangtze, but 
by late 1938 three of its detachments were operating 
north of the river. In 1939 the New Fourth Army fought 
several battles with Chinese Nationalist units, and by 
1940 its forces moved into northern Kiangsi Province, 
routing Nationalist troops there. 
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OCT. 6. The Nine-Power Conference convened in Brussels, 
Belgium to resolve the conflict between Japan and 
China. The U.S. held a firm anti-war isolationist 
position. The conference soon disbanded without 
resolving anything. U.S. Secretary of State Stimson 
issued a public letter calling for a trade embargo of 
Japan. He wrote that even though the U.S. subscribed to 
the Neutrality Act, it was not bound to "a passive and 
shameful acquiescence in the wrong that is now being 
done [in China]." 

OCT. 27. Japan established an autonomous government in 
Inner Mongolia. 

NOV. Shanghai fell to Japanese forces. Italy formally 
recognized Manchukuo. 

DEC. Japan established a puppet regime in Peking called 
the "Provisional Government of the Republic of China." 

DEC. 11. The Panav Incident - the day before Nanking 
fell, Japanese Navy planes, covering the advance of the 
Japanese Army, bombed ships on the Yangtze River. They 
attacked not only Chinese ships but also three American 
tankers of the Standard Oil Company, four British 
gunboats, and the American gunboat Panav . Japanese 
artillery also attacked these ships. The tankers and 
the Panav were sunk, which could have forced the U.S. 
to declare war against Japan. However, Japanese Admiral 
Yamamoto Isoroku, Deputy Navy Minister, persuaded 
American Ambassador Joseph Grew that he was truly 
shocked by the Japanese Navy's unauthorized actions. 

Neither the U.S. government nor the American 
public wanted to go to war with Japan, and U.S. 
military leaders were aware that American naval forces 
were not adequate to stand up to the Japanese. The next 
day the government in Tokyo apologized to the U.S. and 
agreed to U.S. demands for indemnities for the Panav 
Incident . 

DEC. 12. Japanese forces took Nanking and routed the 
Chinese Nationalist government, which fled 400 miles 
further up the Yangtze River to Hankow (Han-k'ou) in 
Hupeh Province, which served as the capital of 
unoccupied or Free China for eight months. Chiang 
Kai-shek made his headquarters in Wuchang on the 
south bank of the Yangtze. The Japanese wanted to "make 
an example" of the Nationalist capital at Nanking that 
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would end the war in China, so commander Cho Isamu gave 
orders to "kill all prisoners" in the city. Japanese 
soldiers went on a frenzy and committed terrible 
atrocities on the Chinese people, known as the "Rape of 
Nanking." They killed at least 80,000 men, women, and 
children, and the Chinese estimated that the number of 
victims from murder, rape, torture, and looting totaled 
about 300,000. The atrocities were documented by 
photographers who sent their film to be developed in 
Shanghai . 

The whole world was shocked by the Rape of 
Nanking. Chiang Kai-shek, still hoping for foreign 
support, continued to refuse to negotiate with the 
Japanese government in Tokyo, and the Japanese Imperial 
Army became further bogged down in China. 

DEC. 16. The Japanese Imperial Navy occupied the island 
of Quemoy, off the harbor of Amoy in Fukien Province in 
southeastern China, across from Taiwan, and thereby 
extended its control over the Chinese coast far to the 
south. The Japanese Foreign Ministry now supported the 
navy's policy of southward expansion and laid claim to 
the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea. 

DEC. 17. Chiang Kai-shek, in the belief that the peace 
terms of the Japanese government would give Japan full 
control of China, publicly announced that he would 
continue to resist Japan to the utmost. Japan replied 
by cutting off formal relations with China and 
continuing its military aggression. But Japan had to 
keep sending more divisions until it had more than one 
million troops on the Chinese mainland. 

DEC. 21. The Japanese cabinet decided on 11 conditions 
for China which would make in fact it a colony ruled by 
Japan. However, Japanese Foreign Minister Hirota 
prevented China from finding out the details of these 
conditions. Hirota provided a general explanation of 
them to the German ambassador to Japan and told him 
that Japan expected China to accept all of the 
conditions immediately. This shocked the German 
ambassador, and he persuaded the Japanese to allow him 
to provide more information to China and to have the 
deadline for China's agreement to the conditions 
extended . 

The German military attache soon informed the 
Japanese Imperial Army General Staff that the 11 
conditions had never been transmitted to China, and 
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1937 Chinese officials pressed the Japanese Foreign Ministry 
to present the specific conditions to Chinese 
Nationalist ruler Chiang Kai-shek. In addition, the 
Japanese Array General Staff demanded the convening of 
the first Imperial Conference since the Russo-Japanese 
War of 1904-05. The Japanese Foreign Ministry and the 
Navy Ministry at first opposed such a conference but 
finally agreed to hold one. 

By the end of 1937, Japanese forces had placed the 
entire coast of China under illegal naval blockade, 
except for Tsingtao in Shantung Province and Hong Kong. 
The blockade prevented the delivery of wartime supplies 
from Europe and the U.S. to the Chinese Nationalists. 

Time Magazine chose Generalissimo and Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek ( Soong Mayling) as "Man and Wife of the Year" 
for 1937. Henry Luce, the publisher of Time , had been 
born in China to missionary parents, and the missionary 
establishment idealized and supported Chiang. But 
Americans as a whole still maintained their 
isolationist position. 

1938 JAN. The cabinet of Japanese Prime Minister Konoe 
Fumimaro issued a declaration that Japan no longer 
recognized the Chinese Nationalist government and that 
it intended to establish its own regimes in occupied 
China. The Nationalist government, which had moved its 
capital from Nanking further west along the Yangtze 
River to Hankow, continued to resist the Japanese, who 
sent 300,000 troops up the Yangtze. They occupied the 
strategic city of Wuchang in October 1938. 

JAN. 11. At a Japanese Imperial Conference, the 
military chiefs of staff asserted that they wanted 
China to conclude peace and accept the 11 conditions 
that Japan had transmitted to China through Germany in 
December 1937. But the Chinese Nationalist government 
had never been given the specific details of the 
conditions. The conference decided to give Chiang 
Kai-shek more time to reply. 

JAN. 14. China informed Japan that Chiang Kai-shek 
wanted to be told the exact conditions that Japan was 
demanding. This reply increased the divide between the 
Japanese military chiefs of staff and the prime 
minister's cabinet. 
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JAN. 15. Japanese Prime Minister Konoe Fumimaro issued 
a public statement declaring that his government would 
no longer deal with the Chinese Nationalist government 
of Chiang Kai-shek. He also introduced legislation to 
further centralize control of the Japanese economy, 
including the first rationing of consumer goods in the 
country. The Home Ministry established a nationwide 
network of associations in Japanese neighborhoods to 
increase the citizens' commitment to the war effort. 
Called the "popular network," it prevented political 
and social opposition to Japanese military policies. 

FEB. Many Japanese left-wing intellectuals were 
arrested. In October 1938 the works of prominent 
economist Kawai Eijiro were banned, including his 
criticism of Japanese fascism. 

MAR. Japan established a puppet regime in Nanking, 

China called the "Reformed Government." Japanese troops 
took Nanchang, the capital of Kiangsi Province. 

MAR. 12. Germany invaded and annexed Austria. 

MAR. 24. The National Mobilization Law, a general 
mobilization of Japanese society for the war effort, 
was enacted, giving the government unlimited powers to 
control all forms of labor and materials. Many 
Japanese, including heads of major industrial firms, 
criticized this policy. 

APR. 7. After a 17-day battle, the Chinese won their 
first victory against the Japanese at T ' ai-erh-chuang 
in Shantung Province. This strengthened the resolve of 
Chinese all over the country to keep resisting the 
Japanese. It was actually the first major defeat of the 
modern Japanese army since it had been created in the 
Meiji Era. The defeat prevented the Japanese from 
advancing to Hsuchow in Kiangsu Province, where they 
would have taken the Lunghai railway line, which would 
have given them access to China's interior, where the 
Chinese Nationalists held out. But the Japanese soon 
returned to attack T ' ai-erh-chung , broke through 
Chinese lines, and moved on to Hsuchow. 

MAY. Germany gave diplomatic recognition to Manchukuo. 
Hsuchow fell to Japanese forces. Another Japanese army 
was moving south to cross the Yellow River above 
Kaifeng, threatening the region between the Yellow and 
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Yangtze rivers, including the Nationalist capital at 
Hankow. Chiang Kai-shek ordered General Shang Chen to 
blow up the dikes on the Yellow River at Chengchow in 
Henan Province to cause flooding that would halt 
advancing Japanese forces. 

JUN. 7. General Shang, after moving his Nationalist 
troops out of the way, burst the dikes on the Yellow 
River near Chengchow in Henan. This action flooded 11 
cities and 4,000 villages, destroyed the crops and 
farms in three provinces, killed millions of Chinese, 
and made two million people homeless, while not having 
much effect on advancing Japanese forces. As a result, 
the Chinese felt even greater resentment against Chiang 
Kai-shek. 

JUL. Representatives of all political parties in China 
attended a People's Political Council, but tension was 
growing between the Communists and Nationalists because 
the former were sending their forces into areas where 
Chiang Kai-shek had forbidden them to operate. The 
Nationalists reimposed their blockade on Communist 
forces. This conflict culminated in the New Fourth 
Army Incident in January 1941, which broke down the 
CCP-KMT (Communist-Nationalist) United Front against 
the Japanese. 

In early July, France occupied the Paracel Islands in 
the South China Sea and prepared to take over the 
Spratly Islands. Japan, claiming to govern all of 
China, protested to France that it had occupied Chinese 
territory . 

In late July, Japanese troops attacked Soviet troops 
at Changkufeng on the border between Manchuria and the 
Soviet Union near Vladivostok. Both sides suffered 
heavy casualties in the brief battle, and the Japanese 
realized that if they attacked the Soviet Union, the 
Russians would put up fierce resistance. 

AUG. The Japanese cut off all land access between 
Hankow, the Chinese Nationalist capital, and Peking. 

Now supplies could only be brought to Hankow from the 
north by shipping them from Shanghai south around the 
Chinese coast to Hong Kong and then flying them to 
Hankow. The Nationalist government withdrew from Hankow 
by August 26, while Japanese planes were bombing the 
city every day. Forty thousand Nationalists evacuated 
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to Changsha, the capital of Hunan Province. Industrial 
cooperatives dismantled factories and equipment to move 
farther into China's interior. Chinese factories and 
universities began a mass migration to Chungking, much 
farther up the Yangtze River in Szechwan, a province in 
southwestern China protected by high mountain ranges. 
Kunming in Yunnan Province became the main Chinese 
Nationalist air base and the terminus of the supply 
route known as the Burma Road . 

SEP. Adolf Hitler intimidated Britain and France with 
the Munich Agreement, under which the two countries 
appeased Germany by permitting Czechoslovakia to cede 
to Germany all Czech areas in which more than half of 
the population were Sudetan Germans. 

OCT. 1. Germany occupied the Sudetanland in 
Czechoslovakia. British Prime Minister Neville 
Chamberlain called this a day of "defeat without war." 
Poland and Hungary then occupied 8,000 square miles 
of Czech territory. 

OCT. 12. Japanese troops landed at Bias Bay on the 
coast of Kwangtung Province in southern China, near the 
major port city of Canton, 30 miles from the British 
Crown Colony of Hong Kong. The British did nothing 
because they could not get the U.S. government to 
assure its support if Britain took action against 
Japan, which would thus involve the U.S. in the war in 
China. The Chinese people felt betrayed. The U.S. was 
in a dilemma because it did not want to simply let 
Japan take over China but neither did it want to become 
the leader of anti-Japanese resistance. 

OCT. 21-25. The Japanese, who had already besieged 
Hankow, took Canton, China's last sea port that 
remained open to the outside world. The Chinese had not 
prepared to defend Canton because they had felt safe 
with the British close to Canton in the Crown Colony of 
Hong Kong, including Kowloon and the New Territories on 
the Chinese mainland. The Chinese refused to believe 
that the Japanese would move so close to a colony of 
the British empire or that Britain would not retaliate 
against Japan for such an action. 

OCT. 25. Japanese forces took Hankow. That month they 
also took Wuchang. 
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NOV. In Japan, the National Mobilization Law of 
November 1938 was enacted, giving the government 
widespread control over prices, wages, labor, and 
materials, and instituting plans for compulsory savings 
and national registration for the military. 

NOV. 3. The cabinet of Japanese Prime Minister Konoe 
Fumimaro announced that Japan intended to form a "New 
Order for East Asia," which would comprise the 
anti-Communist bloc of Japan, Manchukuo, and China. 

This New Order, later known as the "Greater East Asia 
Co-Prosperity Sphere," was intended to save China from 
the Communists and from "improper white influences" 
that threatened China's territorial integrity. 

The Japanese believed that the Chinese 
Nationalists would have to give in because Japan now 
controlled all of China's ports, railroads, and major 
cities. North China, the Shantung Peninsula, the 
Yangtze River valley, and the southern Chinese coast. 

An Imperial Conference in Japan in November drew up the 
Japan-China New Relations Policy, which reiterated that 
Japan planned to dominate China. 

Moreover, the Japanese had persuaded Wang 
Ching-wei, vice president of the Chinese Nationalist 
government, and some other KMT leaders that the 
Nationalist cause was now lost and that for China to 
continue resisting Japan was suicidal. Wang was 
prepared to accept Japan as the new ruler of China. 

But Chiang Kai-shek continued to believe that Free 
China, isolated in Szechwan in the far southwest, could 
still endure against Japan, and that foreign allies 
would still come to China's defense. 

In Korea, Japan established the League for the 
Mobilization of the People's Spirit ( Kokumin Seishin 
Sodoin Remmei ) to force the Koreans to support 
the Japanese war effort. The Japanese government 
required the Koreans to visit Shinto shrines and recite 
an oath of loyalty to the Japanese emperor, and it even 
made them take Japanese names. Educational reforms in 
1938 and 1942 made the Japanese language compulsory in 
Korean schools. 

NOV. 25. The Japanese government finally agreed to Navy 
Minister Yonai's demand to occupy Hainan Island off 
the southern coast of China. 
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1938 DEC. Wang Ching-wei, Chinese Nationalist vice 
president, slipped out of Chungking to negotiate peace 
with Japan, but his mission failed. Japan reaffirmed 
its intention to "exterminate" the Chinese Nationalist 
(KMT) government, which Japan claimed "no longer exists 
except as a mere local regime." Japanese officials 
persuaded Wang to desert the Nationalists and join 
their side, installing him as "President" of the 
government they had established in Nanking. Wang took 
this office in the hopes that he could prevent the 
Japanese from treating the Chinese people too harshly 
in the areas they occupied, and that he could also 
counter the growing power of the Chinese Communists . 
Members of the Communist Eighth Route Army had been 
organizing guerrilla resistance to the Japanese all 
across North China. However, the Japanese merely 
treated Wang Ching-wei as their puppet. 

DEC. 26. Chiang Kai-shek publicly reaffirmed that he 
resolved to maintain China's independence. The Japanese 
halted their military advance, with one million troops 
bogged down in China. 

The U.S. arranged through the Import-Export 
Bank a $25 million loan for China to buy weapons, and 
it declared that Japan's New Order in East Asia 
violated the Open-Door Policy and the Nine-Power 
Treaty. Japan announced that it was surprised that the 
U.S. had "failed to awaken to the new actualities in 
the Far East resulting from Japan's successful military 
campaigns in China." The American people began calling 
for the U.S. government to institute economic sanctions 
against Japan. 

In Russia, Premier Joseph Stalin conducted his Great 
Purge of dissenters. He ordered the execution of as 
many as eight million Soviet citizens and sentenced 
tens of millions more to forced labor camps. Stalin's 
victims included two-thirds of the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party in the Soviet Union and 35,000 army 
officers. Moreover, by 1938 Stalin had built up the 
Soviet military to 1.6 million soldiers. 

1939 JAN. The Japanese cabinet formed a production expansion 
plan to support Japan's military aggression. 

FEB. The Japanese Imperial Army and Navy finally 
occupied Hainan Island off the southern Chinese coast 
near French Indochina (Vietnam) . 
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1939 MAR. Japanese forces took Nanchang, the capital of 

Kiangsi Province in southeastern China, and occupied 
the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea. They 
officially placed Hainan and the Spratly, Prata, and 
Paracel islands under the administration of the 
Japanese governor of Taiwan. 

The Japanese government drew up plans to 
conscript all males into the military or labor service, 
and it added judo and other martial arts to the 
curriculum in junior high schools. It also passed the 
Film Law, which increased censorship and control of 
production and distribution of Japanese films and 
limited the showing of foreign films in Japan. 

In March, Germany occupied the rest of Czechoslovakia. 
That year, Italy also occupied Albania. 

MAR. 28. In Spain, General Francisco Franco's right- 
wing Nationalist troops entered the center of Madrid, 
the capital city, thus ending the Spanish Civil War. 

APR. Japanese and Soviet troops began fighting in the 
region of Nomohon { No-mu-hung) in Tsingtai Province 
along the border between Manchuria and the Soviet 
satellite state of Outer Mongolia. The Japanese 
suffered terrible losses from superior Soviet artillery 
and tanks. The fighting lasted until September, when 
the two sides concluded an armistice. As a result, the 
Japanese cabinet was forced to resign. Japan decided to 
honor its neutrality agreement with the Soviet Union 
rather than the Tripartite Pact it had signed with 
Germany. Pro-German Foreign Minister Matsuoka was 
removed from the Japanese cabinet . 

MAY. Japan began terror bombing the Chinese Nationalist 
capital at Chungking in Szechwan Province. The U.S. was 
still selling scrap metal to Japan, which used it to 
build planes and weapons, and no foreign power seemed 
willing to defend China. 

JUN. Japan blockaded the Anglo-French Concession in 
Tientsin in North China. Several months later, Japan 
pressured France to block shipments of aid from French 
Indochina to the Chinese Nationalists in Chungking. 
Japan wanted to cut off all military and food supplies 
to China from the Western powers. One supply line ran 
through Indochina to Hanoi, up the Red River valley 
to Kunming in Yunnan Province, and then to Chungking. 
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1939 Another route went to Kunming by traveling the Burma 
Road, up the Irrawadday River from Rangoon to Lashio 
and then by truck over the Himalaya Mountain Range. 

The Burma Road had been dug out of steep mountains by 
the hand labor of 200,000 men, women, and children. 

JUN. 12. In China, the first publicly announced battle 
between Chinese Nationalist troops and Communist New 
Fourth Army troops took place. The Nationalists imposed 
a blockade on the Communist-held Yenan region in Shensi 
Province, and in the 1940 's they sent half a million 
troops there to enforce the blockade. 

JUL. U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt persuaded 
Congress to agree to give Japan the six-months notice 
required to terminate the 30-year-old Trade Treaty 
between the U.S. and Japan. This was the first step by 
the U.S. toward possible economic sanctions against 
Japan. 

AUG. 23. The Nazi-Soviet Pact of 1939 - the Soviet 
Union signed a non-aggression pact with Germany. This 
surprised Japan, which was allied with Germany and 
regarded the Soviet Union as its enemy. 

SEP. 1. Germany sent 56 troop divisions and 1,400 
planes to occupy Poland, and World War II officially 
began in Europe . 

SEP. 3. Britain and France declared war against 
Germany. A German U-boat sank the British ocean liner 
Athenia , which opened the Battle of the Atlantic. 
Because of the war in Europe, Britain and France were 
not able to resist pressures from Japan on their 
holdings in Asia. 

SEP. 17. The Soviet Union invaded Poland. 

SEP. 27. Warsaw, the capital of Poland, surrendered to 
Germany. A German U-boat sank the British aircraft 
carrier Courageous , the first major naval loss in the 
European Theater of the war . 

OCT. President Roosevelt took his first step toward 
a military confrontation with Japan, by ordering the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet to move from its base at San Diego, 
California to Pearl Harbor, on the Hawaiian island of 
Oahu. Japan regarded this move as a direct threat. 
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1939 NOV. The U.S. Congress, after a month of debate, 
repealed the arms embargo it had enacted earlier, so 
that it could supply the Allies and China. 

NOV. 30. The Soviet Union invaded Finland. 

By the end of 1939, Japan controlled more than half of 
all the territory and population of China, from 
Manchuria to the Chinese border with Indochina. The 
Chinese people were exhausted from fighting their War 
of Resistance against Japan, but the Japanese were 
spread too thin in China and were also exhausted, so 
the two sides entered a stalemate. Hundreds of 
thousands of people starved to death from famines in 
China . 

Units of the Communist New Fourth Army, which had 
been order by Chiang Kai-shek to stay south of the 
Yangtze River, began moving into the northern region of 
Kiangsi Province. There the Chinese Communists declared 
war on Japan. 

1940 In January, the new U.S. Congress had to act on five 
bills or resolutions for setting embargoes on trade 
with Japan. Seventy percent of the American public now 
favored embargoes, especially since Japan had been 
using American scrap metal to produce planes and 
weapons to terror bomb Chinese cities. President 
Roosevelt was still afraid of provoking Japan, which 
still acquired much of its oil from the U.S, into 
expanding southward to take over the oil fields in the 
Netherlands East Indies (Indonesia). Japan also 
depended on rubber, tin, and rice from Malaya 
(Malaysia) and Indochina. 

Southeast Asia had the resources Japan 
desperately needed, and Japan could take advantage of 
the power vacuum in that region because the Western 
powers were preoccupied with the war in Europe. A U.S. 
provocation of Japan would threaten all of the Western 
holdings in Asia from Hong Kong to Singapore, including 
the U.S. -held Philippine Islands, and perhaps even 
British-held India. It would open up a war in two 
oceans which neither the British nor American naval 
fleets were prepared to fight. The U.S. had to postpone 
such a war as long as possible. 

MAR. In China, Wang Ching-wei became head of the 
Japanese puppet government at Nanking called the 
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1940 "Reorganized National Government of the Republic of 
China." Despite Wang's good intentions, the Chinese 
people refused to support his regime. 

MAR. 12. Fighting ended between Finland and the Soviet 
Union, to which Finland ceded territory. 

In the spring, the Japanese Imperial Navy conducted 
large-scale map exercises to prepare Japanese forces to 
occupy the Netherlands East Indies. Military leaders 
involved in the exercises became aware that any attack 
on the East Indies would ultimately result in a long 
war with the U.S., which Japan had no chance of 
winning. They reported their conclusions to the navy 
minister and chief of staff, but the navy did not 
inform the army or government officials about them. 

APR. 9. Germany invaded Norway and Denmark. 

MAY. 10. Germany began its blitzkrieg in the 
Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg. Winston Churchill 
became prime minister of Britain. 

MAY. 12. Germany invaded France. 

MAY 14. The Netherlands surrendered to Germany. 

MAY 20. The Germany army reached the English channel. 

MAY 26. The British Expeditionary Force began its 
evacuation from Dunkirk, which lasted until June 4. 

MAY 28. Belgium surrendered to Germany. 

JUN. While France was being occupied by Germany, Japan 
gave France an ultimatum to close the railroad from 
Hanoi, Indochina (Vietnam) into China and to permit 
Japan to build a military base "for inspection 
purposes" inside Indochina. At the same time, Japan 
demanded, with threats of war, that Britain close both 
the Hong Kong border with China and the Burma Road, 
China's last supply route from the Western world. 
Britain asked the U.S. to support it if it resisted 
Japan's demand, but the U.S., which had helped Britain 
evacuate Dunkirk, did not have the resources to fight 
Japan, and Britain had to give in to Japanese demands. 
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JUN. In China, Communist (CCP) and Nationalist (KMT) 
negotiators met at Chungking and reached an agreement 
that gave the Communists freedom to operate in most 
areas north of the Yellow River, if they withdrew the 
New Fourth Army from central China. 



JUN. 9. Norway signed an armistice with Germany. 

JUN. 10. Italy declared war on Britain and France, 
entering World War II on the side of Germany. 



JUN. 


11 . 


Italy 


invaded 


France . 


JUN. 


14 . 


Paris 


fell to 


German forces. Americans could 



no longer believe that their own country was 
invulnerable from attack, and they panicked because 
the U.S. did not have adequate defenses. The U.S. War 
Department drew up plans for an army of one million 
soldiers by October 1941 and two million a year later. 
This plan meant that compulsory military service in 
peacetime would be necessary. President Roosevelt named 
to his cabinet two Republicans who strongly advocated 
the Draft, former Secretary of State Henry L. Stimson 
as Secretary of War and Colonel Frank Knox as Secretary 
of the Navy. 

JUN. 15. The Soviet Union began its occupation of 
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia. 

JUN. 16. Marshal Henri Philippe Petain replaced Paul 
Reynaud as premier of France. French and British 
colonies in Asia were now virtually unprotected. Japan 
pressured the British government and the French 
government, which had moved to Vichy, to remove their 
garrisons from the international settlements in China 
and to stop the flow of foreign aid to China through 
Burma and French Indochina. Japan pressured the Dutch 
government in the Netherlands East Indies to give it 
the colony's oil, although the Dutch, as they had done 
at the Batavia Conference of 1934, refused to yield to 
Japanese demands . 

The Japanese government had been resisting the 
pressures of the Japanese military to form an alliance 
with Germany and Italy. But after Germany occupied 
France, Japan began secret negotiations with Germany. 
Publicly, the Japanese Foreign Office now accepted the 
military policy of a "Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity 
Sphere” and agreed that "the uniting of all these 
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regions" was the "national destiny" of Japan. The 
Japanese believed that because the Allies were in a 
precarious position in Europe, they could now make the 
Allies cut off China's supply lines and thus force 
Chiang Kai-shek and the Chinese Nationalists into 
making a settlement with Japan. 

JUN. 22. French Marshal Petain signed an armistice with 
Italy. 

JUL. In Japan, the Imperial Headquarters-Cabinet 
Liaison Conference ( Daihonei Seifu Renraku Kaigi ) 
issued the "Main Principles for Coping with the 
Changing World Situation" ( Sekai Josei no Suii 
no-Tomanau Jikvoku-Shori Yoko ) , by which the Japanese 
military planned to conquer Southeast Asia. Later that 
year the Japanese government issued the "Document of 
Strengthening Relations among the Axis" ( Nichi Doku I 
Su.iiku Kvoka ni Kansuru Ken ) , which stated that Malaya, 
including the major port of Singapore, should become a 
"Life Zone" (Seizonken) of Japan, similar to the Nazi 
German concept of Lebensraum ("living space"). 

Japan intended to make Singapore, the hub of 
economic activity in Southeast Asia, its colony. 
Singapore had an overseas Chinese community of more 
than half a million, about 78 percent of Singapore's 
population, who led Southeast Asian support for Chiang 
Kai-shek and the Nationalists (KMT) on the Chinese 
mainland. Hence some Japanese military leaders wanted 
to force the overseas Chinese out of Singapore, and 
thousands of innocent Chinese were killed there for the 
"crime" of supporting China in its War of Resistance 
against Japan. 

The Japanese government renamed Singapore 
Shonan and forced it to pay $10 million to Japan. It 
also forced the overseas Chinese community in Singapore 
to collect and pay $50 million to Japan. The Japanese 
took over the British-conducted opium trade in 
Singapore to weaken Chinese resistance and to finance 
Japanese military operations. 

JUL. U.S. President Roosevelt placed before Congress a 
"total defense" program which called for an army and 
air force of 1.2 million each and a two-ocean navy 
strong enough to combat any combined powers, at a cost 
of nearly $5 billion. Congress was willing to approve 
the cost but not military conscription. 
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JUL. 6-AUG . 15. All political parties were dissolved in 
Japan and were replaced by a wartime coalition known as 
the Imperial Rule Assistance Association. Important 
decisions were now made, not by the prime minister's 
cabinet but by a Liaison Conference attended by the 
prime minister, ministers of war and the navy, foreign 
minister, and service chiefs of staff. Other government 
ministers could attend the conference only when 
invited. 

JUL. 10. The Battle of Britain opened with the first 
major air fight over the English Channel. 

JUL. 12. Britain agreed to Japan's demand to close the 
Burma Road if Japan and China did not conclude peace 
after three months of negotiations. The Chinese 
Nationalist government still refused to agree to peace 
terms with Japan. Chiang Kai-shek was angry that the 
Western powers did nothing to help China or restrain 
Japan. 

JUL. 25. The U.S. Congress placed an embargo on 
strategic materials to Japan. President Roosevelt, 
suspecting that Japan was going to enter an alliance 
with the Axis, had been afraid that an American embargo 
on Japan would cause it to make such an alliance. 
However, the U.S. had to take some action against 
Japan, both to raise China's hopes and to warn Japan to 
stop its military aggression. This embargo was a 
limited one placed on iron and steel and some grades of 
aviation fuel, but not on oil, so as not to provoke 
Japan into occupying the Netherlands East Indies. 

AUG. U.S. cryptographers broke the highest Japanese 
diplomatic code, named Purple. From then on, they were 
able to read all of the secret cable messages between 
the Japanese government in Tokyo and Japanese 
embassies, so the U.S. State Department knew everything 
that the Japanese Foreign Office was telling the 
Japanese Ambassador in Washington. The American 
crytographers gave the intercepts the code name Magic . 
U.S. Secretary of State Cordell Hull knew from Magic 
intercepts that, despite whatever Japanese Ambassador 
Ex-Admiral Nomura Kichisaburo told him, Japan was 
already preparing for war with the U.S. But there was 
still a lot that the Americans did not know because the 
U.S. Navy had not yet broken the Japanese Imperial Navy 
or Army codes 
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1940 AUG. 5. Italy invaded British Somaliland in Africa. 

In August, the Chinese Communists, who had declared 
war on Japan when they moved into Kiangsi Province, 
attacked Japanese forces in five provinces in North 
China. The Communists took this action, known as the 
"Hundred Regiments Offensive," because they feared that 
Chiang Kai-shek would make a peace settlement with 
Japan that would include a crusade against Chinese 
Communists. 400,000 troops of the Communist Eighth 
Route Army inflicted severe damages on the Japanese in 
guerrilla actions. 

The Japanese retaliated savagely against the 
Chinese people in 1941 under their new policy, known as 
the "Three All Principle" ( Senko-seisaku ) : "kill all, 
burn all, destroy all." They would surround a chosen 
area and completely destroy everything in it so that no 
one could live there. 

SEP. The U.S. Congress enacted compulsory military 
service for men between the ages of 21 and 35, with 
the proviso that they could not be required to serve 
for more than year or to serve outside the Western 
Hemisphere. Congress also approved a loan of 
$25 million to China. 

The Battle of Britain, which raged from August to 
November, reached its climax in September, 1940 when 
the German Luftwaffe under Hermann Goering nearly broke 
the power of the British Royal Air Force. The eventual 
failure of the Luftwaffe prevented Germany from 
invading the British Isles, which would probably have 
ended World War II in Europe. 

SEP. 13. Italy invaded Egypt. 

SEP. 22. The Vichy French government agreed to permit 
Japan to establish air bases and to station troops in 
French Indochina. From this position, Japan could 
attack China from the south. Japan also effectively 
closed the sea ports of Indochina. Britain retaliated 
against Japan by reopening the Burma Road, and the 
Japanese army began preparing for all-out war against 
the Western powers. The U.S. retaliated against Japan 
by cutting off supplies of oil, rubber, and steel, all 
of which were essential for the Japanese military. 

Japan sent two missions to negotiate with the Dutch 
once more for concessions in the Netherlands East 
Indies, but the Dutch agreed to provide Japan only 
small shipments of oil. 
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In 1940 Japan also established the North China 
Development Corporation, through which it acquired 
greater supplies of much-needed coal, iron, and 
chemicals. At this time, Japan was still negotiating to 
conclude an alliance with Germany and a non-aggression 
pact with the Soviet Union. 

SEP. 27. Japan joined the Axis military alliance by 
signing the Tripartite Pact with Germany and Italy. 
President Roosevelt and his advisers could see that, 
as Secretary of State Stimson recorded, the U.S. "would 
be drawn into the war eventually." 

OCT. The Chinese Nationalists asked the U.S. to send an 
air force of 500 American planes manned by American 
pilots who would fly in the service of China, and to 
provide a large loan to finance the planes. Retired 
U.S. Air Force Captain Claire Chennault had advised 
Chiang Kai-shek that these planes could destroy the 
Japanese Imperial Navy in its own bases; harass the 
shipping lanes used by Japan; prevent Japan from 
attacking Singapore, bombing the newly reopened Burma 
Road, or controlling the Chinese coast; and could even 
take the war into Japan itself. Chiang, still more 
concerned about the Chinese Communists than about the 
Japanese invaders, wanted to have an air force to build 
up his own power in China. 

OCT. 28. Italy invaded Greece. 

NOV. The U.S. Congress approved a loan of $50 million 
to China. 

NOV. 5. Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected to his third 
term as president of the U.S. He drew up a basic 
strategy with the Secretary of State Stimson and 
Secretary of War Knox, and the two services chiefs. 
General George C. Marshall of the Army and Admiral 
Harold Stark of the Navy, in the event that the U.S. 
would be forced to enter the war. They agreed that the 
U.S. would take its primary action in Europe while 
maintaining a defensive line in the Pacific. This 
"Europe first" strategy, based on the belief that 
Europe was and would always remain the center of world 
power, affected the way that the war was fought and 
had an immense effect on relations between the U.S. 
and China. 
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1940 DEC. U.S. Secretaries Stlmson, Knox, Marshall, and 
Stark agreed that the war could be won only if the U.S. 
entered it, although they had no plan for how this 
could be done. The Japanese Imperial Navy concluded, in 
the words of Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku, that "We will 
have no hope of winning unless the U.S. fleet in 
Hawaiian waters can be destroyed." Yamamoto secretly 
began to plan the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. The 
governments of the U.S. and Britain warned their 
nationals in Japan to evacuate the country. 

In 1940, Japan had been scheduled to host an 
international exhibition (World's Fair) and the 
Olympic Games, the first Asian country to be awarded 
either of these. However, because of wartime 
conditions, both were canceled. The Olympics were 
later held in Tokyo in 1964, and an international 
exhibition in Osaka, Japan in 1970. 

1941 JAN. U.S. Ambassador Joseph Grew in Tokyo was notified 
by the first secretary of the U.S. Embassy there that a 
friend had informed him that Admiral Yamamoto had 
proposed a Japanse preemptive strike on the U.S. 

Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor. 

The chiefs of staff of Britain and the U.S. 
began holding talks about the war, on the understanding 
that the U.S. Army would not commit itself to offensive 
action in the war until it was fully prepared to do so. 

1941 JAN. 4. The New Fourth Army Incident in China - The 
40th Division of the Chinese Nationalist Army 
surrounded and devastated the headquarters force of the 
Communist New Fourth Army at Maolin in Anhui Province, 
south of the Yangtze River. Chiang Kai-shek had ordered 
the New Fourth Army to move back south across the 
Yangtze from the positions it had taken north of the 
river, and had then executed his surprise attack 
against them. This was reminiscent of his surprise 
attack on the Communists in 1927, and it made the 
victims of the incident into martyrs, especially since 
the Chinese peasants knew that the Communists opposed 
the Japanese invaders but the Nationalists really did 
not. After the New Fourth Army Incident, the CCP-KMT 
United Front was only a facade, underneath which 
hostility kept growing between the two Chinese 
factions . 
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JAN. 7. Japanese Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku wrote a 
letter to Navy Minister Admiral Oikawa Kojiro in which 
he outlined his plan for a preemptive strike to destroy 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, using 
First and Second carrier divisions to blockade the 
harbor. Yamamoto thus planned to decide the fate of the 
Pacific War on the opening day. Even so, he believed 
that Japan would lose if it went to war with the U.S. 

He had been a delegate to the London Naval Conferences 
in 1930 and 1934, and he preferred that Japan adhere to 
those naval agreements. 

JAN. 15. Admiral J.O. Richardson, Commander of the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet now based in Hawaii, was replaced by 
Admiral Husband E. Kimmel . Richardson had opposed the 
fleet's move to Pearl Harbor, and had told President 
Roosevelt that civilians should not direct foreign and 
military policy. Upon arriving in Hawaii, Kimmel 
immediately wrote to Washington to complain that there 
was very little protection for the U.S. fleet there. 

JAN. 17. The Chinese Nationalists accused the Chinese 
Communists of insubordination and dissolved the New 
Fourth Army. The Communists accused the Nationalists of 
having attacked patriotic Chinese soldiers, and they 
acted on their own to build up the New Fourth Army 
north of the Yangtze River. 

JAN. 27. U.S. Ambassador Grew sent a coded message from 
Tokyo to Washington, warning of Admiral Yamamoto's 
plans to attack Pearl Harbor, but his message was not 
taken seriously and was even laughed off as "nonsense." 
The message did get to Commander Arthur McCollum, of 
the Far East Section of Naval Intelligence Operations, 
who did not believe it but forwarded it to Admiral 
Kimmel in Pearl Harbor, with the comment," The Division 
of Naval Intelligence places no credence in the 
rumors...." McCollum concluded, "Furthermore, based on 
known data regarding the present disposition and 
employment of Japanese naval and army forces, no move 
against Pearl Harbor appears imminent or planned for in 
the foreseeable future." 

FEB. Japan sent a new ambassador to the U.S., Admiral 
Nomura Kichisaburo, a moderate who held a positive 
opinion of the U.S. and hoped to negotiate a long-term 
peace. But the Americans knew, from decoding Japanese 
diplomatic messages, that the Japanese military really 
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for war with the U.S. 

FEB. 7. The Allies decisively defeated Italian forces 
at Beda Foram in Libya. 

In late February, Japanese Commander Minoru Genda, the 
air officer on the carrier Kaqa , went to Kanoya Air 
Base on Kyushu Island with a plan for a surpise attack 
on the U.S. carriers at Pearl Harbor and on land-based 
aircraft on Oahu Island, to ensure that Japan held air 
superiority from the beginning of the Pacific War. 
Minoru had adapted his attack plan from Admiral Togo 
Heihachiro's preemptive strike on the Russian Fleet at 
Port Arthur in 1904. While the Naval General Staff 
debated the plan. Admiral Yamamoto kept the Japanese 
Combined Fleet at sea, training for an attack and 
getting used to night operations so that they would 
never make a mistake in battle. 

MAR. U.S. military leaders altered their plan for war, 
known as Plan Orange. They decided that since the U.S. 
was certainly going to enter the war, the main effort 
of the U.S. and Britain must be to defeat Germany, and 
that the U.S. would keep its defensive strategy in 
Asia. They still did not want to fight Japan until they 
had more ships and a better chance of winning battles. 

In Japan, the First Bureau of the Japanese Army General 
Staff drew up the "Principles of Administration of 
Occupied Southern Areas." These stated that "Malaya is 
to be placed under Japanese rule as part of the 
Japanese Empire and Malay states are to be guided by a 
supervisory military administration." The Japanese 
treated the Malay people without harshness to keep 
their support, but they took away the authority and 
land of the Malay sultans, and forced them to obey the 
Japanese emperor and to pray to the Japanese gods at 
Shonan Jinja, a Shinto shrine they had built there. 

The Japanese also forced Malay policemen to 
turn in all Chinese in the country who opposed the 
Japanese. This affected the relationship between the 
Malays and the Chinese, who fought their own civil war 
after the end of World War II. The Chinese in Singapore 
eventually broke away from Malaya and formed their own 
country, the Republic of Singapore, in 1965. 
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MAR. 8. Japanese Ambassador Admiral Nomura and U.S. 
Secretary of State Hull began talks which lasted into 
the summer. Some historians believe that these talks 
actually prevented the two countries from seeing how 
far apart they really were. 

MAR. 11. The U.S. Lend-Lease Bill became law, and the 
U.S. began supplying war materials to Britain, the 
other Allies, and the Chinese Nationalist government. 
But Chiang Kai-shek wanted the supplies, not to fight 
the Japanese Army, which the U.S. intended, but to 
oppose the Chinese Communists. 

MAR. 16. British forces launched a counteroffensive 
against Italian forces in Somaliland, and also entered 
Ethiopia, which the Italians had occupied. 

MAR. 24. German commander Erwin Rommel, known as the 
"Desert Fox," began his first offensive in Libya. 

MAR. 31. In the U.S. the Martin-Bellinger Report was 
issued, a plan for the defense of Hawaii which assumed 
that there would be a Japanese submarine and air 
attack on the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor 

APR. ABDA ( American-British-Dutch-Australian) staff 
talks on military cooperation in the Far East were held 
at Singapore. The U.S. was still not able to commit 
itself to joint action in the war. But the U.S. and 
Britain still believed that any attack by Japan would 
be made on a place held by a European power that was 
already fighting Germany, rather than on one held by 
the U.S. 

APR. 6. Germany invaded Yugoslavia and Greece. Britain 
occupied Adis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia. 

APR. 10. The Japanese Imperial Navy organized the First 
Air Fleet, with five modern aircraft carriers, 
commanded by Vice Admiral Nagumo Chuichi . Eventually 
this fleet included six carriers, Akagi , Kaqa , Sorvu , 
Hiryu , Shokaku , and Zuikaku . Yamamoto's recognition of 
the importance of aircraft carriers had been 
underscored by the success of the raid in the 
Mediterranean Sea in 1940 by planes from a British 
carrier on the Italian fleet at Taranto, Italy. 
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APR. 13. Japan and the Soviet Union signed a five-year 
non-aggression pact, agreeing that each would remain 
neutral if the other were attacked by another power. 
Japanese Foreign Minister Matsuoka Yosuke had traveled 
to Berlin and Moscow to try to improve Japan's 
relations with the Soviet Union, so that Japan could 
stop worrying about a Soviet threat and focus on its 
interests in Asia. In Berlin, Matsuoka found that Nazi 
Germany was becoming hostile to the Soviet Union, but 
German officials, despite being allies of the Japanese, 
did not inform him that they were about to launch 
Operation Barbarossa against the Soviet Union. Thus in 
Moscow, Matsuoka had no qualms about concluding the 
Neutrality Pact, under which Japan and the Soviet Union 
agreed not to intervene if the other became involved in 
a conflict. 

However, two months after Japan and the Soviet 
Union signed the Neutrality Pact, Germany, Japan's 
ally, suddenly launched a massive attack against the 
Soviet Union. Japanese officials were angry that Hitler 
had not consulted with them beforehand. Some Japanese 
Army officers wanted to take advantage of the Soviet 
Union's predicament to defeat their old Russian enemy. 
Other officers agreed with Japanese Navy officers that 
Japan should rather continue moving southward into 
Southeast Asia, which would provide Japan with 
desperately needed resources and bases to build up its 
military defenses. The Navy won the argument by the end 
of June. 

In the spring of 1941, the U.S. and British governments 
gave the second warning to their nationals residing in 
Japan to evacuate the country. By this time, the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet had completed its move from San Diego to 
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. 

MAY. 24. The German ship Bismarck sank the British 
battlecruiser Hood . 

MAY 27. The British sank the Bismarck . President 
Roosevelt proclaimed a national emergency in the U.S. 
due to the desperate situation for the Allies in Europe 
and Africa. 

In May, the Japanese Navy had more ships of every type 
than the U.S. Navy. Japan had 10 battleships, 10 
aircraft carriers, 18 heavy cruisers, 17 light 
cruisers, 111 destroyers, and 64 submarines. The U.S. 
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Pacific and Asiatic fleets together had a total of 9 
battleships, 3 carriers, 13 heavy cruisers, 11 light 
cruisers, 80 destroyers, and 55 submarines. The U.S. 
war plan thus could not include a major naval battle 
with Japan at this point in time, and it expected to 
lose the western Pacific and the Philippine Islands in 
the first phase if war broke out. 

The U.S. plan to win a war with Japan, 
developed in collaboration with Britain, was based on 
long-term fighting across the central Pacific. U.S. 
President Roosevelt still believed that Nazi Germany 
under Adolf Hitler posed the greatest threat to the 
world and had to be defeated first. Roosevelt hence did 
not support military requests to strengthen U.S. 
defenses in the Pacific Ocean and Alaska. By 1941, 

U.S. ships were actively helping Britain fight German 
U-boats and were escorting British convoys along part 
of the route across the Atlantic Ocean. 

JUN. Japanese Air Commander Genda Minoru began an 
intensive torpedo training program at Kagoshima Bay on 
Kyushu Island, which is similar to Pearl Harbor, with 
very shallow water. Japanese fliers practiced dropping 
torpedoes for short runs in shallow water without being 
told the reason for the training. 

JUN. 15. German forces defeated the British 
counteroffensive into Libya. 

JUN. 22. Germany, Italy, and Rumania declared war on 
the Soviet Union. The Japanese cabinet decided not to 
join Germany in attacking the Soviet Union, but to 
concentrate on Japan's expansion southward to gain raw 
materials . 

JUN. 25. Germany began its full-scale invasion of the 
Soviet Union without informing its ally, Japan. The 
Europeans thought that Germany would defeat the Soviet 
Union in one-three months. Japan had to decide whether 
to honor the Tripartite Pact it had signed with Germany 
and Italy or the Neutrality Agreement it had recently 
signed with the Soviet Union. Japanese Foreign Minister 
Matsuoka argued that Japan should maintain solidarity 
with Germany and immediately attack the Soviet Union. 
But his proposal would force Japan to give up its plans 
to expand southward to take over the oil fields in the 
Netherlands East Indies, and so Japanese officials 
decided to honor Japan's Neutrality Agreement with the 
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cabinet and was replaced by Konoe Fumimaro . 

JUIi. U.S. Colonel William E. Farthing, commander of the 
Fifth Bombardment Group at Hickam Field in Hawaii, 
prepared an air force staff report on the air defense 
of the Hawaiian Islands, known as the Farthing Report . 
His plan called for the use of bombardment aviation to 
defend Hawaii. This report was correct about the 
Japanese attack plan, but the U.S. did not have enough 
bombers to defend Pearl Harbor. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hull and Japanese 
Ambassador Nomura were still holding talks in 
Washington, but they made no progress because of the 
China issue. Japan wanted a settlement that would make 
China a colony of Japan, but the U.S. refused to agree 
to this demand. 

JUL. 12. Britain and the Soviet Union signed a treaty 
assuring that Britain would aid the Soviet Union. 

JUL. 24. Japan occupied southern Indochina (Vietnam), 
completing its occupation of the country. The Vichy 
French government appealed to the U.S. and Germany for 
help, but neither country came to its aid. Japan forced 
France to sign a second agreement, which allowed Japan 
to use eight airfields and a naval base at Cam Ranh Bay 
and Saigon. This put Japanese planes in striking 
distance of Malaya, the Netherlands East Indies, and 
the Philippine Islands. The agreement also gave 
Japanese forces unlimited access in Indochina. Japan 
sent 50,000 troops into the country, and they quickly 
invaded Siam (Thailand) . 

The U.S. government realized that it had to 
enact an oil embargo on Japan. When Japanese troops 
occupied Saigon and Danang in Indochina, President 
Roosevelt issued an executive order freezing all 
Japanese fund and assets in the U.S., and government 
officials rejected all applications for exports of oil 
and gas to Japan. The U.S. also closed its ports to 
Japanese trade, thus stopping all trade between the 
U.S. and Japan. 

Japan was stunned because it now had to give up 
its goal of defeating Chiang Kai-shek in China or else 
immediately find a new source for oil and other 
strategic commodities; in 1940, 80 percent of its oil 
had come from the U.S. The only sources now available 
to Japan were Malaya and the Netherlands East Indies. 
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Japanese officials knew that if their military moved on 
the East Indies, they would cause war to break out 
between Japan and the U.S. 

Japanese Prime Minister Konoe Fumimaro proposed 
to resolve the dilemma by offering to meet secretly 
with President Roosevelt. But many Japanese military 
leaders had already decided that war between the U.S. 
and Japan was inevitable. The Japanese general staffs 
began to prepare for war, while giving Konoe permission 
to meet with Roosevelt as long as Konoe agreed to go to 
war with the U.S. if Roosevelt "did not interpret 
correctly the emperor's true intentions." 

Roosevelt recalled the Army of the Philippine 
Commonwealth into the service of the U.S. He also 
recalled to active service General Douglas MacArthur, a 
former U.S. army chief of staff who had been serving as 
military adviser to the Philippine government for five 
years. MacArthur was appointed the commanding general 
of a new organization, "U.S. Army Forces, Far East 
(USAFFE)," comprising the Philippine Army and all U.S. 
Army units in the islands. MacArthur recommended that 
U.S. forces be increased to defend the islands against 
the Japanese. He argued that this could be done with 
B-17 bombers, nicknamed "Flying Fortresses," which had 
the capability to attack naval operations in Japan from 
a base in the Philippines. The U.S. had to postpone war 
with Japan until it could equip the base and provide 
enough bombers . 

JUL . 26. The U.S. government froze all Japanese assets 
in the U.S. on the grounds that Japan's occupation of 
Indochina showed that it intended "to pursue a policy 
of force and conquest" and was a step leading to "the 
seizure of additional territories" in Asia. Britain and 
the Netherlands also froze all Japanese assets and 
placed an embargo on exports to Japan. Japanese Prime 
Minister Konoe proposed a secret meeting to President 
Roosevelt, who insisted that Japan make concessions 
regarding China before they could meet. Negotiations 
did not progress because Japan refused to budge on 
China . 

Japanese military leaders had wanted to wait until 1942 
to attack the U.S. but knew they could not delay much 
longer because they urgently had to acquire oil. 

JUL. 30. One plane in a formation of Japanese naval 
planes flying over Chungking, China, broke out of 
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formation and bombed the American gunboat Tutuila , 
which flew a large American flag. The bomb just 
missed the gunboat. U.S. officials protested the action 
through Japanese Admiral Nomura. The Japanese Imperial 
Navy claimed that it had not authorized the attack and 
that the pilot had acted on his own. The Japanese Navy 
apologized and the U.S. accepted the apology, but 
neither side meant it. 

The U.S. was still trying to avoid war with 
Japan so that it could build up its defenses. Roosevelt 
was also concerned about providing help in the Atlantic 
Ocean against German submarine attacks on British 
ships, which threatened Britain's ability to keep 
fighting the war. 

JUL. 31. The Japanese government sent a message to its 
ambassador in Germany, whose leaders were angry that 
Japan had done nothing to help Germany, even though 
Japan had earlier promised to attack the Soviet Union. 

A copy of the message was sent to Ambassador Nomura in 
Washington and was intercepted by the Magic decoding 
machine. In it, the Americans read that Japan, with 
regard to the disruption of its commercial and economic 
relations with other countries, "cannot endure it much 
longer." The message contained the whole Japanese war 
plan for moving south to "break the chain of 
encirclement," starting with the occupation of French 
Indochina. 

At that time, Japanese Prime Minister Konoe was 
trying hard to obtain a meeting with President 
Roosevelt, but the Americans did not believe anything 
he said. They did not realize that there were two 
completely opposed factions in the Japanese government: 
the cabinet, which represented the emperor and really 
did want to make peace with the U.S.; and the military, 
which in fact controlled the government through the 
minister of war in the prime minister's cabinet. 

In the summer of 1941 the U.S. Army faced the imminent 
end of its one-year Draft and the consequent loss of 
the many soldiers and reserve officers who had been 
trained for a whole year. Secretaries Marshall and 
Stimson wanted to extend the Draft, and Congress took 
up the debate. Marshall, accused by some of 
"militarism" and "warmongering," was able to persuade 
Congress to pass the bill extending the Draft; the 
House of Representatives passed it by one vote, 

203-202 . 
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AUG. U.S. President Roosevelt and British Prime 
Minister Churchill met at the Atlantic Conference. They 
did not invite Chiang Kai-shek because he was known to 
leak secret information, and this greatly offended 
Chiang. Britain, the Netherlands, and the Soviet Union, 
still had not made Chiang Kai-shek an ally; the U.S. 
still did not give him priority; and he was not invited 
to ABDA ( American-British-Dutch-Australian) staff talks 
at Singapore. 

AUG. 1. Japanese Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku issued an 
order for complete war organization. 

AUG . 5 . The Japanese Imperial Navy issued orders to 
the fleet to prepare for war and to be on a war 
readiness basis by October 1, 1941. 

SEP. The Japanese Naval General Staff ordered the 
construction of a model of the Hawaiian island of Oahu 
for war games, which they usually held in Japan every 
October but held earlier in 1941 so that Admiral 
Yamamoto could demonstrate his plan for a surprise 
attack on Pearl Harbor. 

The U.S. and Britain gave the final warning to 
their nationals in Japan to evacuate the country. 

SEP. 3. A Japanese Liaison Conference concluded that 
"if by the early part of October there is still no 
prospect of being able to obtain our demands, we shall 
immediately decide to open hostilities against the 
U.S., Great Britain and the Netherlands." Japan would 
continue negotiating with the U.S. while at the same 
time making preparations for war. Emperor Hirohito was 
skeptical about this policy because the Japanese 
military was still seriously bogged down in China. 

Even though Admiral Yamamoto had planned the 
strategy for the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Yamamoto knew that if Japan went to war with the U.S., 
Japan would eventually be defeated. He had studied 
English at Harvard University in the 1920's and had 
traveled throughout the U.S., and had returned there 
several years later as Japanese naval attache, so he 
knew from direct experience about the power and 
resources of the U.S. 

SEP. 6. At an Imperial Conference held in Tokyo to 
ratify Japan's offensive military policy. Emperor 
Hirohito broke the silence he traditionally maintained 
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at such conferences. He read a poem about peace that 
Emperor Meiji, his grandfather, had written, and stated 
that he hoped Japan would experience peace in his own 
lifetime. Military leaders promised the emperor that 
Japan would make every effort to reach a diplomatic 
agreement with the U.S. and would turn to war only as a 
last resort. 

SEP. 8. Germany laid siege to Leningrad (St. 

Petersburg) in the Soviet Onion. The terrible siege 
lasted 900 days, and it is estimated that more than one 
million Russians in the city died from starvation, and 
that several hundred thousand more were killed by 
bombs or gunfire. The total of number of deaths during 
the siege alone was far greater than the total deaths 
suffered by the U.S. and Britain during the entire war, 
which was nearly 800,000. 

SEP. 11. Admiral Yamamoto and the staff of the Japanese 
Combined Fleet met in a room at the Imperial Naval 
Staff College, where they conducted "tabletop" 
exercises to run through the planned attack on Pearl 
Harbor. About 30 officers from various imperial naval 
commands held exercises for nine hours every day from 
September 12-16, dividing into two teams, one 
representing Japan and one the enemy. The exercises 
covered the entire Japanese plan for war, including 
attacks on Malaya, the Philippine Islands, the 
Netherlands East Indies, and Hawaii, which they saved 
for the last day. 

After analyzing the results of the war games, 
some officers thought that Yamamoto's plan for attack 
was too risky, as did the Operations Section of 
Naval General headquarters. But all members of the 
Japanese Naval High Command knew that Japan's economic 
situation was desperate and that Japan would have to 
go to war in the next six months, or the military would 
have no oil with which to fight the U.S. 

SEP. 19. Germany captured Kiev, the capital of Ukraine 
in the Soviet Union. 

In September, the U.S. government realized that the 
country would soon have to enter the war. The Joint 
Army and Navy Board, headed by General Marshall and 
Admiral Stark, officially stated that Germany could not 
be defeated unless the U.S. joined the Allies, and that 
Britain and the Netherlands "probably could not 
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successfully withstand" a Japanese attack on Malaya or 
the East Indies without military assistance. Hence the 
U.S. faced war "simultaneously against Germany and 
Japan" and had to establish a program for the 
production of airplanes, ships, and weapons. The Joint 
Board still supported the strategic decision to defeat 
Germany first, while providing material support for 
"Chinese offensive against [Japanese] forces of 
occupation." Britain agreed with this strategy, 
although China did not. 

In late September, Admiral Yamamoto met in Tokyo with 
Admiral Nagano Osami , Chief of the Imperial Naval 
Staff, to try to convince him that Japan should not 
prepare for war. Nagano told Yamamoto that Japan would 
definitely go to war. Yamamoto advised him that the 
only way for Japan to confront the U.S. should be a 
surprise air attack that would eliminate the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor. In fact, this strategy 
had been outlined as early as 1936 in a paper issued by 
the Japanese Naval War College on "Strategy and Tactics 
in Operations against the United States." Captain 
Kuroshima Kameto, now Yamamoto's operations officer, 
had taken part in that War College study. 

OCT. Admiral Yamamoto threatened to resign if his plans 
for a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor were not 
approved, and Admiral Nagumo finally approved them. 
Japanese Army and Navy leaders wanted to begin the war 
by early November, before winter weather conditions 
set in. 

OCT. 2. Admiral Nagumo gathered the senior officers 
of the First Air Fleet aboard the carrier Kaqa , his 
temporary flagship, and informed them of the Pearl 
Harbor mission. By October 10, the ships, pilots, and 
other men who would undertake the mission began to 
assemble. The Japanese Imperial Army and Navy High 
Commands in Tokyo had also concluded that Japan would 
gain nothing from further negotiations with the U.S. 

The only option they saw was to go to war. 

OCT. 12. Japanese Prime Minister Konoe Fumimaro met 
with the four most important members of his cabinet, 

War Minister Tojo, Foreign Minister Toyoda, Navy 
Minister Oikawa, and the President of the Planning 
Board, Suzuki. The Army and Navy ministers told Konoe 
that Japan must go to war, and that if he did not 
agree, he must resign. 
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OCT. 16. Konoe Fumimaro was forced to resign as prime 
minister of Japan, which surprised and upset Emperor 
Hirohlto. U.S. President Roosevelt canceled his 
scheduled cabinet meeting and met with ranking U.S. 
defense officials, who felt that war with Japan was 
imminent. Admiral Kimmel in Hawaii alerted U.S. 
submarines to be ready to sail to Japanese waters on 
short notice and sent several submarines on war patrols 
to detect an enemy fleet. U.S. planes were dispatched 
to Midway and Wake islands in the Pacific Ocean to make 
daily patrols. Admiral Kimmel reinforced all the U.S. 
military bases in the Pacific, at Wake, Midway, Guam, 
and Palmyra islands, with marines, planes, and weapons. 
He put cruisers and battleships on alert against 
possible Japanese attack. However, Admiral Stark, Chief 
of U.S. Naval Operations, still believed that Japan did 
not plan to attack the U.S. 

OCT. 17. General To jo ("Razor") Hideki , Minister of 
War, became Prime Minister of Japan. He began a general 
mobilization and the planning of war strategy, under 
the Japanese policy of building a "New Order in East 
Asia" based on the national principle of "Eight Corners 
of the World under One Roof" ( Hakko ichiu ) . 

In October the U.S. sent an American Military Mission 
to China (AMMISCA) , led by General John Magruder and 
staffed by several language officers. If the U.S. went 
to war, this mission was also to serve as liaison for 
strategic planning and general cooperation to the 
Chinese Nationalist government. 

NOV. The American Volunteer Group (AVG) , or "Flying 
Tigers," reached Burma to begin training under Claire 
Chennault, whom Chiang Kai-shek had promoted to 
Colonel in the Chinese Nationalist Air Force in 1938. 

The Japanese celebrated Kiqensetsu , the 2600th 
anniversary of the founding of Japan according to 
Shinto mythology. 

In Tokyo, an Imperial Headquarters-Cabinet Liaison 
Conference decided on the "Main Principles for Occupied 
Areas in Southeast Asia" ( Nampo Senryochi Gyosei Jishi 
Yorvo ) . It also decided on the "Main Principles for 
Occupied Areas" after Japan completed its military 
operations to the south ( Nampo sakusen ni Tomonau 
Senryochi Tochi Yoko ) . The principles stated that 
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of peace, the acquisition of military materials, and 
support for its military government. 

NOV. 1. The Japanese ship Taiyo Maru entered Honolulu 
Harbor in Oahu, Hawaii, supposedly to pick up Japanese 
nationals to return home but actually to spy on naval 
conditions in the harbor. The Japanese consular staff 
transmitted to the ship's captain all of the 
information it had gathered on the 0.S. Pacific Fleet 
at Pearl Harbor . The crew of the Taiyo Maru observed 
U.S. army and navy patrol flights around Hawaii, 
including the types and numbers of planes and their 
formations . 

NOV. 2. All the Japanese naval ships that would take 
part in the attack on Pearl Harbor were gathered in 
Ariake Bay on the western coast of Kyushu Island. The 
following day, Admiral Nagumo told the ship captains 
some details of the secret mission. 

NOV. 3. Japanese Commander Fuchida staged a practice 
"air raid" to simulate the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
which was then critiqued by military officials. 

NOV. 5. The Japanese Privy Council met for five hours 
in the presence of Emperor Hirohito and agreed to 
continue negotiations with the U.S. government in 
Washington while at the same time preparing for war. 

If the negotiations did not succeed by the end of 
November, then the military would be prepared to 
attack the U.S. The council also agreed that Japan 
would try to persuade Germany and Italy to join the war 
against the U.S. 

The Imperial Headquarters made its final plans 
to occupy the rest of Southeast Asia, including Burma, 
Siam (Thailand), Malaya, the Philippine Islands, and 
the Netherlands East Indies; to occupy the American 
bases at Guam and Wake islands; and to devastate the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor by following Admiral 
Yamamoto's plan for a surprise attack. 

That day the Taiyo Maru sailed from Honolulu 
for Japan, along the northern Pacific route that 
Admiral Nagumo ' s Pearl Harbor Striking Force would take 
to Hawaii. The ship's crew observed that there were no 
planes in the sky over Midway Island, only weak air 
patrols north and west of Hawaii, and no other ships on 
the route. Back in Japan, the ship's officers were 
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taken to the Naval General Staff for debriefing. 
Lieutenant Commander Suzuki delivered the information 
to Admiral Nagumo and his staff. Nagumo's flagship, the 
aircraft carrier Akagi , led nine new Japanese 
destroyers; two battleships, the Hiei and Kirishima ; 
the heavy cruisers Tone and Chikuma; and five other 
carriers, the Kaqa , Sorvu , Hiryu , Shokaku , and Zuikaku . 

NOV. 9. Admiral Nagumo issued Striking Force Operations 
Order Number One, which ordered that the force would 
complete its preparations for the Pearl Harbor attack 
by November 20 and assemble at Hitokappu Bay in the 
Kurile Islands north of Japan. 

NOV. 11. The Japanese Third Submarine Squadron sailed 
from Saeki Bay for Pearl Harbor by a southern route 
that went through Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands. 

NOV. 13. The Akagi sailed from Kyushu to Yokosuka, a 
natural harbor at the mouth of Tokyo Bay, where the 
fighter planes and flying officer went aboard. Prior to 
the departure. Admirals Yamamoto and Ugaki , who had 
traveled to Yokosuka by train from Tokyo, joined the 
final conference of leaders of the Pearl Harbor mission 
aboard the Nagato . 

NOV. 15. Leaders of the Japanese Imperial Army, Navy, 
and government met at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo to 
brief Emperor Hirohito on the Pearl Harbor attack and 
the Southern Operation. The emperor already knew about 
Pearl Harbor, so they concentrated on the Southern 
Operation, which entailed the Japanese occupation of 
Malaya, the Philippine Islands, Hong Kong, and then the 
Netherlands East Indies. 

NOV. 17. The Japanese Pearl Harbor Striking Force moved 
out to sea, two or three ships at a time, constantly 
training as they sailed. They maintained no radio 
contact so that they would not be detected. 

NOV. 18. Japanese submarines left Kure for Pearl 
Harbor. The same day, British forces launched an 
offensive against German forces in Libya. 

By mid-November, the Japanese fleet was using a highly 
active system of false radio messages that gave false 
locations for Japanese ships. This completely confused 
the U.S. Office of Naval Intelligence, which was 



161 




1941 tracking Japanese ship movements. The Japanese Striking 
Force, which was sailing unexpectedly north to the 
Kurile Islands and would sail from there to strike 
Hawaii, was not detected by U.S. intelligence. 

Japan sent Admiral Saburo Kurusu to Washington 
to help Ambassador Admiral Nomura in his negotiations 
with the U.S., but did so only to deceive the U.S. 
government. In fact, Nomura himself did not know about 
the Japanese military's plans to attack Pearl Harbor, 
and was only informed of the surprise attack after it 
happened . 

In talks with Ambassador Nomura, the U.S. had 
proposed that Japan withdraw all of its troops from 
China, Manchuria, and Indochina, but Japan rejected 
these terms. Nomura made the final Japanese offer to 
the U.S. government, under which Japan would stop its 
military expansion in Southeast Asia and would promise 
to leave Indochina if the U.S. would reopen trade with 
Japan and stop providing military assistance to China. 

President Roosevelt and Secretary of State 
Hull wanted to buy time for the U.S. to prepare for 
war and arm the Philippines, so they considered making 
a comparable offer to Japan. However, Britain, the 
Netherlands, and Australia strongly protested such an 
offer. In its place, the U.S. gave Japan a 10-point 
proposal for peace in Asia, which included the complete 
Japanese evacuation of China and Indochina, and the end 
of Manchukuo, the Japanese puppet regime in Manchuria. 
Japan rejected this proposal. 

NOV. 20. The Japanese ambassadors in Washington made a 
new proposal to U.S. negotiators. They demanded all the 
oil they wanted, and in exchange, Japan would promise 
not to launch any attacks anywhere; but the U.S. would 
also have to stop supporting Chiang Kai-shek in China. 
The Americans completely rejected these demands. 

NOV. 22. All the ships of the Pearl Harbor Striking 
Force were now in Hitokappu Bay on the southern coast 
of Etorofu in the Kurile Islands. Admiral Nagumo held 
an intelligence briefing to provide the latest 
information about the U.S. Pacific Fleet. 

NOV. 23. Admiral Nagumo held a special conference 
aboard the Akaqi at which he informed the captains of 
all the Striking Force ships for the first time that 
their mission was to attack the U.S. Pacific Fleet at 
Pearl Harbor. Commander Fuchida Mitsuo gave similar 
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briefings to the fighter pilots. From this point on, 
all members of the Striking Force would be completely 
cut off from any contact with Japan, unless there was 
an emergency. 

NOV. 26. The Striking Force left Hitokappu Bay in the 
Kuriles and sailed east into the North Pacific Ocean. 
The ships kept complete radio silence, not even 
transmitting any messages on low-power ship-to-ship 
channels. Farther south, Japanese submarines were 
sailing from the Marshall Islands for Hawaii, with the 
mission to attack any warships trying to enter or leave 
Pearl Harbor. Eleven of the 27 submarines carried small 
aircraft, and six of them carried two-man midget 
submarines, which had the mission of sneaking into 
Pearl Harbor and hitting ships at anchor with 
torpedoes . 

On this date, U.S. Secretary of State Cordell 
Hull delivered to Japanese Ambassadors Nomura and 
Kurusu a list of 10 absolute preconditions that Japan 
had to meet before the U.S. would consider lifting the 
oil embargo or reopening trade. The ambassadors could 
not agree to the preconditions, and they left the 
Department of State building angry and frustrated. The 
U.S. government now knew that Japan might launch an 
attack, but did not expect it to be on Hawaii. The U.S. 
Army ordered half of the P-40 fighter planes of the 
Army Air Force to Wake and Midway islands, and promised 
to send a new contingent of B-17's to the Philippines. 

NOV. 27. The U.S. government in Washington issued a 
warning of war, because its negotiations with Japan had 
abruptly ended, although everyone still felt that if 
Japan did act, it would attack Malaya or the 
Philippines. Admiral H.R. Stark, Chief of Naval 
Operations, sent an urgent message to the U.S. admirals 
in the Pacific: "This dispatch is to be considered a 
war warning. An aggressive move by Japan is expected in 
the next few days.... [the evidence] indicates an 
amphibious expedition against either the Philippines, 
Thai or Kra Peninsula or possibly Borneo." The warning 
did not mention Hawaii. 

Admiral Kimmel in Hawaii asked his plans 
officer. Captain C.A. McMorrls, what he thought of the 
possibility of Japanese attack there; he replied, 
"None." For months, the intelligence offices in Pearl 
Harbor had received numerous reports of submarine 
sightings and spying that had proved to be false, so 
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they were reluctant to believe that a real attack was 
possible . 

General George C. Marshall in Washington did 
send a message to General Walter Short in Hawaii, 
ordering him to expect that anything could happen at 
any moment and to act accordingly. Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull wrote to Secretary of War Henry L. 

Stimson, "I have washed my hands of it and [the tense 
situation between Japan and the U.S.] is now in the 
hands of you and [Secretary of the Navy] Knox, the Army 
and Navy . " 

NOV. 28. President Roosevelt met with Secretary of 
State Hull, Secretary of War Stimson, General Marshall, 
Admiral Stark, and the service secretaries. Stimson 
reported that a large Japanese expeditionary force had 
sailed south from Shanghai. If this force were to sail 
around the southern tip of Indochina and land at 
Bangkok or some other harbor in the Gulf of Siam 
(Thailand) , the Japanese could strike hard at all three 
of the major foreign powers: Britain at Singapore, the 
Netherlands in the East Indies, and the U.S. in the 
Philippines. Everyone agreed that Roosevelt should send 
Emperor Hirohito a personal appeal for peace. Roosevelt 
would also deliver a special message to warn members of 
the U.S. Congress of the latest threat from Japan. 

Admiral William F. Halsey sailed the U.S. 
carrier Enterprise out of Pearl Harbor with its task 
force of cruisers and destroyers. He left the 
battleships, which were slower, in the harbor, where 
the water was so shallow that no one thought the 
Japanese could attack them with torpedoes. All the 
American carrier task forces were at sea, and they 
sent out air searches for the enemy. PBY-5 patrol 
bombers scouted the southern and western routes to 
Hawaii every morning and evening. A unit of PBY-5' s 
also searched the route between Midway and Wake 
islands. During the week before the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor, U.S. Navy air searches covered two 
million square miles of the Pacific Ocean but did not 
spot one Japanese plane. However, they did not search 
the northern region because they did not expect an 
attack from that direction. 

NOV. 30. Prince Takamatsu, Emperor Hirohito's younger 
brother, who had joined the Japanese Imperial Navy and 
had been appointed to the operations section of Naval 
General Staff, visited Hirohito. He informed the 
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with the U.S. for many months. Hirohito was shocked by 
this news, because his advisers had been telling him 
the opposite. He called in the Marquis Kido, who 
advised Hirohito to ask for the truth from Navy 
Minister Admiral Shimada and Navy Chief of Staff 
Admiral Nagano. The admirals told the emperor that the 
navy had not wanted to go to war, and did not believe 
that Japan could defeat the U.S. "But we are better 
prepared for fighting now than we will be a year from 
now." In their opinion, Japan could strike some blows 
against the U.S. and then offer to make a peace 
settlement which would also resolve the issue of 
Japan's control over China. 

U.S. intelligence experts decrypted a message 
from the Japanese government in Tokyo to the Japanese 
ambassador in Berlin, Germany, telling him to inform 
Nazi leaders that "war may suddenly break out" between 
Japan and the U.S. and Britain. American, British, and 
Dutch intelligence in Southeast Asia had been reporting 
that Japan was building up troops in Taiwan and 
Indochina, and 21 Japanese transports were reported in 
Cam Ranh Bay in Indochina. The three Western powers had 
held talks but had not yet decided on a common strategy 
in case war broke out with Japan, partly because the 
U.S. had not yet committed itself. 

DEC. President Roosevelt informed British Ambassador 
Lord Halifax that if Japan struck British or Dutch 
territory, "we should obviously all be together." Two 
days later he explicitly told him that he meant that 
the U.S. would supply "armed support" if Japan attacked 
Malaya, the Netherlands East Indies, or Siam 
(Thailand) . 

DEC. 1. Japanese cabinet and military leaders held 
their last Imperial Conference in the Imperial Palace 
in Tokyo before the war began. An Imperial Council once 
again voted that Japan should go to war with the U.S. 
if it proved necessary. President Roosevelt appealed to 
Emperor Hirohito one more time without success. U.S. 
Navy cryptographers in Washington deciphered a message 
from Japan that included a copy of the message to the 
Japanese ambassador in Berlin to inform Nazi German 
leaders that war would soon break out between Japan and 
Western powers. But the U.S. Navy did not send this 
information to Admiral Kimmel in Pearl Harbor. 
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DEC. 2. Emperor Hirohlto summoned Admiral Yamamoto for 
an audience. By then, Admiral Nagumo's Striking Force 
had sailed about half the distance to Hawaii, still 
maintaining complete radio silence. The Japanese Fourth 
Fleet under Admiral Shigeyoshi Inoue was sailing to the 
Bonin Islands. Three days later it would head for 
U.S.-held Guam Island, which Japan would attack after 
Pearl Harbor. The Japanese Second Fleet under Admiral 
Rondo Nobutake was about to sail south from the 
Pescadore Islands, to escort troops and launch an 
Japanese invasion of the Philippines and Malaya, and 
then the Netherlands East Indies, and to prepare to 
invade Timor and Burma. 

Admiral Ozawa Jisaburo was headed to Hainan 
Island to escort a Japanese Army force under General 
Yamashita Tomoyuke to Siam and Malaya. A southern 
invasion force under Admiral Korekiyu Takahashi was 
also in the Pescadores, waiting to invade the 
Philippines with 100 ships. Admiral Takeo Takagi led 
the Philippines Support Force to Palau, an island 500 
miles east of the southern Philippines, where he waited 
to join the attack. 

All of these forces were waiting for the signal 
from Admiral Nagumo that his Striking Force had 
successfully attacked the U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl 
Harbor, upon which they would attack their targets. If 
he did not send the signal, they would do nothing. 

On December 2, the Imperial Naval Staff in 
Tokyo sent a message to Admiral Yamamoto's flagship 
that the decision for war had been made, and that an 
order for the date and time would follow. Rear Admiral 
Ukagi Matome, Yamamoto's chief of staff, sent a radio 
message in code to all the Japanese fleets at sea. The 
only thing that would now prevent Admiral Nagumo from 
striking Pearl Harbor would be success in the 
diplomatic negotiations in Washington, D.C., but this 
was virtually impossible. 

The Japanese Foreign Office sent messages to 
all of its consuls and diplomats in North America, 
Canada, Panama, Cuba, the Philippines, the South Seas, 
and British and Dutch territories to quietly destroy 
their codebooks and secret documents. Japanese Foreign 
Office outposts in London, Hong Kong, Singapore, and 
Manila in the Philippines destroyed their Purple coding 
machines . 

DEC. 4. Japan rejected the U.S. proposal for a peaceful 
settlement. In Tokyo, a Conference in the Presence of 
Emperor Hirohito decided to initiate hostilities 
against the U.S. on December 7. 
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DEC. 5. A Japanese submarine carrying a midget two-man 
submarine entered Hawaiian waters. The same day, 

Germany stopped its advance on Moscow in the Soviet 
Union. 

DEC. 6. President Roosevelt told British Ambassador 
Lord Halifax that he still hoped that Emperor Hirohito 
might respond to his appeal to avoid war between Japan 
and the U.S. By this time, the Pearl Harbor Striking 
Force had turned south toward the Hawaiian island of 
Oahu. Japanese planes in Taiwan and Indochina were 
preparing to launch attacks against the Philippines and 
Malaya, and Japanese convoys were sailing close to 
Siam. A small Japanese task force sat near Guam, and a 
large one was at Kwajalein in the Marshall Islands, 
ready to attack Wake Island. 

That morning. Admiral Nagumo, aboard his 
flagship Akaqi in the Pacific, had been sent a final 
report on the U.S. fleet at Pearl Harbor from the 
Japanese consulate at Hawaii, relayed through Tokyo. 

The consul reported that there were nine battleships 
(although there were actually eight) and a large number 
of smaller warships. However, none of the three U.S. 
carriers were in the harbor, and the Japanese had no 
idea where they were . Nagumo was concerned about the 
carriers and asked his staff whether he should give up 
the attack, but they persuaded him to proceed. 

At 11:30 AM the Striking Force changed course 
toward Hawaii and increased its speed to 20 knots. 

The flagship Akaqi raised the flag flown by Admiral 
Togo Heihachiro at the Battle of Tsushima when he 
defeated the Russian Baltic Fleet off Port Arthur in 
1904. Yamamoto signaled a final message through the 
fleet: "The rise and fall of the Emperor depends upon 
this battle. Every man will do his duty." 

At 3:00 PM in Honolulu, Takeo Yoshikawa, a 
Japanese naval intelligence officer who had been in 
Hawaii for a month spying on the U.S. fleet, took a 
taxi to Aiea and the Pearl City pier to observe Pearl 
Harbor. He then sent a special coded message to Tokyo 
through the Japanese consulate, giving current 
information about the U.S. Pacific Fleet and affirming 
that no U.S. planes were making aerial reconnaisance of 
Oahu Island. He stated: "Ships in port on December 6 
are nine battleships, three light cruisers, and two 
destroyers in the docks. All heavy cruisers and 
carriers are out of the harbor." The code had been 
devised by Dr. Bernard Julius Otto Huehn, a German 
agent who also served as a Japanese agent at Hawaii. 
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Akaqi and five other carriers of the Japanese Air Fleet 
turned east into the wind. Twenty minutes later the 
Akaqi raised and quickly lowered a triangular flag with 
a white circle on a red background, and the first Zero 
fighter plane took off from the flagship. 

Two events at Hawaii that morning should have 
served as warnings of the Japanese attack but were 
disregarded by U.S. commanders. First, the U.S. 
destroyer Ward saw a submarine conning tower and 
launched a direct hit, but U.S. naval headquarters at 
Pearl Harbor declared that this had been a false 
sighting of a submarine. In fact, the Ward had actually 
sunk a midget submarine from the Japanese Advance 
Expeditionary Force. Second, two U.S. Army privates 
operating a radar unit at Opana on northern Oahu Island 
reported a sighting that appeared to be a large number 
of planes headed for Oahu Island. However, this was 
dismissed by the Army Aircraft Warning Center at Fort 
Shatter, east of Pearl Harbor. Lieutenant Kermit Tyler, 
the officer in charge at the warning center, replied to 
the privates about their sighting, "Well, don't worry 
about it." 

This disregard of the radar warning allowed the 
Japanese Striking Force to accomplish its mission. No 
one had thought that Japan would conduct such a daring 
and risky raid in the Pacific Ocean 3,300 miles east of 
Japan. At 7:49 A.M. , Commander Fuchida gave the signal 
to attack. His planes included 49 Nakajima-97 single- 
engine bombers, 40 torpedo bombers, 51 Aichi dive 
bombers, and 43 Mitsubishi Type-0 Fighters, known as 
"Zeroes." The first attack was made on the planes at 
the Kaneohe Naval Air Station on Oahu's northern shore. 
Twenty-one Zero fighters hit Ewa Field and destroyed 
half of the planes parked there. 

A total of 94 U.S. ships sat in Pearl Harbor, 
which is only three miles square, including nine 
cruisers and 31 destroyers. There were seven ships on 
"Battleship Row" and an eighth in drydock. Mitsuo 
Fuchida, who commanded the Japanese airborne attack, 
stated afterward that "Never, even in the deepest 
peace," had he seen such an unprotected target. The 
Americans were totally unprepared, especially since it 
was a Sunday morning and many Americans were relaxing. 
Church bells were ringing for 8:00 A.M. services. 

Japanese bombers and fighter planes hit the 
U.S. planes parked at Wheeler Field north of Pearl 
Harbor and the hangars and patrol planes on Ford 
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Island. At Hickham Field, more U.S. B-17's were due to 
arrive from California that morning, but before they 
got there, Japanese bombers attacked the facilities and 
planes already on the field. Then they did more damage 
to Wheeler and Ewa fields. Hence almost no U.S. planes 
on Oahu were able to take off to stop Japanese torpedo 
bombers as they moved in on the ships in Pearl Harbor. 

The first Japanese torpedoes hit the 
battleships West Virginia and Oklahoma . The largest 
explosion occurred when a bomb hit the Battleship 
Arizona , which had already been hit by several 
torpedoes. The bomb detonated a magazine in the forward 
section, setting off the ammunition and sending up 
flames 500 feet high. Three more bombs hit the Arizona , 
and it sank rapidly without turning over. More than 
1,000 men, nearly 80 percent of the crew, went down 
with it. 

Japanese commander Fuchida was surprised at how 
quickly the Americans were able to begin firing 
antiaircraft guns at his planes and to even bring some 
down. A few U.S. army fighter planes and a squadron of 
P-40 planes at Bellows Field were able to take off and 
shoot down 11 Japanese planes. But at 8:54 A.M. a 
second wave of Japanese planes, including 78 dive 
bombers and 35 Zeroes, flew in over Diamond Head and 
mounted a quick attack. Various groups of the bombers 
hit Bellows, Kaneohe, and Hickam fields once again. The 
Americans at Hickam were now sending up heavy 
antiaircraft fire, so the Japanese dive-bombers there 
returned to the carrier Akaqi . The second Japanese wave 
lost six fighter planes and 14 dive-bombers, but 
another group of dive-bombers kept bombarding the ships 
at Pearl Harbor. 

When the attack was over, U.S. ships that had 
been sunk or damaged included eight battleships, three 
light cruisers, three destroyers, and four auxiliary 
ships. The U.S. Navy lost a total of 92 planes, and the 
Army Air Force lost 94 planes. American casualties 
included 2,400 military personnel and civilians killed 
and 1,178 wounded. The Japanese lost 29 planes, one 
large submarine, and five midget submarines. 

At the start of the attack on Pearl Harbor, the 
staff at the Japanese consulate in Honolulu began 
burning their records. FBI agents went to the consulate 
and impounded numerous documents, which they took to 
the intelligence office at the headquarters of the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet. In Washington, Secretary of War Knox 
telephoned President Roosevelt at 8:30 A.M. Hawaii time 
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attack. The Japanese ambassadors had not yet spoken 
to Secretary of State Hull, and Hull was not sure what 
to do about them. Roosevelt told him to receive the 
ambassadors but to say nothing about the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. When they arrived to present their final 
proposal, Hull said that it was a "pack of lies" and 
sent them away. 

Ambassador Nomura still did not know that the 
Japanese Imperial Navy had struck Pearl Harbor and did 
not find out until he returned home later that 
afternoon. He was deeply shocked that the Japanese 
government had been so duplicitous and had put him in 
such a terrible position. 

Within hours of the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
Japanese planes based on Taiwan (Formosa) attacked 
Clark Field, northwest of the capital city of Manila on 
Luzon, the largest and northernmost island in the 
Philippines. U.S. bomber and fighter planes were simply 
parked along the airfield's runway, and nearly half of 
the heavy bombers and a third of the fighter planes 
were destroyed by the Japanese. General Douglas A. 
MacArthur had been informed of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor shortly after it began. General Lewis Brereton, 
MacArthur 's air commander, had gone to the general's 
headquarters to get permission to send his B-17's to 
bomb Japanese bases in Taiwan. However, he had not been 
allowed to meet with MacArthur, and he had to wait for 
permission to begin his proposed mission. He finally 
received it, but the Japanese attacked his planes at 
12:20 P.M. before they could take off for Taiwan. The 
U.S. lost two squadrons of B-17 bombers and a squadron 
of P-40's. A second Japanese formation attacked Iba 
airfield, 40 miles west of Clark, and destroyed all but 
two U.S. planes in a squadron of P-40s. 

On the night of December 7-8, Japanese forces 
attacked and occupied three fishing ports, Pattani, 
Singora, and Kota Bharu, on the eastern shore of the 
Kra Peninsula where southern Thailand bordered British- 
held northern Malaya. 

DEC. 8. President Roosevelt spoke to a joint session of 
the U.S. Congress in the House of Representatives: 
"Yesterday, December 7, 1941 - a day which will live in 
infamy - the U.S. was suddenly and deliberately 
attacked by the naval and air forces of the Empire of 
Japan...." Congress passed the resolution for war with 
Japan with one dissenting vote. 
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The Chinese people were happy that the U.S. had 
finally entered the war, which gave them the resolve to 
continue resisting the Japanese until, with U.S. help, 
they would defeat them. Chiang Kai-shek held a 
conference with U.S. and British representatives in 
Chungking and proposed an Allied military pact for 
mutual assistance against Japan, as well as a war 
council in Chungking commanded by the U.S. to 
coordinate the war effort and "control priorities and 
supplies." He argued that the Allies, including the 
Soviet Union, which he now expected to enter the war 
against Japan, should give priority to Asia; they could 
defeat Japan in 1942 by air attacks launched from the 
South Pacific, Alaska, maritime Siberia, and the coast 
of China. These attacks would cut supply lines to 
Japanese forces on the Asian mainland, and then the 
Chinese armies would destroy them. 

However, the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
was only the first of a well-coordinated series of 
attacks on U.S. holdings in the Pacific, including 
Wake Island, Guam, and most important, the Philippine 
Islands. On December 8, Japanese planes from the Fourth 
Fleet base, responsible for defending Japanese holdings 
in the southwestern and central Pacific. began bombing 
Wake, an atoll with three little islands 2,300 miles 
west of Hawaii that was only 600 miles from Japanese 
holdings in the Marshall Islands. Wake had been serving 
as a way station for U.S. planes flying to the 
Philippines and as a base for reconnaisance into the 
Marshalls. Since early 1941, U.S. construction workers 
had built a military base there, and by December a 
detachment of the First Marine Defense Battalion and a 
marine fighter squadron had been stationed on Wake. But 
there was no radar to detect incoming planes. 

By December 22, after bombing Wake every day, 
the Japanese destroyed all of the U.S. Wildcat fighter 
planes on the atoll. In Hawaii, Admiral Kimmel was 
finalizing plans to relieve Wake, where he believed he 
could ambush part of the Japanese fleet. Kimmel used 
all three of his aircraft carriers, the Lexington , 
Saratoga . and Enterprise . for the Wake operation. 

At Guam, the first Japanese attack was an air 
raid by planes that were based on Saipan in the Mariana 
Islands. They sank the U.S. Navy ship Penguin . 

In December 1941 a flotilla of six British warships 
sailed north from the naval base at Singapore with 
orders to sink a Japanese invasion fleet sailing south. 
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The British flotilla included four destroyers, the 
new 35,000-ton battleship Prince of Wales , and the 
32,000-ton battle cruiser Repulse . These two ships had 
just been sent to Singapore in November. Admiral Sir 
Tom Phillips, the new Commander-in-Chief of the British 
Far Eastern Fleet, was on board the Prince of Males . He 
learned that the Japanese had destroyed British air 
fields in northern Malaya, and thus his ships would 
have no fighter planes to cover them. He later saw 
three planes which he erroneously believed had 
discovered his ships, so he ordered the flotilla to 
return to Singapore. 

DEC. 9. China made a formal declaration of war against 
Japan. Japan invaded the Gilbert Islands. 

DEC. 10. Guam, 1,500 miles east of Manila in the 
Mariana Islands, fell to Japan. Fewer than 1,000 
American and native troops were on the unfortified 
island, and they tried unsuccessfully to defend it 
against 5,400 invading Japanese marines and 
infantrymen. 

Japanese bombers and torpedo planes sank the 
British battleship Prince of Wales and battlecruiser 
Repulse off Singapore, thus destroying British naval 
power in the Far East. On land, Japanese troops led by 
Lieutenant General Yamashita Tomoyuki were moving south 
through the Malay Peninsula in two columns, one on the 
western and one on the eastern side. They were skilled 
jungle fighters who could survive on small rations of 
rice, pickles, and seaweed. Bicyclists went ahead to 
scout the routes. 

The Japanese now called the conflict in Asia the "Great 
East Asia War." They issued propaganda that proclaimed 
the liberation of Asian colonies and the creation of a 
new Asian order, led by Japan and freed from economic 
and cultural domination by Western powers. 

DEC. 11. Japanese forces invaded Burma. They also 
attempted to land on Wake Atoll, but U.S. forces 
defended the coast and the Japanese retreated, pursued 
by the island's four remaining Wildcat fighter planes. 

Germany and Italy, at Japan's request and to 
honor the Tripartite Pact, declared war on the U.S. 

DEC. 12. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and 
the highest-ranking British chiefs of staff sailed for 
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the U.S. on the battleship Duke of York ■ All British 
possessions in East Asia were being attacked by the 
Japanese. Churchill was gratified that the U.S. had now 
entered the war on Britain's side. 

DEC. 14. Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox gave 
President Roosevelt a report on the personal 
investigation he had just made of the attack on the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor. He blamed the great 
damage on the army and navy commands at Pearl Harbor, 
but he also noted that Washington had not sent proper 
information to the Hawaiian commands. Knox recommended 
that a board of inquiry be set up to investigate what 
had happened at Pearl Harbor. He also recommended that 
Admiral Kimmel be relieved, because his name was 
connected with the disastrous attack, and so Kimmel 
became a scapegoat. 

Yet Knox realized that Admiral Stark and other 
admirals in Washington had not protected the fleet at 
Pearl Harbor, and he recommended a reorganization of 
the entire U.S. Navy command. Knox wanted Admiral 
Ernest J. King appointed to a new position, "Commander 
in Chief of the U.S. Fleet." Roosevelt agreed, and 
Admiral Stark was removed from authority as chief of 
naval operations. 

DEC. 16. A U.S. naval task force to defend Wake Island 
sailed from Hawaii under Rear Admiral Frank Jack 
Fletcher. Roosevelt approved the appointment of Admiral 
Chester W. Nimitz to serve as the new commander of the 
Pacific Fleet, thus replacing Admiral Kimmel. Vice 
Admiral William S. Pye took Kimmel' s place in Hawaii 
until Nimitz arrived there. On the same day, Japanese 
forces invaded Borneo. 

DEC. 22. Churchill and his chiefs of staff arrived in 
the U.S. for a series of staff talks known as the 
ARCADIA Conferences, which met for three weeks. These 
included eight major policy meetings at the White House 
and 12 meetings of the newly organized Combined 
Chiefs of Staff, located in Washington and comprising 
the British Chiefs of Staff Committee or their 
Washington Representatives and the U.S. Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. The latter had been rapidly organized as an 
interservice high command system equivalent to the 
well-established British system. Members of the U.S. 
Joint Chiefs of Staff included General George C. 
Marshall, General Henry H. Arnold, and Admiral Ernest 
J. King. Admiral Stark had left to become commander of 
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U.S. naval forces in Europe. He was replaced in 
Washington by Admiral William D. Leahy, a former chief 
of naval operations. Leahy served as Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and as the personal 
representative of President Roosevelt to the service 
chiefs . 

The ARCADIA conferees had trouble deciding on 
an objective and a plan of operations for the war. 

Their first decision was to reconfirm the strategy they 
had been following, which gave priority to the conflict 
with Germany in Europe and the Atlantic Ocean, rather 
than shifting it to Japan and the Pacific Theater. 

On December 22, Japan launched a major 
offensive in the Philippine Islands with 43,000 troops 
of Lieutenant General Homma Masaharu's 14th Army. They 
landed on the beaches of Lingayen Gulf, 120 miles north 
of Manila, the capital of the Philippines on Luzon 
Island. Another Japanese amphibious force landed at 
Lamon Bay, about 70 miles southeast of Manila on Luzon. 
The two forces closed in on the capital. General 
Douglas A. MacArthur, commander of the combined U.S. 
and Philippine Army Forces, pulled his troops back to 
defend Bataan Peninsula and let Manila fall to the 
Japanese. But MacArthur still maintained a strong 
garrison on Corregidor, an island fortress at the 
entrance to Manila Bay. 

DEC. 23. The Japanese made a second and stronger 
landing on Wake Island. Vice Admiral Pye ordered Rear 
Admiral Fletcher, who had been dispatched to Wake, to 
sail back to Pearl Harbor, and the U.S. Marines on Wake 
under Major James Devereux had to surrender to the 
Japanese. Their capture of Wake and Guam gave the 
Japanese complete control of the line of communications 
across the central Pacific Ocean. The Philippine 
Islands were now isolated, and Japan was ready to 
launch the attack on them that American strategists had 
long foreseen. 

In Chungking, China, Chiang Kai-shek met on December 23 
with British General Sir Archibald Wavell, who had been 
named Supreme Commander of the ABDA ( Amer ican-British- 
Dutch-Australian) nations' front in the Far East. This 
was the first meeting between Chiang Kai-shek and the 
Allies, whose support he had long sought, but it did 
not go well. The Chinese still feared the British 
because they had imposed the unequal treaties on China 
and had ended China's sovereignty in Asia, and they 
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1941 were still the world's dominant imperialist power. The 
Chinese also resented the fact that Britain had given 
in to Japanese demands and temporarily closed the Burma 
Road, thus cutting off supplies to Nationalist China. 

The British for their part did not respect 
Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist (KMT) government or his 
military forces. Britain wanted to hold Burma against 
Japanese attack as a buffer to keep the Japanese from 
invading India. China also wanted to defend Burma so 
that Lend-Lease supplies would keep coming to china 
through Rangoon. Thousands of tons of supplies had 
already been piled up in Rangoon, and at the conference 
in Chungking, the Chinese and British contended for 
control of the supplies and of Chennault's American 
Volunteer Group, the fliers who had just arrived in 
Burma . 

Chiang Kai-shek felt that the British had 
slighted him at the meeting, so he refused to see the 
British ambassador and threatened to halt cooperation 
between China and Britain. The British were so involved 
in their own struggles against the Axis powers and 
the Japanese that they did not really care about 
helping China. 

U.S. officials, however, especially Secretary 
of War Stimson, felt guilty about China and feared that 
Chiang Kai-shek would drop out of the Allied coalition 
and conclude a separate peace between China and Japan. 
U.S. General Marshall asserted that it was necessary to 
build up China's "confidence in British-American joint 
purposes in the Far East." 

DEC. 24. Under the U.S. War Plan Orange (WPO-3), 

Manila, the Philippine capital, was declared an open 
city and the Philippine government was moved with 
MacArthur's Headquarters to the island fortress of 
Corregidor in Manila Bay. The Japanese forces that had 
landed at Lamon Bay, southwest of Manila, were now 
moving toward the city. MacArthur's forces would have 
to retreat under fire into the Bataan Peninsula while 
holding off the Japanese long enough for supplies to 
be brought to Bataan. The Japanese, with 200,000 
troops now ashore, had expected the Americans to fight 
and had not planned for MacArthur's retreat, so the 
American forces were able to reach Bataan. But supply 
troops and civilians panicked at the Japanese advance, 
and few supplies reached the peninsula. 

DEC. 25. The British Crown Colony of Hong Kong 
surrendered to Japan. 
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DEC. 31. Japanese forces occupied Manila. The 
Japanese began an immense propaganda campaign, 
emphasizing the loss of prestige suffered by the 
Western powers when Hong Kong and Manila fell, to 
try to collapse Chinese resistance against Japan. 

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz took command of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet at Pearl Harbor. 

1942 JAN. 1. Admiral William F. Halsey's task force 

raided the Japanese force in Kwajalein in the Marshall 
Islands. They did not sink any Japanese warships but 
they did kill Admiral Sukeyoshi Yatsushiro, which 
humiliated the Japanese. Halsey's success helped 
diminish the defeatist attitude felt by Americans since 
the Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Twenty-six nations issued a Joint Declaration 
of the United Nations against Japan on New Year's Day. 
The declaration was signed first by the U.S., Britain, 
the Soviet Union, and China, and then by the 22 other 
nations in alphabetical order. 

JAN. 2. Manila fell to the Japanese. MacArthur's troops 
dug in on Bataan Peninsula but were low on rations, 
ammunition, and quinine for the treatment of malaria. 
Japanese forces had occupied Siam (Thailand) and 
parachute troops had invaded the Netherlands East 
Indies. The Japanese were also at the border of Burma, 
and on the Malay Peninsula they were heading for 
Singapore. The prestige of the European nations in Asia 
was by now nearly destroyed. 

JAN. 11. Japanese forces invaded the Netherlands East 
Indies. In January, Japanese troops also landed on New 
Britain and seized the port of Rabaul . Japanese 
Imperial General headquarters authorized a new phase in 
the Southern Operation, the capture of British New 
Guinea and the blockade of the Solomon Islands, to 
prepare for assaults on Samoa, the French Pacific 
islands, Fiji, and finally Australia. By April the 
Japanese had executed much of their plan. At the same 
time. Admiral Yamamoto was planning to capture Midway 
Island and draw out the remaining ships of the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet from Pearl Harbor to be destroyed at 
Midway. The Japanese Imperial Navy planned to conduct 
its next operation at Port Moresby, and to establish a 
seaplane base on the small island of Tulagi off Florida 
Island in the Solomon Islands. 
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JAN. 15. An advance Japanese force moved into southern 
Burma from Siam (Thailand) over mountain passes that 
had been believed to be inpenetrable by troops equipped 
with modern weapons. Dissident Burmese nationalists had 
guided the Japanese. Britain now asked Chiang Kai-shek 
to dispatch to Burma the divisions of Chinese 
Nationalist soldiers that Britain had earlier rejected, 
to defend the Shan states on the eastern border of 
Burma so that the First Burma Division could defend the 
capital at Rangoon. 

By mid-January, Japanese General Yamashita controlled 
two-thirds of the Malay Peninsula. British General Sir 
Archibald, head of the Joint Allied Command in the Far 
East, flew to Malaya and ordered a retreat to Johore at 
the southern tip of Malaya, which lay across a narrow 
channel from Singapore. 

JAN. 20. Japanese forces began a major offensive in 
Burma . 

JAN. 21. Rommel's Afrika Korps launched a Nazi German 
counteroffensive in Libya. 

JAN. 23. U.S. General Joseph W. Stilwell, who had much 
experience in China, was appointed chief-of-staf f to 
Chiang Kai-shek. He arrived in China in March, 1942. 

The U.S. Army designated Stilwell the Commanding 
General of U.S. Army Forces in the China-Burma-India 
Theater, Chief of Staff to the Supreme Commander China 
Theater (Chiang Kai-shek), Supervisor of Lend-Lease, 
and U.S. representative on any Allied war council. 
Stilwell 's main objective was to keep the Burma Road 
open for transport of supplies to the Nationalists 
at Chungking, Szechwan. He disagreed with Chiang 
Kai-shek's policies and wanted to arm all Chinese 
factions that opposed the Japanese, including the 
Communists. Many American diplomats, military advisers, 
and academic "China experts" were by then working at 
the U.S. Embassy in Chungking. 

JAN. 31. Survivors of the last British battalion in 
Malaya crossed the causeway south into Singapore and 
British engineers blew up the causeway, isolating 
the city. Singapore was now the symbol of the dying 
British empire, it held out for another month and a 
half against constant Japanese aerial bombardment and 
land assaults from Malaya. 
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1942 FEB. 1. U.S. planes bombed Japanese bases In the 
Marshall and Gilbert Islands. 

FEB. 15. Japanese forces captured Singapore and the 
commander of British forces surrendered, even though 
more than 100,000 Allied troops were stationed there, 
about half of them from the Indian subcontinent. 
Singapore was the greatest naval base east of Gibraltar 
and the "anchor" of the Malay Barrier, the latter 
comprising the stretch of mainland and islands form 
Burma through Malaya, Sumatra, and Java to Australia, 
that protects the Indian Ocean lying to the west. In 
February the Japanese murdered the staff and patients 
at Alexandria Hospital in Singapore. 

On February 15 the Japanese also took 
Palembang, on the island of Sumatra, which held half 
the oil reserves of the Netherlands East Indies. They 
then moved toward the island of Java, another major 
source of oil and the center of Allied operations in 
Southeast Asia. 

FEB. 22. U.S. General Marshall sent a direct order to 
General MacArthur from President Roosevelt to leave 
the Philippine Islands to take command of a new U.S. 
force being organized in Australia. MacArthur left 
20,000 U.S. and Filipino forces fighting the Japanese 
in the Philippines. 

FEB. 24. U.S. Admiral Halsey made a raid on the 
Japanese at Wake Island that had little effect but was 
called a success. He then led a limited raid on Marcus 
Island. These actions did surprise the Japanese High 
Command and helped raise the morale of the U.S. 
military. Admirals Halsey and Wilson E. Brown continued 
to make raids around the Central and South Pacific in 
February and March, forcing Japanese commanders to 
frequently change their plans for expansion. 

FEB. 27. An immense naval battle began between Japan 
and the Allies for control of the island of Java in 
the Netherlands East Indies. 

MAR. U.S. General Joseph W. Stilwell arrived in 
Chungking, China. He soon joined the Chinese forces in 
Burma, but the Japanese forced them to make an arduous 
retreat through the jungle into India by May 1942. 
Stilwell then returned to Chungking, where he argued 
with Chiang Kai-shek over the inadequate effort the 
Chinese Nationalists were making in the war. He also 
argued with Major General Claire Chennault about 
whether to give priority to infantry actions, which 
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1942 Stilwell preferred, or aerial bombing, which Chennault 
favored . 

Japanese forces took Lae and Salamaua on the 
northeastern shore of New Guinea. In early March, 
Japanese Admiral Nagumo's aircraft carriers striking 
force attacked Ceylon (Sri Lanka), sinking two British 
cruisers and the aircraft carrier Hermes . 

MAR. 7. The Japanese entered Rangoon, the capital of 
Burma. The Allies were devastated by the Japanese 
occupation of Burma, especially since it cut off the 
two major areas of the Asian Theater, China and 
Southeast Asia, except by air. For nearly three more 
years, the Allies could transport supplies to Chinese 
and U.S. forces in China only by flying them from India 
over the Himalayas, the world's highest mountain range. 
Pilots nicknamed this dangerous 500-mile route "The 
Hump." Planes took off from bases near Chabua in Assam 
in northeastern India and flew to Kunming in 
southwestern China. By the end of the war, nearly 1,000 
people had died and nearly 600 planes had been lost 
flying over The Hump. 

MAR. 9. The Netherlands East Indies fell when Java 
surrendered to the Japanese. 

U.S. Admiral Wilson Brown sent a task force of 
American planes over the Owen Stanley range of New 
Guinea to make a surprise attack on Japanese warships 
sailing to Lae and Salamaua. They sank four of the 18 
Japanese ships and damaged 13. Although few realized 
it at the time, this was the first major American 
counteraction to Japanese military expansion in the 
Pacific . 

MAR. 10. General MacArthur, accompanied by his family, 
left the Philippine Islands to take command of the 
U.S. forces assembling in Australia. U.S. Major General 
Jonathan Wainwright took command in the Philippines. 

MAR. 13. Japanese forces landed on the Solomon Islands 
in the South Pacific. 

MAR. 17. General MacArthur arrived in Australia. 

APR. 3. In the Philippines, U.S. and Filipino forces 
holding out on Bataan Peninsula were assaulted by a 
Japanese aerial bombardment and then a major armor and 
infantry attack. Major General Edward King, who had 
replaced General Wainwright as field commander on 
Bataan, ordered his forces into a counterattack. 
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1942 Wainwright , now based in Corregidor, ordered a second 
counterattack, but King realized that his beleaguered 
troops were not able to carry out this order. 

APR. 5. Japanese war planes raided Ceylon (Sri Lanka). 

APR. 9. U.S. troops on the Bataan Peninsula under Major 
General King surrendered to Colonel Nakayama Motoo, 
Operations Officer for Japanese General Homma Masaharu. 
General Wainwright was still holding out with 13,000 
U.S. and Filipino troops in Malinta Tunnel on 
Corregidor. Japanese planes bombarded Corregidor 
constantly for almost one month. 

APR. 18. U.S. Lieutenant Colonel James ("Jimmy") 
Doolittle led a surprise daylight air raid attack on 
Tokyo, Japan. During a two-hour period, 16 U.S. Army 
B-25's took off from the carriers Hornet and Enterprise 
in the Pacific Ocean 600 miles east of Tokyo, flew west 
to the city, dropped their bombs, and continued flying 
west. Lack of fuel caused all of the planes to crash- 
land short of Allied lines, most of them in Japanese- 
occupied China. The Japanese captured and imprisoned 
eight of the flyers, but Doolittle and the other 
survivors were able to reach Allied lines. This daring 
mission showed that the islands of Japan were now 
vulnerable to Allied air strikes, which greatly raised 
American morale. 

MAY. Japanese forces seized Tulagi in the Solomon 
Islands, close to the vital supply lines between the 
U.S. and Australia. 

MAY 6. The U.S. fortress at Corregidor fell and all 
U.S. and Filipino forces in the Philippine Islands, 
led by General Wainwright, surrendered to the Japanese 
forces led by General Homma. 

MAY 7-8. At the Battle of the Coral Sea off Port 
Moresby on New Guinea, the Japanese naval fleet 
suffered its first setback. This was the first battle 
in the world between aircraft carriers. The two large 
Japanese carrierS } the Shokaku and the Zuikaku . were 
badly damaged and had to return to Japan for repairs. 
Hence they were absent from the decisive Battle of 
Midway in June 1942. 

MAY 20. Japanese forces completed their conquest of 
Burma. 
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JUN. 3. Japanese forces invaded the Aleutians, a 
U.S. -occupied chain of 70 islands stretching 1,200 
miles from the Alaskan peninsula to the Kurile Islands 
north of Japan. The Japanese wanted to prevent the U.S. 
from using the Aleutian islands to invade Japan. The 
final battle to win back the Aleutians was on the 
island of Attu in May 1943. 

JUN. 4-6. The Battle of Midway - Japanese military 
expansion was halted at Midway Island, the westernmost 
point in the Pacific Ocean where the American flag was 
still flying. The U.S. Navy had had warnings of the 
impending Japanese naval attack and was able to destroy 
four Japanese aircraft carriers, a blow to Japanese air 
power that marked a turning point in the war. More than 
150 Japanese ships in 10 fighting groups had assembled 
at Midway, the greatest naval fleet in the world. 
Outnumbering the U.S. ships by nearly four to one, the 
Japanese fleet at Midway included eight carriers with a 
total of 650 planes, 11 giant battleships, 20 cruisers, 
60 destroyers and troop transports, and many supply and 
support ships. 

Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku, who had planned the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, was on board the 
flagship, the Yamato (the ancient name for Japan), at 
69,100 tons the world's largest battleship. He wanted 
to draw out the remaining ships of the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet from Pearl Harbor so that he could destroy the 
fleet and gain control over the entire western Pacific. 

U.S. Navy cryptologists had broken the Japanese 
Imperial Fleet's operational code and knew every detail 
of Yamamoto's complex battle plan. The three Japanese 
diversionary raids in the Aleutian Islands on June 3 
had actually begun the Battle of Midway. Yamamoto's 
next step was to launch planes from the First Carrier 
Striking Force, under Admiral Nagumo Chuichi, to 
bombard U.S. defenses at Midway and clear the way for 
the landing of 5,000 Japanese troops. 

U.S. Admiral Chester W. Nimitz kept three 
American carriers and their escorts hidden from 
Japanese view, so that while Nagumo 's planes were 
bombarding Midway, U.S. dive bombers and torpedo planes 
would destroy the ships in Yamamoto's fleet. During the 
battle they destroyed three of the four Japanese 
carriers. The Japanese destroyed the U.S. carrier 
Yorktown , but the Americans then destroyed the 
remaining Japanese carrier, the Hiryu . Admiral 
Yamamoto, admitting defeat, ordered his ships to return 
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to Japanese waters. Japan had lost a total of four 
carriers, one cruiser, 322 planes, and 3,500 men, while 
the U.S. had lost one carrier, one destroyer, 150 
planes, and 307 men. 

After the Battle of Midway, the Japanese 
Imperial Navy never launched another offensive, and 
U.S. forces were able to take back, one by one, the 
Pacific islands that Japan had seized. They first aimed 
to recover Tulagi , an island in the Solomon chain near 
Guadalcanal . 

JUN. 24. General Dwight D. Eisenhower assumed command 
of all U.S. forces in Europe. 

AUG. 7. U.S. Marines landed at Guadalcanal in the 
Solomon Islands and waged a campaign from August 7, 
1942-February 9, 1943. 

AUG. 12. British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and 
Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin met in Moscow with 
representatives from the U.S. and Free France to 
discuss the Second Front in the European Theater. 

SEP. 26. Australian forces fought off Japanese invaders 
on the coast across from Port Moresby, New Guinea. 

OCT. 11. Axis forces occupied Vichy Franch. 

NOV. 1. The Japanese government established the Greater 
East Asia Ministry. 

NOV. 16. U.S. and Australian forces attacked the 
Japanese in the Buna-Gona region of New Guinea and 
took the region on January 2, 1943. 

1943 JAN. The U.S. and Britain concluded treaties with China 
that abolished extraterritorial rights for their 
nationals in China, thus terminating the unequal 
treaties that they had imposed upon China in the 19th 
century. For the first time in a century, Chinese 
courts had jurisdiction over American and British 
citizens in China. Moreover, the U.S. and Britain could 
no longer station troops on Chinese soil without 
China's consent. Later in 1943, President Roosevelt 
persuaded the U.S. Congress to repeal the Chinese 
Exclusion Act of 1882 and to pass a law allowing 105 
Chinese to emigrate to the U.S. each year. Congress did 
so in reaction to a Japanese propaganda campaign to 
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1943 discredit the U.S. in Asia, whereby it broadcast to the 
whole world the evils of U.S. Chinese exclusion laws 
and the country's other racist and anti-Asian policies. 
Now for the first time since 1882, a Chinese person 
could become a naturalized U.S. citizen. 

JAN. 14-24. Roosevelt and Churchill met at Casablanca, 
Morocco to plan Allied war strategy; this is known as 
the Casablanca Conference. 

FEB. 9. U.S. troops secured Guadalcanal in the Solomon 
Islands . 

MAR. 2-4. The Japanese Imperial Navy suffered heavy 
losses in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea off New 
Guinea. 

APR. 18. A U.S. aerial ambush shot down and killed 
Admiral Yamamoto Isoroku, Commander-in-Chief of the 
Japanese Imperial Navy. On April 14, U.S. intelligence 
had intercepted a message that he would be flying to 
Bougainville in the Solomon Islands, which lay within 
range of U.S. P-38 fighter planes now based at 
Henderson field on Guadalcanal . The plan to shoot down 
Yamamoto was approved by President Roosevelt and 
Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox, and authorized by 
Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, Commander-in-Chief of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet. U.S. Lieutenant Thomas Lanphier, 
Jr., flying in one of the fighter planes, shot down 
Yamamoto's bomber. The Japanese recovered the admiral's 
burned body in the jungle on Bougainville and awarded 
him the posthumous title, fleet admiral. 

MAY. Gozen kaigi , a conference of Japanese officials 
held in the presence of Emperor Hirohito, decided that 
Malaya, Sumatra, Java, Borneo, and the Celebes Islands 
would be Japanese territories and sources for military 
materials needed by Japan. This decision was called, 
"Main Principles for Operating the Greater East Asia 
Co-Prosperity Sphere" ( Daitoa Seirvukai Shido Taiko ) . 

MAY. 11. U.S. troops attacked the Japanese forces 
holding Attu in the Aleutian Islands. 

JUN. 22. The Allies won the Battle of the Atlantic when 
Germany withdrew its U-boats from the North Atlantic 
Ocean. 

JUN. 30. U.S. forces took Attu in the Aleutians from 
the Japanese . 
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JUN. 25. Benito Mussolini, the dictator of Italy known 
as II Duce, was arrested and overthrown by the Grand 
Council of the Italian Fascist Party. He was succeeded 
by Pietro Badoglio. This was a sign to the Allies that 
Italy would soon withdraw from World War II. 

AUG. 6. U.S. naval forces defeated Japanese naval 
forces in the Battle of Vella Gulf in the Solomon 
Islands . 

SEP. 8. Italy made a peace settlement with the Allies. 

SEP. 10. Nazi German forces occupied Rome, Italy. 

SEP. 12. Nazi S.S. Captain Skorzeny freed Mussolini and 
took him to Germany. 

SEP. 22. Soviet forces secured their first bridgehead 
across the Dnieper River, enabling them to keep moving 
west on Germany. 

OCT. 13. Italy declared war on Germany. 

NOV. 1. U.S. forces invaded Bougainville in the 
Solomon Islands to drive out the Japanese. 

NOV. 21. U.S. forces landed on Makin and Tarawa in the 
Gilbert Islands. 

NOV. 22-26 and DEC. 3-7. The Cairo Conference - 
Roosevelt, Churchill, and Chiang Kai-shek met in Cairo, 
Egypt to plan Allied operations in Asia. Chiang's wife, 
Soong Mayling, who had attended college in the U.S., 
served as his interpreter at the conference. The three 
leaders issued the Cairo Declaration, which stated that 
after the war, Manchuria, Taiwan, and the Pescadore 
Islands would be returned to China, and that Korea 
would become free and independent "in due course." This 
declaration raised Chiang Kai-shek's prestige in China 
and made Roosevelt popular with the Chinese people. 

The Declaration also addressed the issue of 
Korea's independence, affirming that after Japan was 
defeated, it would have to return to the borders that 
existed prior to the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-95. The 
Declaration affirmed that the Allied leaders were 
"mindful of the enslavement of the people of Korea, who 
are determined that in due course Korea shall become 
free and independent." This position was reaffirmed at 
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1943 the Potsdam Conference in July 1945 and agreed to by 
the Soviet Union when it declared war on Japan on 
August 8, 1945. 

DEC. 26. U.S. forces landed at Cape Gloucester in the 
Solomon Islands. 

1944 JAN. 25. Chinese forces began their counteroffensive 
against Japanese forces in Burma. 

JAN. 29. U.S. forces landed on the Admiralty Islands. 

JAN. 31. U.S. forces landed on the Marshall Islands. 

MAR. 8. Japanese forces launched a major offensive in 
Burma . 

MAR. 15. Japanese forces invaded India from Burma. 

MAR. 22. U.S. forces landed at Hallandia, New Guinea. 

JUN. 6. D-Day - Allied forces crossed the English 
Channel from Britain and landed in Normany on the 
northern coast of France. 

JUN. 15. U.S. planes bombed Tokyo, Japan. U.S. forces 
landed on Saipan in the Mariana Islands. 

JUN. 19-20. The Japanese fleet was defeated in the 
Battle of the Philippine Sea. 

JUN. 22. Japanese forces retreated from India. 

JUL. 9. U.S. forces completed their capture of Saipan 
Island from the Japanese. The main islands of Japan 
were now in range for U.S. bombers . 

JUL. 19. A faction led by former Prime Minister Konoe 
Fumimaro and Admiral Okada Keisuke forced General Tojo 
Hideki to resign as prime minister of Japan. He was 
replaced by General Koiso Kuniaki . 

JUL. 21. U.S. forces landed on Guam in the Mariana 
Islands . 

AUG. 10. U.S. forces completed their occupation of 
Guam . 
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1944 AUG. 22. Japanese forces completed their withdrawal 
from India. 

AUG. 25. Allied forces liberated Paris from the Nazis. 

OCT. 14. British forces entered Athens, Greece. Nazi 
Field Marshall Rommel committed suicide. 

OCT. 19. President Roosevelt, honoring Chiang 
Kai-shek's request to dismiss General Joseph Stilwell 
as Chiang' s chief-of-staf f , sent General Albert 
Wedemeyer to replace Stilwell in China. Stilwell went 
to Washington, D.C., where he was appointed Commander 
of the Army Ground Forces in charge of training. During 
the Battle of Okinawa in the spring of 1945, Stilwell 
became Commander of the 10th Army when Lieutenant 
General Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr. was killed there. 

OCT. 20. U.S. forces landed on Leyte Island in the 
Philippines . 

OCT. 23. The Allies recognized General Charles 
de Gaulle as the temporary head of the provisional 
government of France . 

OCT. 23-26. U.S. naval forces defeated Japanese naval 
forces off the Philippines in the Battle of Leyte Gulf, 
inflicting severe losses. 

NOV. 7. Franklin Delano Roosevelt won his fourth term 
as president of the U.S. In November, Edward Stettinius 
replaced Cordell Hull, who was ill, as Secretary of 
State . 

NOV. 24. U.S. planes began to bomb the main islands of 
Japan. 

DEC. 15. U.S. forces landed on Mindoro Island in the 
Philippines . 

DEC. 16. The Battle of the Bulge began in Europe. 

German forces launched a counter-offensive in the 
Ardennes Forest . 

1945 JAN. The Ledo Road was opened for the transport of 
supplies to Nationalist China. U.S. army engineers, 
with the help of Chinese troops, had constructed the 
Ledo Road to connect northeastern India with the old 
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1945 Burma Road. Chiang Kai-shek renamed this route the 
Stilwell Road to honor the American general he had 
dismissed. 

JAN. 9. U.S. forces landed on Luzon Island in the 
Philippines . 

JAN. 16. Allied forces defeated German forces in the 
Battle of the Bulge. 

FEB. 3. U.S. troops entered Manila, the capital of the 
Philippines, and freed 4,000 Allied civilians that the 
Japanese had been holding at Santo Tomas, a university 
converted into a prison camp. 

FEB. 4-11. The Yalta Conference - Roosevelt, Churchill, 
and Stalin met at Yalta in the Crimea to discuss the 
surrender of Germany to the Allies and security in 
Europe after the war. They also discussed Allied policy 
in the Pacific Theater and what should be done with the 
Japanese empire after Japan's defeat. 

Stalin promised that the Soviet Union would 
enter the war against Japan after Germany was defeated, 
but on the condition that the concessions in Manchuria 
formerly held by Russia but taken by Japan after the 
Russo-Japanese War of 1904-05 would be given to the 
Soviet Union. Roosevelt and Churchill agreed to 
Stalin's demands. The three European leaders kept this 
agreement secret from Chiang Kai-shek; thus they were 
making decisions about the future of Chinese territory 
without including the Chinese Nationalist government. 

Specifically, Roosevelt and Churchill promised 
Stalin that (1) Outer Mongolia, claimed by China, would 
become independent; (2) Dairen in Manchuria would be 
internationalized and Port Arthur would be leased to 
the Soviet Union as a naval base; and (3) China and the 
Soviet Union would jointly operate the Chinese Eastern 
Railroad and the South Manchurian Railroad and "the 
preeminent interests of the Soviet Union shall be 
safeguarded." Hence, while claiming to give China full 
sovereignty in Manchuria, they actually agreed to make 
the region a Soviet sphere of influence. 

Chiang Kai-shek was not informed of the points 
in the Yalta Agreement until many months later. The 
Chinese people only learned of them after the war, upon 
which they felt great resentment. But China could do 
nothing about the agreement because it depended on the 
U.S. for military and diplomatic support. 
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1945 FEB. 13-14. Allied firebombing destroyed much of the 
city of Dresden, Germany. 

FEB. 19. U.S. forces landed on Iwo Jima, a small island 
less than one thousand miles southeast of Tokyo. 

MAR. 3. U.S. forces completed the liberation of Manila. 

MAR. 9. U.S. planes fi rebombed Tokyo. 

MAR. 16. U.S. forces completed the capture of Iwo Jima. 

MAR. 21. Allied forces captured Mandalay, Burma. 

APR. General Koiso Kuniaki resigned as Prime Minister 
of Japan and was replaced by Suzuki Kantaro, who was 
more inclined to make peace with the Allies on any 
terms. But the Allies were now gaining the advantage in 
the war and wanted to completely dismantle the Japanese 
military machine, as they affirmed at the Potsdam 
Conference in July 1945. 

APR. 1. U.S. forces landed on the island of Okinawa, 
the main island of the Ryukyu chain in southern Japan, 
and began fighting the Battle of Okinawa. The final 
major battle of the Pacific War, this was the first 
time that a foreign power had invaded Japan since the 
Mongols had attempted two unsuccessful invasions in 
1274 and 1281. 

In April, Allied forces in Europe liberated the first 
Nazi concentration camp when the Fourth Armored 
Division took Ohrdruf, near Kassel in southern Germany. 

APR. 12. U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt died, 
and Vice President Harry S. Truman became President 
of the U.S. 

APR. 23. Soviet forces entered Berlin, Germany. 

APR. 25. U.S. and Soviet forces met at the Elbe River 
in Germany. The same day, the San Francisco Conference 
on the United Nations began. 

APR. 28. Benito Mussolini was executed by Italian 
partisans . 

APR. 29. German forces in Italy surrendered to the 
Allies. U.S. troops entered Dachau concentration camp 
in Germany and liberated more than 32,000 prisoners. 
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1945 APR. 30. Adolf Hitler committed suicide in Berlin, 

Germany. The Allies occupied the German city of Munich. 

MAY 1. Berlin surrendered to occupying Soviet forces. 

MAY 3. Allied forces liberated Rangoon, Burma. 

MAY 7. Germany formally surrendered to the Allies. 

MAY 8. V-E Day - German leaders signed the official 
surrender document in Berlin, thus concluding World 
War II in Europe, although the killing of Germans 
continued in many places, such as Prague, 

Czechoslovakia . 

JUN. 5. The Allies divided Germany into four occupation 
zones . 

JUN. 10. Australian forces invaded the island of 
Borneo to drive out the Japanese. 

JUN. 21. U.S. forces secured Okinawa. 

JUN. 22. Japanese General Ushijima Mitsuru, who 
commanded the Japanese 32nd Army responsible for 
defending Okinawa, and Lieutenant General Cho Isamu, 
his chief-of-staf f , committed ritual suicide, marking 
the end of organized Japanese resistance on Okinawa. 

The Battle of Okinawa was the bloodiest land battle of 
the Pacific War, with about 110,000 Japanese killed 
and 10,755 taken prisoner. The Americans had 7,613 
killed or missing, 31,807 wounded, and 26,211 other 
casualties, mostly victims of combat fatigue. U.S. 
Lieutenant General Simon Bolivar Buckner, Jr., 

Commander of the Tenth Army, had been killed during 
the battle and replaced by General Joseph W. Stilwell. 

JUN. 26. The World Security Charter established the 
United Nations. 

JUN. 30. U.S. forces liberated Luzon Island in the 
Philippines from the Japanese. 

JUL. Chiang Kai-shek sent his brother-in-law, T.V. 
Soong, to negotiate a treaty between China and the 
Soviet Union. The treaty called for China to recognize 
the independence of Outer Mongolia "if a plebiscite 
indicates that result," and for the implementation of 
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1945 the other terms of the Yalta Agreement. The Soviet 
Union promised in return to assist and support the 
Chinese Nationalist government led by Chiang Kai-shek. 

A group of American agents from the U.S. Office of 
Strategic Services (OSS) parachuted into northern 
Vietnam (Indochina) to help Vietnamese guerrillas, led 
by Ho Chi Minh, fight the Japanese. The French, who had 
controlled Vietnam before the Japanese invasion, 
expected to regain their colony after the war. But when 
Japan surrendered in August 1945, Ho Chi Minh and his 
Vietminh forces had already gained control of northern 
Vietnam and had established a provisional government at 
Hanoi, which had been the capital of the French colony. 

By early 1946 the French agreed to recognize 
Ho's regime in Hanoi as a Free State that formed part 
of the French Union. But in October 1946 this agreement 
collapsed when France adopted a new constitution that 
did not provide for fully independent nations within 
the French Union. In November 1946 a French gunboat, 
firing by mistake, killed 6,000 civilian refugees in 
Haiphong, Vietnam. Ho Chi Minh's Vietminh forces 
retaliated by attacking French troops and civilians, 
resulting in war between Vietnam and France. In 1954 
the French lost to the Vietminh at the Battle of 
Dienbienphu and surrendered to the guerrilla forces. Ho 
Chi Minh became the ruler of North Vietnam. 

JUL. 17-AUG. 2. The Potsdam Conference - Truman, 
Churchill, and Stalin met at Potsdam, near Berlin, 
Germany to make plans for peace in Europe and the final 
effort to defeat Japan. This was the last conference of 
Allied leaders during World War II. 

JUL. 26. The Potsdam Declaration was issued in the 
names of Truman, Churchill, and Chiang Kai-shek, who 
gave his approval over the telephone. Since the Soviet 
Union had not yet declared war on Japan, it did not 
give its approval until later. The declaration ordered 
Japan to surrender unconditionally or face "prompt and 
utter destruction," and to remove its military leaders 
and establish a new political order. The Allies could 
threaten utter destruction because they secretly 
possessed an entirely new weapon, the atomic bomb. 

The Potsdam Declaration also stated that 
Japanese military forces would be disarmed but 
permitted to return home, that Japanese sovereignty 
would be limited to the borders that marked Japan's 
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territory when the Meiji Restoration began in 1868, 
and that Allied forces would occupy Japan until it 
established a democratic government. On August 10, 

1945, after atomic bombs had been dropped on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki , Japanese leaders agreed to the demands of 
the Potsdam Declaration. 

At the Potsdam Conference, the three leaders 
also agreed that Chinese Nationalist forces would 
accept the surrender of Japanese forces in Indochina 
(Vietnam) north of the 16th parallel, and British 
forces would accept their surrender south of that 
parallel. After the war, China and Britain both 
performed this task quickly and withdrew their forces 
from Indochina. 

The world leaders also made another agreement 
that had serious results following World War II. They 
stated that the Korean peninsula would be divided 
along the 38th parallel, into a Soviet sphere of 
influence in the north and a U.S. sphere of influence 
in the south. This division of Korea was meant to be a 
temporary dividing line for the disarming of Japanese 
troops, as had been done in Indochina. However, the 
Soviet Union made the 38th parallel a permanent 
fortified border between the two military control 
zones, and it prevented all outsiders from entering 
North Korea. It also blocked the flow of goods and 
services between North and South Korea, thus hampering 
Korean economic and political unity. The Soviet Union 
stationed 120,000 troops in North Korea, while the U.S. 
placed 50,000 troops in South Korea. 

AUG. 6. At 8:16 A.M., a U.S. B-29 Superfortress named 
the Enola Gay dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, on 
the main Japanese island of Honshu. Hiroshima was an 
important assembly point for Japanese Imperial Navy 
convoys and the site of many factories that produced 
crucial war materials. The Japanese, expecting an 
American invasion from the sea, had nearly 10,000 
planes ready to repel the attackers and nearly three 
million soldiers and 28 million civilians trained to 
make a "heroic last stand" against the enemy. The bomb 
was a complete surprise. Nicknamed Little Boy, the 
uranium-235 bomb released energy equivalent to 12.5 
tons of TNT. It destroyed Hiroshima and killed or 
severely burned thousands of people when it fell. 

Within five years, about 145,000 people died in 
Hiroshima from burns, injuries, shock, and radiation 
sickness. Over the decades, many thousands more died 
from radiation sickness. 
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After the atomic bomb was dropped, U.S. 
President Truman issued a statement warning the 
Japanese to accept the Allied terms of surrender, or 
else "they may expect a rain of ruin from the air." 

The Japanese government made no reply. 

AUG. 8. Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav M. Moloton 
informed the Japanese ambassador to the Soviet Union 
that a state of war existed between their countries. 

The Soviet Union agreed to the Potsdam Declaration. 

AUG. 9. At 11:02 A.M. the U.S. dropped a second atomic 
bomb, on Nagasaki, the port city on the southern tip of 
Kyushu Island which was a center for shipbuilding and 
torpedo factories. The plutonium-239 bomb was even more 
powerful than the uranium bomb dropped on Hiroshima. By 
1950 as many as 140,000 people died in Nagaski from 
effects of the bomb. After the second bomb was dropped 
on August 9, Japanese officials held an Imperial 
Conference and argued for many hours about what they 
should do. Emperor Hirohito declared, "The time has 
come when we must bear the unbearable," meaning that 
Japan should surrender. 

By this time, bombing raids by U.S. B-29's had 
destroyed or damaged 602 major Japanese war industries, 
nearly halted inland shipping in Japan, and destroyed 
almost half of the total area of 66 Japanese cities, 
leveling 92 percent of their targets. 

The Soviet Union sent an enormous army into 
Manchuria, which met little resistance from Japanese 
troops stationed there. Soviet forces also recaptured 
the southern part of Sakhalin and the Kurile Islands, 
and also four islands it had never possessed, Habomais, 
Iturup, Kunashir, and Shikotan. 

AUG. 10. The Japanese cabinet remained deadlocked on 
whether to surrender and asked Emperor Hirohito to give 
his counsel. He chose surrender. Every cabinet member 
signed a statement agreeing to the terms of the Potsdam 
Declaration, "provided the emperor's status is 
preserved." The U.S. accepted that proviso yet claimed 
that Japan had surrendered unconditionally. However, 
the Allies would not accept Japan's condition regarding 
the emperor. Emperor Hirohito intervened with the 
Japanese cabinet, which finally agreed to surrender 
unconditionally. 

AUG. 11-12. Soviet forces invaded Korea, landing at 
Rashin, a Korean port on the Sea of Japan just south of 
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the Soviet port city of Vladivostok. Soviet troops 
moved down the Korean peninsula with little Japanese 
resistance. In Manchuria, the Soviets began dismantling 
factories and industrial equipment to ship to the 
Soviet Union as "war booty." 

AUG. 14. Japan formally accepted the terms of the 
Potsdam Declaration and surrendered to the Allies. The 
Occupation of Japan technically began with the 
surrender and ended on April 28, 1952, when Japan 
signed a peace treaty with 48 nations in San Francisco. 
U.S. General Douglas A. MacArthur, the Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers (SCAP) , was head of the 
Allied Occupation of Japan. In Japan, this was formerly 
called the "Day of Surrender," but is now called the 
"Day of Cease-fire." 

When Japan surrendered, the Japanese puppet 
regime of Manchukuo ceased to exist, and the Chinese 
Nationalist government returned to Nanking. American 
diplomats tried to ensure the surrender of Japanese 
troops in Manchuria and North China to the Chinese 
Nationalists rather than to the Chinese Communists so 
that Chiang Kai-shek would be the dominant leader in 
China. However, in Manchuria the Soviets turned over 
all weapons surrendered by the Japanese, including 
tanks and heavy artillery, to the Communists rather 
than to the Nationalists. This violated the Sino-Soviet 
Treaty of 1945 and the Yalta Agreement, which stated 
that no other group in China except the Nationalists 
should be assisted. These weapons enabled the Chinese 
Communists to drive the Chinese Nationalists out of 
Manchuria and to win the civil war, which resumed in 
1946. The Americans also tried unsuccessfully to 
negotiate a postwar coalition between the Nationalists 
(KMT) and the Communists (CCP). 

AUG. 15. Emperor Hirohito recorded a speech that was 
broadcast to the Japanese people on this day, formally 
announcing that Japan had surrendered to the Allies. He 
said they must "endure the unendurable" and asked them 
to work together to reconstruct the country. The 
Japanese realized that they could not resist their 
hopeless situation. The minister of war committed 
suicide. Prince Higashikuni, a son-in-law of Emperor 
Meiji, was appointed prime minister so that he could 
use his imperial prestige to maintain order and 
obedience among the Japanese people. 
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AUG. 17. While Japanese forces still controlled 
Djakarta (Jakarta) on Java Island, the main city in the 
Netherlands East Indies (Indonesia), Bung Sukarno 
declared Indonesian independence. The Dutch, who wanted 
the East Indies back for their much-needed resources, 
rejected Sukarno's republic as a puppet regime 
established by the Japanese. 

AUG. 18. The Soviets kidnapped Henry P'u-yi, the last 
Ch'ing emperor, whom the Japanese had made Emperor of 
Manchukuo, and held him prisoner in the Soviet Union 
for five years. During that time he was taken to the 
Tokyo Trial for war crimes to appear as a prosecution 
witness. On August 1, 1950, after the Chinese 
Communists had won the civil war and established the 
People's Republic of China (PRC), the Soviets 
repatriated P'u-yi to the PRC. The PRC government 
imprisoned him and "reeducated" him from being an 
"imperialistic emperor" to a Communist citizen. 

In 1959 the PRC granted amnesty to P'u-yi and 
his brother, P'u-chieh, and released them from prison. 
P'u-yi worked as a gardener and librarian and told his 
life story to a Chinese ghost writer, Li Wenda. P'u-yi 
died of cancer in 1967 when he was 61 years old. His 
story was translated into English as From Emperor to 
Citizen , and was filmed by Italian director Bernardo 
Bertolucci as The Last Emperor (1987). 

AUG. 26. Clement Attlee replaced Winston Churchill as 
prime minister of Britain. 

AUG. 28. Chinese Communist leaders Mao Tse-tung and 
Chou En-lai met with Chinese Nationalist leader 
Chiang Kai-shek at Chungking, Szechwan for six weeks 
to negotiate a peaceful CCP-KMT settlement, but their 
talks had no results. Chou went to northern Shensi 
Province to help lead Communist forces there. When 
Japan surrendered, the CCP had 1.2 million members and 
900,000 soldiers in its military, and controlled an 
area that contained 90 million Chinese. 

AUG. 30. The Chinese Nationalist government proclaimed 
sovereignty over Taiwan and named Ch'en Yi as its 
governor . 

SEP. The British returned to Malaya and planned to 
unify the 12 Malay states in a Malayan Union, establish 
a colonial British government in the city of Kuala 
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Japan surrendered, the CCP had 1.2 million members and 
900,000 soldiers in its military, and controlled an 
area that contained 90 million Chinese. 

AUG. 30. The Chinese Nationalist government proclaimed 
sovereignty over Taiwan and named Ch'en Yi as its 
governor . 

SEP. The British returned to Malaya and planned to 
unify the 12 Malay states in a Malayan Union, establish 
a colonial British government in the city of Kuala 
Lumpur, and remove power from the Malay sultans. These 
plans infuriated the Malay people, so the British 
agreed to establish the Federation of Malay, with power 
still invested in the sultans. 

During World War II, the British had trained 
many Chinese Malays to fight the Japanese, and these 
Chinese fighters now became Communists and tried to 
destroy the Malaysian economy. In July 1948 the new 
Malay government declared a state of emergency. The 
Communists attacked tin mines and rubber plantations 
and initiated a terrorist campaign that prevented the 
country from becoming independent from Britain until 
1957. It then became known as Malaysia and joined the 
British Commonwealth. 

SEP. 2. Formal ceremonies were held on the U.S. 
Battleship Missouri for the surrender of Japan to the 
Allied Powers. The flag from U.S. Commodore Matthew 
Perry's flagship was flown during the ceremonies. 
Japanese General Umezu Yoshijiro signed the surrender 
document for U.S. General Douglas A. MacArthur, the 
Supreme Commander of Allied Powers (SCAP). Japanese 
Foreign Minister Shigemitsu Mamoru also attended the 
ceremonies. Thus ended the most tragic war in history, 
one that had cost a total of 55 million lives. 

After the ceremonies. General MacArthur issued 
General Order One, which listed the procedures for 
Allied acceptance of the surrender of Japanese Imperial 
military forces in East Asia. It specified that in 
Korea, Japanese forces north of the 38th parallel would 
surrender to forces of the Soviet Union, and those 
south of the parallel would surrender to U.S. forces. 
This procedure was also applied to Indochina, with 
Chinese Nationalist forces accepting the Japanese 
surrender in the north and British forces in the south. 

The order had been drawn up in Washington by 
the U.S. Army Staff's Strategy and Policy Group, which 
had coordinated with the State-War-Navy Coordinating 
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SEP. 9. U.S. General Hodge, now in Korea, accepted the 
surrender of Japanese forces in South Korea at formal 
ceremonies in Seoul . 

In Nanking, China, General Okamura Yasuji, the 
Supreme Commander of the Japanese Expeditionary Forces 
in China, surrendered to Ho Ying-ch'in, Supreme 
Commander of the Chinese Nationalist Army. Over the 
next month, the Nationalist Army disarmed the 230,000 
Japanese troops stationed on Taiwan. 

OCT. Ch'en Yi arrived in Taiwan, where the Chinese 
Nationalist government had assigned him to be governor. 
But the Chinese residents of Taiwan soon disliked him 
because he discriminated against them as colonial 
subjects and his staff was corrupt. 

NOV. Japan began repatriating its soldiers and 
civilians from China; more than 1,660,000 returned to 
Japan by May 1946. During the eight years of China's 
War of Resistance against Japan, Japan had suffered 
410,000 dead and 900,000 wounded, while China had 
suffered 3,100,000 dead and wounded soldiers and 
millions of dead and wounded civilians. 

In the Netherlands East Indies (Indonesia), anti- 
colonial agitation led to the Battle of Surabaya, in 
which British troops stationed there had to fight hard 
for three weeks to subdue the city. The Dutch refused 
to negotiate with Indonesian nationalists and fought 
both them and Communist insurgents for four years until 
losing the colonial war. On December 27, 1949 the Dutch 
transferred full sovereignty over the islands of the 
East Indies to a new federation, the Republic of the 
United States of Indonesia. 

NOV. 20. The Nuremberg War Crimes Trials began in 
Germany . 

DEC. In Korea, U.S. General Hodge observed that the 
Soviets were erecting field fortifications along the 
38th parallel. During this month, the Joint American- 
Soviet Commission in Korea held meetings in Moscow. 
President Truman sent General of the Army George C. 
Marshall as his special ambassador to China, with the 
mission of persuading the Chinese Communists (CCP) and 
Chinese Nationalists (KMT) to form a coalition 
government . 
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1945 DEC. 15. The Shinto religion was disestablished in 
Japan by Occupation order. 

1946 JAN. 1. Japanese Emperor Hirohito, known posthumously 
as the Showa Emperor (Showa Era, 1926-1989), renounced 
his "divine" status, by Occupation order. 

In January, U.S. General Marshall arrived in China. He 
persuaded the CCP and KMT to hold a political 
consultative conference but did not succeed in getting 
them to form a coalition government and blamed both 
sides for refusing to compromise. After Marshall left 
China, the two factions resumed their civil war. 

JAN. 7. The first session of the United Nations 
convened in London. 

JAN. 10. General Marshall arranged a cease-fire between 
the CCP and KMT, but the U.S. government continued to 
provide generous loans to the Chinese Nationalist (KMT) 
government. The U.S. had given $1.5 billion worth of 
aid to the Nationalists during China's War of 
Resistance against Japan, and from 1945-1948 it gave 
them $2 billion more. The U.S. also made sure that 
China became a permanent member of the Security Council 
of the United Nations. 

APR. In China, CCP and KMT forces resumed fighting each 
other, especially around the Manchurian city of 
Changchun, which the KMT captured in May 1946. 

MAY 1. The CCP officially renamed its military the 
People's Liberation Army (PLA) . 

MAY 3. The Tokyo Trial, formally known as the 
International Military Tribunal for the Far East, was 
convened. The trial brought war crimes charges against 
28 top Japanese military and political leaders, and 
convicted 25 and sentenced them to death or 
imprisonment. The most prominent leader on trial was 
General To jo Hideki, who had served as prime minister 
of Japan during much of World War II. Eleven justices 
from nations that had suffered Japanese military 
aggression sat on the bench. Sir William Webb of 
Australia served as president and Joseph B. Keenan of 
the U.S. served as chief prosecutor. 

The Tokyo Trial met for two and a half years. 
Many on the Allied side thought that Japanese Emperor 
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1946 Hirohito should have been charged as a "Class A" war 
criminal. However, General MacArthur, Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Powers (SCAP), was concerned 
that Japan would collapse in turmoil if the emperor 
were tried as a war criminal or removed from the 
throne . 

JUN. 26. In central China, KMT troops launched attacks 
in regions held by Communist PLA forces in Hupeh and 
Honan provinces, thus reopening the civil war. But the 
Chinese people no longer wanted to support the KMT 
because of rampant corruption and inflation. Chinese 
businessmen, who had been the KMT's main supporters, 
began leaving mainland China. 

JUL. 4. The Philippine islands were declared 
independent from the U.S. 

OCT. 1. The Nuremberg Trials concluded in Germany. 

1947 FEB. Ch'en Yi , the governor of Taiwan, declared martial 
law and ruthlessly suppressed the residents of Taiwan. 

MAR. 29. The Chinese Nationalist (KMT) government 
dismissed Ch'en Yi as goveror of Taiwan and replaced 
him with Wei Tao-ming. 

MAY 3. The new constitution of Japan, formally known as 
the Constitution of 1947 ( Nihonkoku Kempo ) , came into 
effect, and remains in effect today. It had been 
written in one week in 1946 by a group of U.S. 
servicemen, led by Colonel Charles Kades, to prevent 
the Japanese government from reworking the Meiji 
Constitution of 1889 ( Meiji Kempo ) , which had vested 
supreme power in the emperor. The new constitution 
provided the foundation for a parliamentary democracy 
with sovereignty vested in the Japanese people. It 
retained the Japanese emperor only as "the symbol of 
the State and of the unity of the people." 

Article IX, the Renunciation of War, the most 
controversial part of the new constitution, reflects 
the intent of the Allied occupiers to disarm and 
demilitarize Japan. Its first paragraph states that 
the Japanese people "forever renounce war as a 
sovereign right of the nation or the threat or use of 
force as a means of settling international disputes." 
The second paragraph states that "land, sea, and air 
forces, as well as other war potential will never be 
maintained" in Japan. 
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However, when the Korean War broke out In 1950 
and the U.S. had to dispatch to Korea most of the 
American troops stationed in Japan, General MacArthur 
authorized the creation of a 75,000-man Japanese 
National Police Reserve, which had more powers than a 
regular police force. In 1952 the Reserve became the 
National Safety Forces, administered by the Safety 
Agency. 

In 1954, after the Occupation of Japan had 
ended, the Japanese Diet (Parliament) passed the 
Self-Defense Forces Law, which turned the Safety Agency 
into the Defense Agency ( Boeicho ) and reorganized the 
country's armed forces into the Self-Defense Forces, 
which still comprise the air, ground, and naval armed 
services of Japan. 

JUN. 5. U.S. Secretary of State George C. Marshall, in 
his commencement address at Harvard University, 
announced the Marshall Plan to rebuild 16 European 
countries devastated by World War II and to halt the 
expansion of Communism and the Soviet Union. It was 
officially called the European Recovery Plan but became 
known as the Marshall Plan. Supported by President 
Truman and approved by Congress, the plan went into 
operation in April 1948. 

AUG. 14. India and Pakistan were declared independent 
from Britain. 

SEP. 17. The U.S. placed the issue of Korea on the 
agenda of the United Nations General Assembly. The 
UN sent a commission to supervise the organization of 
an all-Korea united government. The commission reached 
Seoul in January 1948. Government officials in South 
Korea supported the commission, but those in North 
Korea refused to give it access to the region. 

Elections were still held in Korea in May 1948. 

A Communist uprising erupted in Malaya in 1947 and 
continued even after Malaya became independent from 
Britain in 1957. 

In the U.S., the National Security Act of 1947 created 
the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). Its forerunner 
had been the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) during 
World War II. 
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1947 By the end of 1947, U.S. government officials could see 
that in China the KMT had no chance of winning the 
civil war against the CCP, and they withdrew U.S. 
support for Chiang Kai-shek. 

1948 JAN. 4. Burma declared its independence from Britain. 

APR. 1. The Soviet Union imposed the Berlin Blockade. 
The U.S. began airlifting food and supplies into the 
German city. 

MAY. The United Nations supervised elections in Korea. 
The National Assembly elected Syngman Rhee as president 
of the Republic of Korea. 

MAY 14. The State of Israel was proclaimed. 

AUG. 15. The U.S. postwar Occupation of Korea ended, on 
the third anniversary of Emperor Hirohito's broadcast 
of Japan's surrender. On this day the Republic of Korea 
(ROK) became a sovereign nation, popularly known as 
South Korea, with its capital at Seoul. 

SEP. 9. The U.S. began withdrawing its military forces 
from Korea. Officials in North Korea proclaimed the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea ( DPRK ) , led by 
Kim Il-sung, with its headquarters at P'yongyang. The 
38th parallel was now the fortified border between 
North and South Korea. By December 26, 1948 the Soviet 
Union withdrew all of its forces that had been 
stationed in North Korea. 

DEC. 23. General To jo Hideki and six other Japanese 
leaders convicted as war criminals by the Tokyo Trial 
were executed. 

During 1948, the Chinese Nationalists (KMT) under 
Chiang Kai-shek began losing their civil war with the 
Chinese Communists (CCP), and the Nationalists began 
preparing to escape to Taiwan. They appointed KMT 
General Ch'en Ch'eng governor of Taiwan. By 1950 nearly 
two million Chinese from the mainland were residing on 
the island of Taiwan. 

1949 JAN. 10. A major victory by Communist People's 
Liberation Army (PLA) forces in the Huai River basin in 
north central China effectively ended the KMT regime on 
mainland China. 
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JAN. 15. PLA forces took Tientsin. 



JAN. 31. PLA forces took Peking without any resistance. 
They took Nanking on April 23, Shanghai on May 27, and 
Canton in October. Chiang Kai-shek moved his KMT troops 
to Taiwan, where he also transferred China's gold 
reserves and many valuable art works from the Imperial 
Palace (Forbidden City) in Peking; these works now form 
the collection of the National Palace Museum in Taipei. 

APR. 4. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
was established. 

OCT. 1. Mao Tse-tung, accompanied by a large group of 
CCP leaders, stood on the rostrum above the gate in 
T'ienanmen Square in Peking and proclaimed the founding 
of the People's Republic of China (PRC). Several days 
earlier, he had been elected Chairman of the Central 
Government of the PRC. Since 1949, there has been 
virtually no difference between the CCP and the PRC. 

OCT. 13. Chiang Kai-shek went to Chungking, Szechwan 
to escape the Communists. 

DEC. 9. Taiwan, then known as Formosa, became the seat 
of the Chinese Nationalist (KMT) government of the 
Republic of China (ROC) with Taipei as its capital. 

DEC. 10. Chiang Kai-shek fled to Taiwan after Communist 
PLA forces took Chungking and Chengdu, another city in 
Szechwan. On Taiwan he claimed that the Nationalist 
Republic of China (ROC) was the legitimate government 
of all China and that Taipei, the capital of Taiwan, 
was the temporary capital of China. Since then, the PRC 
has always considered Taiwan a "renegade province" of 
China . 

DEC. 27. The Dutch transferred the full sovereignty of 
the Netherlands East Indies to a new federation, the 
Republic of the United States of Indonesia. 

1950 JAN. U.S. Secretary of State Dean Acheson omitted to 
mention Korea in a speech he gave on the U.S. defense 
perimeter in East Asia, hence indicating that the U.S. 
had abandoned Korea . 

JUN. The CIA opened an office in Tokyo. 



201 




1950 JUN. 25. North Korea invaded South Korea, beginning 
the Korean War. The United Nations Security Council 
called for an end to the aggression and the withdrawal 
of North Korean People's Army troops from South Korea. 

JUN. 27. President Truman authorized U.S. air and naval 
operations south of the 38th parallel to support forces 
of the Republic of Korea (ROK; South Korea) . The UN 
Security Council adopted a U.S. resolution declaring 
that the North Korean attack was a breach of world 
peace, and asked its member nations to help the ROK 
repel the North Korean invaders. 

JUN. 28. Seoul, the capital of the ROK, fell to the 
North Korean People's Army. 

JUN. 29. President Truman authorized a sea blockade of 
the Korean coast, the bombing of North Korea, and the 
dispatch of U.S. ground troops to maintain Korean 
communications and guard the South Korean port of 
Pusan. 

JUN. 30. President Truman authorized the commitment of 
U.S. ground troops to combat in Korea. The U.S. 

Congress authorized a call to active duty for any or 
all reserve components of the Armed Forces for up to 
21 months. 

JUL. 8. President Truman appointed General Douglas A. 
MacArthur, Commander of U.S. Forces in the Far East 
(USFE Command) , who was also heading the Occupation of 
Japan as Supreme Commander of Allied Powers (SCAP), to 
simultaneously serve as the Commander in Chief, United 
Nations Command (CINC-UNC) in Korea. The UN forces 
included troops from many countries but were primarily 
from the U.S. 

JUL. 14. South Korean President Syngman Rhee assigned 
command of ROK forces to General MacArthur. 

AUG. 10. The National Police Reserve was created in 
Japan to take over the duties of U.S. troops that had 
been stationed in Japan but were now dispatched to 
Korea. Japan became the main staging area and supply 
depot for the Korean War, and millions of dollars of 
contracts for war supplies poured into Japan. The U.S. 
changed its Occupation policy from reforming Japan to 
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1950 reconstructing the country as a U.S. ally. This 
angered the People's Republic of China (PRC), because 
Japan had been the enemy of China for half a century. 

OCT. 4. PRC Premier Mao Tse-tung decided to intervene 
on North Korea's behalf in the Korean War. PRC People's 
Liberation Army (PLA) forces began building up in 
southern Manchuria along the Chinese border with North 
Korea . 

In October, combined UN and ROK forces under 
General MacArthur crossed the 38th parallel into North 
Korea. President Truman informed the PRC that 
MacArthur' s forces would not cross the Yalu River into 
Manchuria, which is PRC territory, and Truman ordered 
MacArthur to stop his advance far south of the Yalu. 

But MacArthur did not obey and kept moving his forces 
north, accompanied by air strikes in both the PRC and 
the Soviet Union. In retaliation, PRC forces launched a 
massive invasion into North Korea, and by the summer of 
1951, the opposing sides were dug in along the 38th 
parallel . 

1951 APR. 5. A letter from General MacArthur to U.S. 
Congressman Joseph W. Martin, the minority leader of 
the House of Representatives, criticizing U.S. policy 
in the Korean War, was made public. 

APR. 11. President Truman dismissed General MacArthur 
as USFE Command, SCAP, and UN Command, and appointed 
General Matthew B. Ridgway as his successor. 

JUL . 10. The UN Command and the CCF/NKPA (North Korean 
People's Army commanders) began armistice talks at 
Kaeson, Korea. U.S. Admiral C. Turner Joy headed the UN 
delegation . 

SEP. 8. Japan signed a peace treaty to conclude World 
War II with 48 nations at the San Francisco Peace 
Conference. Japan and the U.S. also signed the 
U.S. -Japan Mutual Security Treaty. 

OCT. 25. Armistice talks in Korea moved to Panmunjom. 

1952 APR. 28. The San Francisco Peace Treaty and the 
U.S. -Japan Mutual Security Treaty both came into 
effect, thus ending the U.S. Occupation of Japan. 

1953 MAR. 5. Soviet Premier Joseph Stalin died in Moscow. 
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1953 JUL. 27. An armistice was signed in Korea, thus ending 
the Korean War in a stalemate. 

1954 MAY 8. French forces were defeated by Ho Chi Minh's 
Vietminh forces at Dienbienphu, Vietnam (Indochina). 

JUL 21. Vietnam was partitioned into North Vietnam and 
South Vietnam. 
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GLOSSARY 



Amoy 

Anhwei 

Ankuochun 

Canton 

Chahar 

Chang Hsueh-liang 

Chang Hsun 

Chang Tso-lin 

Chang Tsung- chang 

Chang Yin-huan 

Changkuf eng 

Changsha 

Chekiang 

Ch'en Tu-hsiu 

Cheng Ch ' eng-kung 

Cheng Chih-lung 

Chengchow (Cheng-chou) 

Chiang Kai-shek 

Chihli 



Chinchou-ch ' eng 

Chinese Turkestan (Sinkiang) 

Ch'ing Dynasty 

Chingkang Mountain Range 

Chou En-lai 

Chu Teh 

Chung-hua Kuomintang 
Chung-kuo Kung-ch ' a-tang 
Dairen (Dalien) 

Feng Kuo-chang 
Feng Yu-hsiang 
Fenghungch 1 eng 
Formosa 

Fu-chou-ch ' eng 
Fuchow (Fu-chou) 

Fukien 

Haich 1 eng 

Hankow (Han-k'ou) 



Hsiamen in Wade-Giles; Xiamen 

Anhui 

Anguozhun 

Guangzhou 

A former province; now part of 
Inner Mongolia 
Zhang Xueliang 
Zhang Xun 
Zhang Zuolin 
Zhang Zongzhang 
Zhang Yinhuan 
Zhangguf eng 
Zhangsha 
Zhejiang 
Chen Duxiu 
Zheng Chenggong 
Zheng Zhilong 
Zhengzhou 

Chiang Chieh-shih; Jiang Jisehi 
Zhili (former name for province 
where Peking was located; 
part of modern Hebei 
Province ) 

Jinzhoucheng 

Xinjiang 

Qing Dynasty 

Jinggang Mountain Range 

Zhou Enlai 

Zhu De 

Zhonghua Guomindang 
Zhongguo Gongchadang 
Dalian 

Feng Guozhang 

Feng Yuxiang 

Fenghongcheng 

Taiwan 

Fuzhoucheng 

Fuzhou 

Fujian 

Hai cheng 

Hankou 
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Han-yeh-ping 

Heilungkiang 

Honan 

Hopeh (Hopei) 
Hsiao-ch'in, Empress 

Hsien-feng, Emperor 
Hsuan-t'ung, Emperor 
Hsuchow (Hsu-chou) 

Huang Hsing 
Huangpu 

Hung Hsiu-ch'uan 
Hupeh (Hupei) 

Jehol 

Juichin 

Kaip 1 ing 

K'ang Yu-wei 

Kiangsu 

Kirin 

Koxinga 

Kuang-hsu, Emperor 
Kung, Prince 
Kuomintang 
Kurile 

Kwangchow (Kwang-chou) 

Kwangs i 

Kwangtung 

Li Hung-chang 

Li Yuan-hung 

Liang Ch'i-ch'ao 

Liaotung Peninsula 

Lin Piao 

Lin Tse-hsu 

Liu-ch 1 iu 

Liu Po-cheng 

Liu-T ' iao-Kou Incident 

Lukouchiao 

Lunghai 

Macao 

Mao Tse-tung 
Min Pao 
Mukden 
Nanking 

Netherlands East Indies 
Nieh Jung-chen 
Nieh Shih-ch'eng 
Nien Rebellion 
Ningpo 



Henyebing 

Heilongjiang 

Henan 

Hebei 

Xiao Qin, Empress 

(Cixi, Empress Dowager) 
Xianfeng, Emperor 
Xuantong, Emperor 
Suzhou 
Huang Xing 
Whampoa 
Hong Xiuchuan 
Hubei 

Rehol (Chengde) 

Ruichin 
Gaiping 
Kang Youwei 
Jiangsu 
Jilin 

Coxinga; Zheng Chenggong 

Guangxu, Emperor 

Gong, Prince 

Guomindang 

Kuril 

Guangzhou (Canton) 

Guangxi 

Guangdong 

Li Hongzhang 

Li Yuanhong 

Liang Qichao 

Liaodong Peninsula 

Lin Biao 

Lin Zexu 

Ryukyu; Okinawa 

Liu Bocheng 

Liutiaogou Incident 

Lugouqiao 

Longhai 

Macau 

Mao Zedong 
Min Bao 
Shenyang 
Nanjing 

Dutch East Indies 
Nie Rongzhen 
Nie Shicheng 
Nian Rebellion 
Ningbo 
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Pai Ch'ung-hsi 
P ' ao-ting 
Paracel Islands 
Pei -yang 
Peking (Peiping) 

P 1 eng Teh-huai 
Pescadore Islands 
Po Hai Gulf 
Po-t ' ai 

P'u-yi, Henry (P'u-i) 

Quemoy 

Shang Chen 

Shansi 

Shantung 

Shao Yu-lien 

Shensi 

Sian 

Sinkiang 

Soong Ch'ing-ling 

Soong May ling 

Spratly Islands 

Sun Che-yuan 

Sung Chiao-jen 

Szechwan 

T ' ai-chi-ch ' uan 

T 1 ai-erh-chuang 

Taiwan 

Taku Forts 

Teng Hsiao-p'ing 

T 1 ien-ching 

T 1 ienchuangt ' ai 

Tientsin 

Ting, Admiral 

Tseng Kuo- fan 

Tsinghai Province 

Tsingtao 

Tsungli Yamen 

Tuan Ch'i-jui 

T'ung-chih, Emperor 

Tungchow (Tung-chou) 

Tung-chu 

T ' ung-meng-hui 

Tz'u An, Empress 

Tz'u Hsi, Empress Dowager 

Waichow (Wai-chou; Waiyeung) 

Wang Ching-wei 

Wang-hsia, Treaty of 



Bai Chongxi 
Baoding 
Xisha Islands 
Beiyang 
Beijing 
Peng Dehuai 
Penghu Islands 
Bo Hai Gulf 
Botai 

Puyi , Henry 

Chin-men in Wade-Giles; often 
referred to as Kinmen 
Shang Zhen 
Shanxi 
Shandong 
Shao Youlian 
Shaanxi 
Xi ' an 

Xinjiang (Chinese Turkestan) 

Sung Ching Ling, Song Qingling 

Soong Mei-ling, Sung Mei-ling 

Nansha Islands 

Sun Zheyuan 

Song Jiaoren 

Sichuan 

Tai jiquan 

Taierzhuang 

Formosa 

Dagu Forts 

Deng Xiaoping 

Tianjing 

Tianzhuangtai 

Tianjin 

Ding, Admiral 

Zeng Guofan 

Qinghai Province 

Qingdao 

Zongli Yamen 

Duan Qirui 

Tongzhi , Emperor 

Dongzhou 

Dongzhu 

Tungmenghui 

Ci An, Empress 

Cixi, Empress Dowager 

Waizhou 

Wang Jingwei 

Wangxia, Treaty of 
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Wanping 
Wu Pei-fu 

Wuchang (Wu-ch'ang) 
Yangtze, Yangtse 
Yeh T ' ing 
Yen Hsi-shan 
Yenan 

Yi-ho ch'uan 
Yingch ' eng 
Yingk ' ou 
Yuan Shih-k'ai 



Wanbing 
Wu Beifu 
Wuhan 
Yangzi 
Ye Ting 
Yan Xishan 
Yan 1 an 
Yihechuan 
Yingcheng 
Yingkou 
Yuan Shikai 
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